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PEBFATOET NOTE 

The hiatorjr of Scheneotady during the tronblesome 
timeB of tiie Bevolutioii is so closely linked with the 
affairs of the whole Mohawk Valley, and with the 
tides of the Border Wars that laid waste the sur- 
rounding country almost to her gates, that, in dealing 
with the history of the one, one most necessarily touch 
to a large extent upon the history of the other. 
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INTBODUOTION 

While in the title of this work I bAve made a dis- 
tinction between the town of Schenectady and the 
Schenectady District, which included both the present 
townships of Glenville and Rotterdam and because 
of its proximity to the district, for military organi- 
zation, Princetown, and while I have laid stress for the 
most part on the activities of the town proper, it will 
be seen that by reason of the men of the district shar- 
ing as they did with the inhabitants of the town the 
burden of civil and military service and the creation 
of the activities to which the following pages relate, 
the history of the town in reality becomes the history 
of the district 

In gathering material for this work I have been 
stmck with the scardty of available mannsoript 
sources of information. 

In the minutes of the various Committees of Safety 
which rightly fonn the base upon which the history 
of tiie early years of the war is built, wide gaps 
appear and tiie only mannscript records of these 
boards now known to exist are those covering the 
period from January 15, 1777, to February 17, 1778, 
deposited in the Library of Congress (Force Collec- 
tion), which, being wrongly labeled and catalogued, 
were discovered by the writer only by the merest 
chance. 

Judge Sanders, writing in 1879, had before him a 
record book of one hundred and sixty-two closely 
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written pages oovermg the minuteB of the first Board 
and its suocesBors, hnt nnfortunately he has given ns 
bat a few scattered extracts of the valuable and inter- 
esting data whidi it contained. Judge Yates, writing 
some twenty-three years later, intimates that be also 
had access to these records, but more unfortunately 
still, instead of making use of the rare opportunity 
afforded, snch passages as he has given ns are iden- 
tical with those transcribed by Judge Sanders. 

Fortunately for posterity, before the record book 
became irrevocably lost it came to the attention of 
one who with considerable labor and expense has 
given us, in a little magazine which he called the 
American Antiquarian and Quarterly Genealo^cal 
Becord (note 4, p. 16), the minutes from the first 
meeting of the Board on May 6, 1775, to and inoluding 
the minntes of the meeting of May 27, 1776. 

"While, without a doubt, many of the records of onr 
early days were destroyed in the fire that in 1819 
swept the lower part of the town, it is mainly to negli- 
gence, carelessness and a Ifack of appreciation of 
historical value that we owe onr present lack of manu- 
script sources of information. 

Papers found in old tmnks and boxes stored away 
in the garrets of houses dating back to the early days 
are constantly coming to light to bear their testimony 
to the truths of the past. That there are many more 
such trunks and boxes in many more such garrets is 
not an unreasonable supposition, and that we may not 
find ourselves guilty of that negligence that has been 
responsible for the loss of so much valuable data in 
the past it becomes our duty to make available for 
posterity such pertinent matter as we may diance 
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upon, either by depositing it with libraries and sooie- 
ties formed for the safe keeping of snoh material or 
by calling it to the attention of some historian whose 
interest in bis subject should be an assnrance of a 
proper use being made of it. 

Willis T. Haksoh, Jb, 
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CHAPTER I 

THE VALLEY OP THE MOHAWK 

Dae to its nniqne geographical position, New York, 
Id those early times when the rivers and lakes afforded 
practically the only highways of importance, was 
rightly felt to he the key to the American continent, 
and from its infancy hostile nations contested its 



Among those factors which gave New York her 
strategical prominence the Mohawk Biver played no 
small part, for by its means alike were accessible the 
lands to the westward, through the only valley pass 
piercing the Appalachian Range; the G-reat Lakes, 
throngh the all bnt intermingling of its headwaters 
with the streams flowing northward into them, and 
the Atlantic seacoast, throngh the Hudson River. 

It was the early realization of the importance of 
the Mohawk River that led the Iroquois Ck>nfederacy 
to stretch its dominion throughout the Valley, thus 
enabling its warriors to maintain that supremacy 
over far distant tribes^ which for so many years they 
enjoyed. 

With the coming of the white man in greater num- 
bers, to the Importance of the Mohawk Biver from a 

1 At the era of their higlmt militarf mxpnasMej, about the /ear 
IHO, the Iroqvoia, ia their warlike ezpeditione, ranged imreaiBted from 
New Sn^and to the Miaoistippi, and from the St. Lawrenee to the Tn- 
nrawnn Lewie H. Horgas. 
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military standpoint was added a commercial value 
increasing with the demands npon it until the opening 
of the Erie Canal transferred the traffic to that chan- 
nel The Old Iroquois Trail' in its turn gave way to 
the stage road, and this in its turn to the railroad; 
the successors in each case, however, following the 
well-defined line of early travel. 

Along these lines of communication the early pio- 
neers, for the most part, established their homes, until 
on the eve of the Bevolntion the population of the 
Mohawk Valley may be roughly estimated as totaling 
ten thousand souls. 

To the westward the settlements extended in a nar- 
row belt as far as the present town of German Flats, 
settled and owned as far as Canajoharie in the main 
by the Dntch, many of them descendants of the first 
settlers of Schenectady or emigrants from it, and 
beyond Canajoharie by the Palatines;' northward to 
a short distance beyond Johnstown, where had settled 
many Irish and Scotch-Highlanders* following Sir 

* Proceeding from the Bit« of Albmy, the central tnil entered the 
Undf now covered hj ttie ei^ of Sdwnectadr bj the ntvine through 
Hbieh tbe raUroed now paaaee and eroeaed the Hohawk at « ford where 
now atende tbe Seotla bridge. From tbie fording place two trails 
paMed np the river one on either aide. Lewis H. Morgan. 

■ In 1723 a large tract of land was pnrchaaed from the Indians to 
be later confirmed bj letters patent from the King. To this tract soon 
came bmbj of those Palatine Qermana who had in 1711 settled at 
Schoharie and who had been led to change their place of reeidenee 
becavae of diffieoltiea arising over their tiUea, Accessions to the settle- 
ment were made from time to time until at the period of the Berolutiou 
it embraced one of the moet prosperous sections of Trjon Countj-, 

* Thej bad been induced to immigrate bj Sir William Johnson and 
were settled as tenante on his eetatea in Tariona parta of tbe Eingaboro 
Tract. 
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William Johnson;" sonthward to the headwaters of 
the Susquehanna, settled mainly by Scotch-Irish," and 
in the valley of the Schoharie to some seven miles 
beyond Middleburg, settled also by Palatine Qermans/ 
From among the English, Irish and Scotch-High- 
landers mainly were recruited the Tories, while from 
tiie ranks of the Dutch and Palatines and from the 
Scotch-Irish came the men to whom we owe Oriskany 
and upon whom fell the burdens of resisting the 
repeated raids of Indian and Tory that swept the 
Valley with a fury that was paralleled in no other sec- 
tion of the Colonies daring the whole war. 

■ Sir WiUiMD Johnwm came to the Mohawk YsUej in 1738, as the 
agent of liu tmele, Sir Peter Warren. He fonnded a settlenient which 
he called Warron'a Bnah and remained there five yeara. He then 
remoTod to a tract of land near Amaterdam which be had acquired In 
1741 and npon which be had already erected the stone faonae, still stand- 
ing, known as Fort Johnson. He remored to Johnson Hall, Johnatown, 

in ires. 

• In 1741 MTeral familiea, induced to nnlgrate from London<lerr7, 
N. H., settled on the Lindeaay Patent 

T Thia waa the original Palatine aettlement, dating back to 1711, from 
wlkich thoae who had aettled at Stone Arabia had removed. 
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CHAPTER n 

SCHENECTADY 

The approximately twenty-four hundred souls who, 
in 1773, compoBed the population' of Schenectady, 
were chiefly of Low Dutch origin. Among them, 
however, were nmnbered some Irish and not a few 
English,* for there had been many immigrants from 
New England, while British regulars and New Eng- 
land militia had for nearly a century garrisoned' the 
fort, and discharged soldiers mixing with the popula- 
tion had married Dutch wives and become settlers. 
The English element had moreover been augmented* 
from time to time by those who came direct from their 

1 Oolon«] Honij B. Liviugatou, in his mamiBeript joonud of tlw 
Can&dian «xp«dition, places tlie number of hoasM in Selienoetadr ia 
1T7S as Uiree hondred. This ia the same noraber aa noted bj BieliaTd 
Smith in 1769. The Harqnis de Chaatelleux statea that eight people 
were the average nomber residing in one house. The writer ia inclined 
to believe that the eatimate of Jabei Maud Fisher of four hundred 
honaea in 1773 ia too high and he has eonaeqoentl; det«niiiued the 
peculation of tlie town proper at this period on the baaia of three 
handred honaee. 

■ Bererend William Andrewi, rector of St. George '■ Ghnreh, reported 
to the Bocie^ for the Propagation of the Goepel on March IS, 1771, 
that "abont 60 grown np peraona" regolarlj attended hia chorch. 

* Thia waa moatljr previous to 17B4. After the close of the Old 
French War few troops were Stationed here. Jonathan Pearson. 

< Daniel CampbeU came to Seheneetadj in 17S4, John Duncan in 
17SS, AlfTMnJ^w Oampbell in 1762, while the latai well-known flim of 
Phyn ft EUiee was in bosineas in 1768. 
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native land to take up their residence here because of 
the mercantile adrantages offered. 

Conunereially, Schenectady was admirably situated, 
for through it ran the Great Highway leading west- 
ward and here became navigable the Mohawk Biver. 

From its first settlement Schenectady had been pri- 
marily a trading community and early it became an 
important and flourishing town, a transfer point for 
the products of the West to be carried by wagon to 
Albany, or shipments of supplies from the' older settle- 
ments to be borne westward by boat. 

"According to our conjecture," wrote' Eichard 
Smith, who visited Schenectady in 1769, "the Town 
counts about 300 Dwelling Houses besides Out Houses, 
standing in 3 Principal Streets' nearly East and 
West; these are crossed by 4 or 5 other Streets.^ 
Few of the Buildings are contigaons," continues the 
Journal, "some of them are constructed in the old 
Dutch Taste* generally of Wood but sometimes of 
Brick, and there may be 6 or 7 elegant Mansions* 

■ Bichvd Smith, A Tovr of Four Great Biven, p. E2. 

'Front Street, Brewer's or Niak&jtm& (dov Union) Street, uid the 
old ro&d to Albany (now Albany Street). 

T The Viooman map of 1768 ihowg streets corresponding to the 
following of today: Washington Avenue (then Iiion, afterwards Wash- 
ington Street), Ferry Street, Choieh Street, Water Street, UiU Lone, 
Center Street, Jefferson Street, and North Street. 

■ The old Abraham Tatee house, bnilt abont 1T30, now No. lOft 
tTnion Street, is an excellent example of the Dutch style of arehitecture. 

* PosaiUy he refers to the eld Campbell mansion, now standing on 
the northeast eomer of State and Cbnreb Streets; the John Qlen man- 
sion, new No. SS Washington Avenue, or the old Ten Eyck mansion on 
the northeast comer of Qovemor's Lane and Front Street, at one time 
the residenee of Governor Joseph 0. Tates, These houses have all bem 
remodeled. 
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without including a large Dntch Ohurch" with a Town 
Oloo, a Presbyterian Meeting Honse" and a neat 
English Chnrch^* now finishing off, containing a par- 
ticular Pew for Sir William Johnson" adorned with a 
handsome Canopy supported by Pilasters. There 
are no Wharves but a public Landing or Two at 
the Ends of the Streets where the Batteaux bring the 
Peltry and wheat from above. These Batteaux which 
are boilt here" are very large, each end sharp so that 
they may be rowed either way. The townspeople 
are supplyed altogether with Beef* and Pork from 

i«The Dateli Befonned Ghnrdi, ereet«d in 17M and demoUslwd in 
1814, stood on the lite of the preeeat ehnieh, the corner of Union and 
ChuTch Streets. 

uTUi seems to hsve been s rented "meeting honse" the loeatioB 
of which cannot now be ascertained. It was not nittil October 12, 170P, 
that s lot was pnrchssed for the erection of a permanent boose of wor- 
ship. The bnilding, completed bj the end of the jrear 1773, had a 
steeple and tnrret for a bell on wliieh tlM memben of Bt. Oeorge's 
looked with envions e^ee, their church having neither. 

list. George's, tlie erection of which was commenced in 1759. 

!■ Sir William not enl; personallr contributed liberally to the fond 
for the erection of Ote ehnrch, but obtained man; contributions from hit 
friends throoghont tlie Colonies. 

1* Boat building was for nuui7 ^ears one of the principal indoatriet 
of Selieneetady, nesrlj all the boats nsed on the Mohawk beinj; bnilt 
here. The yards were along the river front extending from the preeent 
Scotia bridge to Nortb Street. The batteaux were adopted as substi- 
tntes for the bark canoee, which were too li^t to bear the increasing 
loads of merchajidise. Tbef were bnilt of whito pine boards, and 
were from twenty to twenty-flve feet long bj three end a half wide In 
the center, capable of carrying from two to five tons. Tbe iMitteanz 
were generally manned by three or fovr men and propelled by poles, 
with tbe auxiliary of ropes polled by men on shore when being forced 
over tbe rapids in the river. Several batteanx generally traveled 
together so that the batteanmen eonld lend aid to one another. These 
batteanx were in general nee until 1797, when, with the completion of 
the enterprise known as tbe Inland Lock Navigation Company, thay 
gave way to tbe larger Dnrham boats. 

i« This sold at Sd. and Sd. per poond. Biehard Smith. 
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New England, most of the MeadowB being nsed for 
Wheat, Peas and other Q-rain; however there are cer- 
tain choice Grass Meadows about the Place and yet 
at the End we entered, the Sandy Pine Land 
approaches within 300 Yards of the Bmldings." 

Jabez Mand Fisher, the son of a wealthy Philadel- 
phia shipowner, who came throxtgh Schenectady some 
four years later, places'* the number of houses at four 
hundred. He makes special note of the "vast deal of 
fine Meadow and arable ground in the neighborhood," 
of the "very considerable and profitable trade carried 
on with the Indians," and further adds that "there are 
several 100 boats go from this place to Niagara" and 
some to Detroit" loaded with dry and wet goods." 

The town was surrounded by a stockade of upright 
pickets in the shape of a parallelogram having two 
gates, one opening to the east and one to the north." 
This stockade was flanked'^ at intervals by redoubts 
or blockhouses and at the period of which we write 
enclosed'' an area bounded on tiie north and west 

i*A manuscript copy of his jonrnal is in tho possession of the 
Herkimer Connty Historical Society. 

IT Tbe route taken was up the Mohswk to atax Fort Stanwix (Borne), 
wliere was a cany to the naUrs of Wood Creek; through Oneida Lake 
into the Osirego Biver and to Oswego on Lake Ontario. From Oswego 
to Niagara the merchandise was sometimes conrejed in tbe same boats 
and sometimes in sloops. 

!■ Bererend William Andrews reported that his church was better 
attended in the winter than in the summer, for when the Mohawk waa 
open several of his congregation who were Indian traders or hatteaumen 
proceeded in their boats to "Fort Detroit and even to Miahillimackanae 
in sloop wUch [was] reckoned npward of 1000 miles from [Schenec- 
tady]." In making this trip a further carry was necessary aronud the 
falls at Niagara to Chippewa. 

1* The Sexagenary, p. 12. 

«> Docnmeuts Belatlng to the Colonial History of New York, X, 6TT. 

" Jonathan Pearson, History of Qie Schenectady Patent, p. 806. 
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hy the river, on the south by a line Btarting at the 
river and running twenty-eight feet south of State 
Street southeasterly to the present location of the 
New York Central depot, and on the east by a line 
from this point intersecting with the river at a point 
not far from the foot of North Street. 

In the center of an open space (two hundred and 
sixty-four by two hundred feet), at the junction of 
Front, Ferry and Green Streets, stood the fort, the 
south wall extending across Ferry Street three feet 
south of the north comer of the present rectory of 
St. George's Church.** This fort was erected in 
1735, and was built half of masonry and half of hewn 
timbers piled one upon the other above the masonry** 
to a height of twenty feet.** It was capable of hold- 
ing from two to three hundred men." The four cur- 
tains, which, by the way, contained no loopholes 
through which to fire the few cannon" of which the 
town boasted, were about seventy-six feet long each 
and the four bastions or blockhouses which stood at 
the comers were about twenty-four feet square.*^ 
The fort was not encircled by a ditch, as was some- 
times customary, and its entrance was through a large 
swing gate raised like a drawbridge.** 

Both the stockades and the fort were, at the begin- 

» Ihid., p. 818. 

M Doeumenta Belatiuf; to the Coloni&l History of Mew York, X, 677, 

H Jonfttban Feuson, History of the Schenectady Patent, p. 318, note. 

u Doonmento Belating to the Colonial History of New York, X, S7T. 

"The two largest came to be known as tbe "Lady Washington" 
and the "Long Nine Pounder." These gtms were placed in the streets 
so as to command the gates. Jonathan Pearson. 

" Jonathan Pearson, History of the Schenectady Patent, p. 816. 

II Documents Belating to the Colonial History of New York, X, 677. 
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ning of the Bevolntion, wholly out of repair,'* having 
been suffered to go into decay during the period of 
peace following the close of the French and liidian 
War. 

While it seems nnbeUevable that during the stirring 
timee of 1776 any means of defense, however meager, 
would be deliberately removed, — ^unless, perhaps, it 
had reached such a stage of decay as to be rendered 
useless or in order that more adequate protection 
might replace it, — ^there is evidence'" to show that 
during this year the "Old Fort" was removed. 
Whether or not such was the case the writer cannot 
definitely ascertain, but he is rather inclined to hold 
the opinion" that the fort was permitted to remain 
until after the war. This opinion is based upon the 
statements** of certain soldiers who are quite positive 
in their assertions tiiat the defenses of Schenectady 
included a fortress, which with the other works was 
guarded during the entire period of the war. 

The fact that on June 23, 1780, an act** was passed 
by the Leg^Iature enabling the inhabitants of Sche- 

■* DoenniMita BeUtiiig to the GolonUl Hiatory of New To^ Vm, 
461. 

*> Jouttliaii PMTwn, Hiator;^ of the Seheueetady Patent, p. 318, note. 

•1 Thia opinion is Bbared by ProfesBor Pesnon who, although be makes 
little point of it, Btatee (Hiatory of the Schenectady Patent, p. 332) that 
"after the doee of the Berolntionary War the defensea of the village 
were never repaired, or renewed; — the old fort waa removed and the 
land sold." 

sf'ThiB place [Seheneetady] waa iniTounded with pickets and had 
a foiLiua and other worka of defense which were guarded dnring the 
whole war." Pension Office Beeords, John Henry K 4801. 

"Thia pla<!e [Seheneetady] was during [the] war aorronnded with 
pickets and blockhouses and had a fortress and other works of defense 
were eonatantly erecting daring [the] war." Pension Office Baoords, 
Bartholomew ante B 1S4M. 

M PnbUe Piq>ere of Oeorge OUnton, V, 88ff. 
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nectady to erect a fortress does not preclude the pos- 
sibility of the old fort having been retained, for 
indeed the limited fadlities for defense offered by 
this fort would quite justify the more extensive pi<^et 
fort** suggested by QDvemor Clinton, which was sub- 
sequently" erected. 

MWork wu probftblj flUrt«d aoon cfter the ut wu puMd. There 
were on the esst aide of the. picket fort (Penrion Office Beeordfl, Jamea 
Barhjdt B 12946} wren redonbts (Pennon Office Beeorda, Weaael 
Coma W 102B. Pnblie Papara of QMrge CUuton, TI, 715) which were 
oaed aa guardhoaaee. Eigbtj-foor men eompoeed the guard, twelTe 
being anigned to etch redoubt (Peuaioa Offlee Beeorda, Weaael Oomn 

W loao). 
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CHAPTER m 

THE RISE OP THE REVOLUTIONAET 
MOVEMENT 

In coBJnnctioQ with the wave of protest against 
the Stamp Act and other measures of Great Britain 
thought to be unconstitutional and oppressive, secret 
organizations known as tiie Sons of Liberty sprang 
up throughout the Colonies. It is interesting to note 
that those who afterward became Whig and Tory 
were equally instrumental in the forming of these 
bodies. At their inception, the tendencies of these 
associations were for the most part not revolution- 
ary. They "attempted no change of government, — 
only a preservation of the Constitution."' 

In March, 1766, in compliance with a request from 
the New York Association, an organization of the 
Sons of Liberty was formed in Albany. While its 
members exhibited "the highest esteem of his most 
saored Majesty, King Oeorge the Third," and swore to 
"bear true Allegiance to him and his Royal house 
forever," they nevertheless resolved that they would 
"Venture [their] Lives and fortunes. Effectually to 

> Letter from the New York Bona of Liber^ to the Albanj AaeoeU- 
tion, April 8, 1766. The Ajnerieon Historian and QnoTteTly Ocoealogical 
Beeord, No. 4, p. 148. 
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prevent the Stamp Act from Ever taking place in 
[the] CSty or Province.'" 

Following the organization of the Albany Sons 
of Liberty, thdr Committee of Correspondence 
dispatched the following letter* to their friends in 
Schenectady: 

Qentlemen : 

Agreeable to the general sense of the FrienilB of Liberty 
over all the Colonies, and the particular instance of the Com- 
mittee at New Tork, we earnestly request Ton to advise with 
the respectable body of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Schenectady, that they form themfielvea, after the example 
of their Brethren, and appoint a Committee for Bcgolations 
and Correspondence with us, and this, and tiie other Prov- 
inces as there may be occasion; and that as soon as formed 
You give us notice, that we may transmit to you the several 
Associations, and other papers of importance we have from 
them, and &om time to time thro' them from the other 
Colonies. We think Ton will readily conceive the necessity 
of this measure, when Ton consider how general it is thro' 
all the Colonies, and that the design is no more than the most 
effectual consolidation of the best of Systems, of which we 
can neither be too jealous nor too careful. 

(Signed) FREEDOM. 

By Order of the Committee of the Sons of 
Liberty in Albany. 

* Cbiutitatioii of tlw Albmaj' Sons of Liberty. Tlie Amerieui Hitto- 
rUn and Qoarteilj' GcoMlogieal Beeoid, No. 4, p. 162. The original 
nuumaeript wm ttt one time unong the papers in the old Banders House, 
Scotia. The writer hu reason to believe that it is now in a private 
collection in Albany. 

* Tbe American Historian and Qnarterly Qmealogical Beeord, No. 4, 
p. 163. 
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While the original constitntioii of the Sons of Lib- 
erty of Albany subscribed to by ninety-four of its 
members is still in existence, together mth several 
letters "written by their Committee of Begnlation 
and Correspondence, there is available not the least 
evidaice to show that an organization was ever formed 
in Schenectady. 

As time went on differences of opinion arose regard- 
ing the controversy with the Mother Country, and 
by 1770 two parties, Whig and Loyalist, were fairly 
well defined, each with its political organization and 
each subdivided into liberals and conservatives. The 
contest at this time "was not one between those who 
favored and those who opposed the acts of the Eng- 
lish government — for both parties opposed them — ^but 
was over the form which that opposition should 
take."* 

The Loyalist party helped to call the Continental 
Congress; although the proposal came first from the 
Sons of Liberty, the moderate Loyalist looked not 
unfavorably upon this body and even the extremists 
hoped for some good from it. 

The First Continental Congress, which met at 
Philadelphia on September 5, 1774, was merely a 
group of committees with no technical authority, 
assembled with the idea of advising with each other 
regarding the pubUc welfare. It did not intentionally 
meet as a revolutionary body, yet as something like a 
state of war existed in part of the country, in the 
absence of any formally constituted government "it 
took the reins" and almost immediately, to the horror 

4 Alonnder OUrane« Fliek, LoTBlinn in New Tork, p. 22. 
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of the Loyalists, became the "inBtrnment for the 
promotion of reTolntion and independence."* 

In proportion as Congress drifted toward radical- 
ism and assmned powers not delegated to it, it was 
opposed by the Loyalists and enthnsiastically ap- 
plauded by the Sons of Liberty, who now became the 
chief supporters of the revolutionary movement. 

The Loyalists, while they were opposed to revolu- 
tion, were not satisfied with t^e pretensions of Par- 
liament. They believed it their duty to propose a 
solution of the problem and they did not believe that 
this solution conld be effected through despotic com- 
mittees enforcing laws made at Philadelphia. Their 
opposition to Congress and its recommendations was 
soon felt in every section of New York. 

In the Mohawk Valley the esteem in which Sir 
William Johnson, His Majesty's Commissioner of 
Ijidian Affairs, was held, with his tact and good 
judgment, did much to hold the radical revolutionary 
element in check. In him was placed tiie confidence 
and faith of the people, and rightly, too, for Sir 
William had seen the clouds gathering and while he 
stood loyally by the King we have reason* to believe 
that be saw justice in the demands of the colonists 
and that he was not entirely out of sympathy with 
their attitude. 

The Dutch of Schenectady, Whig sympathizers 
almost to a man, appear to have been quite content 
to sit on their "stoops" smoking their pipes in silence 

• thiA., p. 26. 

• William L. Btone, The Life uid Tiinee of BIr WlUiain JohiiMMi, 
Bkit., n, SeO. William W. Campbell, Annala of Trjon CouDtri pp. £9-30. 
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and watch the course of events.^ The anned inter- 
ference of British soldiery had had no place in their 
lives; they were staxmch friends of Sir William, for 
there were many who had served as officers under him 
in the Colonial Wars, and there was scarcely a Dnt*^ 
family but that had been represented in his companies, 
while some had been honored with grants of land and 
others had held official positions under the Crown. 

Following the death of Sir William Johnson in 
July, 1774, affairs in the Valley underwent a decided 
change. Sir John Johnson,* his son, came into pos- 
session of his estates and Colonel Q-ny Johnson,* his 
son-in-law, was appointed to succeed him as His 
Majesty's Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Neither 
Sir John nor Guy Johnson had the slightest sym- 
pathy^" with the cause of the Colonies, nor did either 
possess the tact of Sir William. From the first their 
actions were antagonistic rather than conciliatory. 

With the restraining influence of Sir William 
removed, the revolutionary movement rapidly gained 
adherents throughout the Valley. Although Colonel 

^It ia A matter of grwt regret that no MnurM of infoTmatioii hu 
been fonsd available to wammt recording in more detail the trend of 
pablie opinion in Schenectady at tbie time. 

• Sir John Johnaon wu bom November S, 1742, and died Janoarj 
4, 1S30. He had epent considerable time in England end at the age 
of twentj-three had been knitted. On the death of Sir William he bad 
refneed to accept the office of Snperintendent of Indian Aftaira and thie 
position had therefore been given to Colonel Qnj Johneon. 

• Colonel Gnj Johnson was a nephew of Sir WiQiam. He had acted 
for eome time oa his private seeretar; and had married Marj, the 
jonnger of his uncle's two daughters. Oolonel Johnson resided at Qaj 
Park one mile and a half eeat of Fort Johnson, the manaion house 
having been bunt for him bj Sir William in 1766. 

i« Both were of the aristocracr and felt onlj the wrongs of their own 
order. Donglaa Campbell. 
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Johnson made every endeavor to check the rising tide 
of oppoaition to the British Crown, so rapidly did 
this opposition spring up that in one month after Sir 
William's death the Palatine patriots openly declared 
for Congress and soon the settlers in Canajoharie and 
German Flats were almost unanimoas for "the 
undeniable privilege of being taxed only with tiieir 



" MinntM of ttie Tryon Ooimtj OommittM of B>f«t7 (flrtt m«etiiig), 
AugOBt 27, 1774. T17011 Oonnty waa the flist in New York to OTganiM lt> 
eommittM. 
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CHAPTEB rV 

THE SCHENECTADY COMMITTEE OF 

SAFETY^ AND THE FIRST MILITIA 

COMPANIES 

The First Provincial Congreas, a Whig body, called 
because the Loyalist assembly had refused to approve 
the acts of Congress, was the first revolutionary body 
in New York. Inuuediately this body assumed aU 
governing powers and to it was intmsted the enforce- 
ment of the Articles of Association signed by the Con- 
tinental Congress on October 20, 1774. 

The necessity of further localizing the execution of 
orders given by the Provincial Congress soon called 
into being county, and under them district, committees. 

Although a Committee of Correspondence repre- 
senting Albany County was organized in November,' 
1774, it does not appear that any xmusual activities 
engaged the attention of this body until May of the 
following year, when in view of the various accounts 
that were received "of the extraordinary conmiotions 
* both in the Province of Massachusetts and at New 
York,"* it was felt "indispensably necessary" that 

1 Tbtee Mminitteea were quite u fraqnentlj known aa CommittMS of 
Comspondenee. 

* A meeting, probably the flnrt, wu held on November 23. 

■ Tbe Beeorda of the Albany Conunittee of Safetj. These reeorda 
may be farther eited la the eooreo of anbaeqnont matWr in this chftptOT 
portinent to the Albanj Conunittee. 
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the sense of the townspeople be taken as to what line 
of conduct should be pnrsned at that critical juncture. 
Under the direction of a subcommittee a meeting of 
the citizens was therefore called, and at this meeting, 
held on the afternoon of May 1, the following ques- 
tions were placed before the people : 

Are yon wiUing to co-operate with onr Brethren in New 
York, and the several Colonies on the Continent in their oppo- 
sition to the Ministerial Plan now prosecuting against usf 

Are yon willing to appoint Persons to be (eonjointly with 
others to be appointed by the several Districts in this County) 
a Committee of Safely, Protection and Correspondence with 
full iwwer to Transact all such matters as they shall conceive 
may tend to the weal of the American Canaet 

Following an affirmative decision on the questions 
at issue, the meeting at once proceeded to elect their 
Committee of Safety. 

The matter of district committees seems to have 
been taken up almost immediately, and on May* 6 a 
meeting of the "freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Township of Schenectady" was held, and as mem- 

* The Beeords of tlie Scheueetftdj Cammittee of Safe^. The minute* 
eovering the petied from the first meeting unti] U&j 27, 1776, are to 
be found in the American Hiitorian and Quarterlj Oenealoslcal Becord, 
VoL I, Noe. 1-4. Theee minutes form the lource from which mndt of 
the m&terial eoTsring thia period has been obtained. 

The American Hlatorian and Quarterly Oenealogieal Becord, "edited 
by tbe Hiatorieal Societj" and published by Mr. E. Z. Carpenter nnder 
a Scbenectsdy imprint, ia now practicatlj unknown. Indirectly, from 
the publisher, the writer has learned the hiatoij of thia little magasiue. 
There was no "Historical Soeiety" as indicated on the title-pftge of the 
publication and Mr. CsrpenteT had no saeoeiatee in the enterprise. He 
was sole editor, proprietor and printer, setting hia own ^pe and nalng 
a hand prcea which he still has. The nombera were given to frienda ai 
printed, And bnt seTenty-flve copies of each were issned. 
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berg of a cominittee to represent their district were 
selected the following:" 

Beinier Mynderse, John Sanders, 

James Wilson, Abraham Oothont, 

Hngh Mitchell, Tobias Ten Eyck, 

Henry Olen, John Boseboom, 

Harmanns Wendell, Christopher Yates. 

The committee chosen met for orgaoization on the 
ninth, at the home* of William White. Christopher 
Yates was elected chairman of the Board and Hngh 
Mitchell, clerk. John Sanders and Tobias Ten Eyck 
inmiediately refused to serve and their places were 
later'' filled by the election of Cornelius Cnyler and 
Jacobus Teller. 

The Schenectady Committee, organized as a snb- 
conmiittee of that of Albany County,* regularly sent 
delegates* to its conferences. Soon it became the 
principal"' organ of local government with duties 
wide and important, for not only were its members 
to attend to the raising of such troops and funds as 

■ The roTolntionarj records of tiww men and of thow reaidento of 
the SeheoMtadf Diatriet anbaeqaantly refen«d to will be found in tlie 
Appendix. 

■ Where now atanda the honse known aa No. 9 North Cfanrch Street 
Bnbaeqnent maetinga of the Committee were for lome time held here. 

* At a pnblie meeting bdd on Ma,j 87. 

* In Albanj Connt^ eighteen diatrieta elected one hnndivd and flftj- 
four member* of the Connt; Committee. Alexander CUrenM Flick. 

*The entire Scheneetadr Boud attended the flnt meeting of the 
Albany CommittM held after its organixation. At Bubeeqnent meetinga 
two mambera generally eonstitnted the repreeentation. 

1* While theae bodiea acted qoite independeotlj in minor mattera, 
there wbb alwaya a marked leapect ahown for ordeia or auggeatlona 
from hi^iM anthoritiea and mattera of major importance were referred 
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Bhoold be required from the district, all details of 
military organization and later the regulation of 
prices to be charged for commodities, bnt they were 
also required to seize and secure all who were believed 
to hold sentiments unfriendly to the cause of the 
Colonies and, until the appointment of the Commis- 
sioners for the Detecting and Defeating of Conspira- 
cies," to act as judges in cases of the trials of persons 
charged with treason against the State. All expenses 
incurred by the Committee were chargeable to the 
County Committee, and membership in subsequent 
organizations was determined as in the first by popu- 
lar election, — ^the elections being held at intervals of 
six months and the chairman and clerk in each case 
selected by the Committee itself. 

It is interesting to note that the activities of the 
Schenectady Committee were not confined to inter- 
nal affairs alone. Much sympathy seems to have 
been evinced for their friends in New England, and 
in August (1775) Cornelius Cuyler was appointed to 
receive donation wheat for the poor of Boston, while 
by December 18, £73 N. T. C. had been raised for 
their relief. It is interesting to note, too, the petty 
annoyances to which, during the early period of the 
war, members of the Committee were subjected by 
those politically opposed. There were constantly 
being brought before the Board at this time those who 
had spoken disparagingly of certain of its members, 
and on one occasion there was ordered to appear one 
Oeorge Ramsey who was strongly suspected of having 

11 Much detailed informatioD regarding these boards m^ be found 
in the Introdnction to the Minutee of the CommiHioQers for Detecting 
and Defeating ConipiracieB in the State of New York, and in LoTaliam 
in New York. 
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been concerned in putting tar and feathers on several 
of their doors the night before. 

On May 24 the first measnres looking toward the 
defense of the township were taken, for at the meet- 
ing of the Conunittee of Safety on that day it was 
voted" to purchase three hundred and thirty-eight 
ponnds of powder, then in the possession of Daniel 
Campbell and stored in Albany, at three shillings per 
pound, and to inunediately post "advertisements" in 
the most pnblic places calling a meeting of the inhabi- 
tants on the twenty-seventh for the purpose of 
informing the Board how they were provided with 
arms and anunnnition. 

At the public meeting on the twenty-seventh it was 
nnanimonsly agreed to accept a resolution passed by 
the Committee the day previous, calling for the rais- 
ing of three companies of minute men,'* two in the 
town and one in the Westina" — each company to con- 
sist of one captain, two lieutenants, four sergeants, 
three corporals, a drum, and fifty privates, and the 

II This action wka taken for fear ' ' of tlie evil OoiuaqiieaceB thkt 
[might] attend [ita] falling in the liands of [theii] EnemyB." A 
subMqueitt resolntion of the Committee appointed John Port and John 
G. Lansing cnrtodiana of tida powder and empowered them to aell it to 
an^ of the inhabitants of the township at a price of "Se. Bd. per poimd, 
So. lOd. bj the half ponnd, 4b. hj the quarter, " No powder was, how- 
ever, to be diapoaed of outside the dirtriet without eo order from the 



!■ Under the militia law of Jnlr 18, 17TS, It was deeignated that one 
f onrth part of the militia of otvtj county waa to coneiat of minute men 
who were "to be ready en the ehorteat Notice to march to any Place 
when their Aseiatauee [was] reqnired for the Defenw of their own or 
a neighboring Colony." 

■* The Weatina (Woeetyne), or the Wildemeaa, aeema to have applied 
alike to the land on the north aide of the Mohawk now known aa Oko- 
Tille and to the land lying oppoeito on the south side now known aa 
Botterdam. 
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First Company, 



meeting further requested that the Committee appoint 
the officers for these companies. 

The Committee consented to act upon the reqneat 
of the meeting and the following selection was at 
once made : 

Captain, Jellis J. Fonda. 

First lieutenant, Andrew Van 

Patten. 
Second lieutenant, Myndert A. 

Wemple. 

(Captain, Cornelius Van Dyck. 
First lieutenant, John Mynderse. 
Second lieutenant, Gerrit Veeder. 

Captain, John Van Patten. 
First lieutenant, Comehns Van 

Slyck. 
Second lieutenant, Myndert B. 

Wemple. 



Third Company, 



Digitized byGoOgle 



CHAPTEK V 

SCHENECTADY RAISES A COMPANY FOB 
THE DEFENSE OF TICONDEROGA 

Ethan Allen, with his one hnndred and fifty nndis- 
ciplined troops known as the "Green Honntain 
Boys," had taken possession of Fort Tieonderoga on 
May 10, and on the next day Crown Point had been 
oocapied by another detachment under Seth Warner. 
These onexpected victories had given great impetas 
to the American cause. Albany at once dispatched 
two companies to the forts to assist in retaining pos- 
session of the large number of cannon and other mili- 
tary stores that had been captured, and on the twenty- 
ninth, in consequence of a request from the Committee 
of Safety at Albany, the Schenectady Committee voted 
to raise one company" for service at Tieonderoga. 

of the man enlivting was 



CtptAiu, per month 6 

LieuteDMit, per montli 4 

Enngn, pw month 8 

Sergeant, per month 2 8 "AH LawfoII monej 

OorporaJ, per montli 2 4 of Hetr 'EngimnA." 

Dnunmer, per month 8 4 

Fifer, per month 8 4 

Private, per month 2 

Bneh Boldiai enlisting wna reqoiied to rign "the uaoeiation neam- 
mended br the Honorable, the Oontinental Congreae." 
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To Comelina Van Dyck was giyfen the command of 
this company and the authority* for making the nec- 
essary enlistments. Benjamin Hilton was appointed 
lieutenant and Cornelius Van Slyck eusign. Hilton at 
onee refused to serve and Van Slyck was therefore 
promoted to take his place, while the vacancy was 
filled by the appointment of John Q-. Lansing as 
ensign. 

On the day following the one on which it was voted 
to raise the company the Committee at Schenectady 
reported* to the Albany Committee that although they 
had been snccessful in raising a few men they were 
without arms with which to equip them. To this letter 
the Albany Committee replied* that they were well 
pleased with the readiness shown in raising men for 
"the new intended Continental Service," and they fur- 
ther expressed the hope that the Committee would 
have a company "in compleat order ready for march- 
ing on the first Notice," adding that a quantity of 
arms then under "Separation" would be in good 
order in two or three days and that with these "audi 
of the Forces of the County as [should] first go up 
[would] be supplied." 

The men as enlisted were boarded* about town and 
to each recruit was given a ribbon,* evidently to 

1 Eia commiBHon from the ProniicUl Gongrm, togetltar witb tha 
eomndfldoiu of tlie other ofSeera of hia eompaaj, was glvan on Jnfy Q. 

* Tbe Becorda of the Albany Oonunittae of Safet;, Uar 31, 1779. 

■ Thoaa Jlrat enlisting were boarded at the hooaee of John Walah and 
Bobert Martin, who were paid "at the rate of one ihilling, N. T. Onf 
rencT', per day, per man," for their board and lodging. 

• On December SO, 1775, the Committee authorized a paTment of 
sereoteen ahiUingg to John Boaeboom "for lUbbons bought for <^ptaln 
Van D7ak'B Secroita." 
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denote, in lien of a uniform, that the wearer was a 
soldier in the ConfineDtal service. 

On Jone^ 9, word was received from the Albany 
Committee that it would be some little time before 
the company would be called upon for service. The 
Committee, moved perhaps by a desire to economize, 
certainly by no sense of justice, the more so as they 
farther decreed that the members of the company 
should be required to spend two days each week in 
learning the military exercise, resolved that the men 
who had already enlisted be allowed neither provision 
nor billeting money nntil their services were required 
and that those to whom the arrangements were unsat- 
isfactory should be paid off and discharged. 

It was not until June' 17 that the commissary at 
Albany was authorized to issue fifty guns for the use 
of Captain Van Dyck's company, and it would appear 
from an original enlistment roll* still extant that it 
was not until the receipt of this equipment that Cap- 
tain Van Dyck really endeavored to secure a fcdl quota 
for his company. 

Enlistments, however, were slow, as between Jane 
19 and August 7 the names of bat thirty-two men were 
seonred, each in his turn volunteering "to preserve, 
if possible, the just liberties of America and to keep 
and defend the important Port of Ticandaroga in con- 
junction with [their] brethren of New England," and 
at the same time promising "by the ties of religion, 
honor and love of [their] country to obey such orders 

* On Jiuw 7 tbe Albany OonunittM Mriooalr debated the adriakbilitr 
of diabanding tlio f«w soldiera alreadj eulistad, but fliudlf nMlved that 
the eompanj b« eontiniied. 

* The Beeorda of the Albacj Committee of Safety, 

* Thii ToQ if in the poawition of the writer. 
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as the Capt. [should] from time to time direct and 
command.*"' 

On July 13 orders were finally received for the 
company to march to Lake Q«orge." Both Captun 
Van Dyck and Lieutenant Van Slyck were absent 
from town recruiting at the time the instructions were 
received and the Committee therefore decided to order 
the company to march on the morrow under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Lansing." Upon being drawn np 
and acquainted with the resolve of the Committee, the 
men absolutely refused to march save under the com- 
mand of their captain, and as the only means of solving 
the problem "an express" was immediately ordered 
dispatched requesting Captain Van Dyck to return at 
once, while to (General Schuyler" was sent a letter 
advising him of the reason for the delay. 

10 80 reads the enlistment roH. 

11 On June 22 the CoDunittee fnmiabed twentj wagone "on the pubUo 
credit" to ewrj provisiona to this pUce. 

II On Jnlf 10 he bad been recommended to the PronDcial Congress 
to All the pMition of first lieutenant in the recmiting service. 
I* He was in command of the Northern Department; 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE CONTINENTAL LINE, THE MILITIA AND 
THE OBGAIOZATION OF THE SCHE- 
NECTADY BATTALION 

On June 28, 1775, under a resolntion of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, was formed the New York Continen- 
tal Line, oonaistiug of four regiments of infantry and 
one company of artillery. 

Philip Schnyler had already been appointed to the 
command of the Northern Department of New York, 
and Washington had taken commftnd of the disorgan- 
ized forces around Boston. 

On the formation of the Continental Line many of 
the men thronghont the Valley hastened at once to 
enlist. So short, however, was the term of enlistment 
(six months) and so Bcattered and inadeqnate are the 
records that it is impossible to trace either the names 
or the service performed by these early patriots. - 

To supplement the regular army, provision was 
made for the raiaing of state militia, and as it is in con- 
nection with the militia that we shall record the major 
part of the war activities performed by the men of 
Schenectady, Bome consideration* of this branch of the 
service may not be without interest. 

I The material tiaed in this eomiectioQ iii baaed for the moat part 
npoa ataUmotla of SebenMtadf aoldien fonnd in the reeords of the 
Penaion Office. 
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In the matter of reoraiting, the names of the able- 
bodied men were (with few exceptions) enrolled in 
their respective localities, and from the lists so com- 
piled companies were formed. Service was generally 
hy draft, and members of any one company, except 
where the whole regiment was called out, rarely 
served under the officers of the company to which they 
belonged; both privates and officers being selected by 
ballot, some from one company, others from another, 
whenever caUed upon to take part in any tour or 
expedition. On such expeditions a detachment of 
militia was generally placed under the command of 
but one officer and when the detachment was small such 
an officer was not always a commissioned one.' 

When a detachment of militia left home the men 
were required to provide themselves with a given 
number of days' provisions. Those who were too poor 
thus to provide themselves drew provisions from the 
quartermaster, commissary or other proper officer 
nearest to their place of residence. When stationed 
at posts and garrisons where there were Continental 
stores, the militia drew rations from these stores ; but 
when there were no such stores at hand, as for instance 
when they were engaged in ranging the woods or 
serving in scouting expeditions, they obtained provi- 
sions as and wherever they could find them, being on 
such occasions furnished with authority to do so.* 

The duties required of the militia were varied. 

1 Pension Offlee Becorda, Daniel Kittle W 21528. Pension Office 
Beeorde, WiDiom Coil W 23736. 

* PenniMion to purchase seems Itrat to bBTe been asked, but in esMt 
of refusal proTisioua were taken by force. James BcrhTdt mentions 
(PensfoD Office Beeorda S 12M8) an instance whieh happened on a ob- 
tain expedition to Harpersfield. A man refused to give up a sheep 
required for the detail, whereupon it was confiscated, and the man later 
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They acted as graards for Tory prisoners or supplies 
in transportation, served to apprehend Tories, or in 
reliefs on the frontier and at the option of their offi- 
cers could be called upon to perform either garrison, 
field or fatigue duty.* They were not, however, 
required to serve outside the State, and periods for 
which they were drafted were usually of short dura- 
tion, although the militia were liable for and often 
performed more extended duties.* Active service 
over, the men returned to their homes, to take up 
again their daily occupations — no note in most cases 
made of the part they played and aU record of 
individual service forever lost. 

Upon the militia little reliance was placed by the 
staff officers of the regular army and this not without 
some justification. The average militiaman was 
arrogant, insolent and for the most part totally 
devoid of any idea of discipline. He knew his rights 
and quite freely asserted them. At a critical point in 
a campaign he would not infrequently return home to 
harvest his crops and quite as frequently flatly refuse 
to serve when ordered out on an alarm. 

This attitude on the part of the militiamen should 
not be too severely condemned nor must it be assumed 
that their grievances were without foundation. Their 
pay was small and difficult to obtain when earned; 
food and clothing were equally scarce; much was 
expected of them and a distant alarm often meant 

■ent to Hurtford & piiaoner, having been found guilty of disaffeetion 
upon trial bj the GonunittM at Bchenectad]'. 

• PflDiion Office Beeords, Simon J. Van Antwerp S 28924. 

• WLen the toiua were of long dvatioii three or (our diaftingB oft«n 
took place, one squad relieving another. Pension (Mee Becoida, Daniel 
Kittle W 21928. 
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leaving their wives and children exposed to the raids 
of the enemy. 

It will be a matter of interest to note in the follow- 
ing pages that although on several occasions the men 
of Schenectady displayed much the same attitude 
as the "average militiaman," much more frequently 
they answered the call to arms with alacrity and per- 
formed services which are justly commendable. 

On September 2, 1775, agreeable to a request from 
the Committee of Safety, a meeting of all the militia 
of the town of Schenectady was held at the Dutch 
Church for the purpose of forming companies in 
accordance with the plans of the Continental and Pro- 
vincial Congresses.* 

At this meeting the three companies already formed 
were reorganized and two additional companies raised. 
Jellis J. Fonda' and John Van Patten* were retained 

• The Hinotw of the 8cb«ii«eUd7 Committee of Sftfetjr. 

1 Ckptsin Fond& aerred until the end of the war. The other offieera 
in hia compuf were: 

Fint tieoteuuit, Andrew Van Patten. Beappointed Jane 20, 1778. 

Second lieutenant, Uyndert A. Wemple. Baappointed Jnne £0, 1778. 
Promoted to rank of flnt lieutenant February £fi, 1780, and assigned 
to Captain HjnderM's eompanj. His office wm filled b^ the promotion 
of Niebolu Tatea. 

Ensign, Nicholas Tatea. Beappointed June SO, 1778, and promoted 
to the rank of second Uentanant Februai; 26, ITSO. His office waa flilad 
bj the a{)pointment of Lawrtnea Vrooman. 

■ Captain Van Patten reeigned his eommiasion toward the doae of 
the war. The other officers in hia company were : 

First lieotenant, Comelina Mebie. The name of Teunia Swart appears 
aa holding this office June 20, 1778. 

Second lieutenant, Simon F. Van Patten. The name of Philip Veddet 
i^peare aa holding this office June 20, 1778. 

Ensign, Daniel Toll. Beiq>pointed June 20, 177S. 

This company was recruited in the Westins and during the war this 
section, an especially ezpoeed one, was constantly patrolled by its mem- 
bers. This company also garriaoned the dwelling-boQse of Taonia 
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as captains; John Mynderse,' who had originally been 
selected as a lieutenant in Captain Van Dyck's com- 
pany, was promoted to the rank of captain; and to 
the command of the new companies were elected 
Abraham Wemple" and Thomas Wasson." 

Swart, who on June 20, 1778, wu aerring as a Iient«iuuit under Oftpt&in 
Tan Patten. His house was located about four and a half nulea above 
Seheneetsdy on the north aide of the river almost on its bank; it was 
built of brick, was picketed in and iiad as an armament a sniall field 
piece fixed in a porthole and a quantity' of small arms, and it waa to 
tliis "fort" that the inhabitants were aecnstomed to resort for pro- 
tection in case of alarms. There were nndonbtedlr a great manj of 
tbeao so-called forts, i«., dwelling-honsea in nhieh some means of 
defense waa provided, scattered Qkronghont this aeetion. One that is 
well remembered bj maojr of the older generation as being a SQppoeed 
relic of the Bevolutionarj period waa the "Old Fort" located in Scotia, 
a few hmidred feet north of the preeent Yle^ Boad, at a point about 
the same distance west of HalCTon Street. A few years ago the foun- 
daticms of what was supposedly a watch- or bloekhonae were unearttied 
near the river at the "Hoek" not far from Ulrich's. In the space 
included by the f oondationa were found many cannon balls. 

• Captain Mynderse aerred until the end of the war. The other offi- 
ean in his company were; 

First lieutenant, Oerrit N. Veeder. He entered the Continental ser- 
riea as a captain in the spring of 1776. The office was held by Idwrenee 
llynderse June 20, 1778, and by Hyndert A. Wemple February E5, 17S0. 
Second lieutenant, Solomon Pendleton. He entered the Continental 
Bervie« tome time before October, 17TT. On June SO, 1778, the office 
waa held by Jamea H. or Jacobus Peek. 

Ensign, Lawroice Mynderse. On his promotion to the rank of first 
nontenant ttie office was filled by the appointment of Abraham Truaz. 

u Abraham Wemple was anbeeqaently eommisaioned coloneL The 
other offieers appointed for his company were: 

Fint lieutenant, Thomas Brewer Banker, subeeqnently eommisaioned 

Second lieutenant, Abraham Swita, anbeequently commissioned first 
major. 

Ensign, John B. Trooman, subsequently eommiasioned fliat lientenant. 

11 Captun Wasson served until the end of the war. The other officer* 
in his company were: 

First liantenant, John Little. John Thornton was promoted to flU 
this office on Febmary 29, 1780, Little having removed from the beat. 
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The companies of Captains Fonda and Mynderse 
retained their classification as minnte men and as 
snch served until the spring of 1777, when they were 
incorporated with the regular militia. The motto of 
these companies as noted on their flags was "Liberty 
or Death," and because of the color of the uniforms 
worn by their members Captain Mynderse 's company 
was known as "The Blues" and Captain Fonda's as 
"The Greens."" 

At the direction of Congress conmiissions as field 
o£Scer8 of the Schenectady militia (later known as the 
2d Albany County) were, on October 20, issued as 
follows :" 

Colonel, Abraham Wemple." 

lieutenant-colonel, Jacob Schermerhom." 

First major, Abraham Swits." 

Second major, Nicholas P. Veeder.^^ 

Seomd lieateiuuit, John Tltoniton. Promoted to raak of lint li<n- 
t«ii«it, Fflbnuuy 26, 1780, and hia offieo dlled b7 the appointmeiit of 
Willuun Hoore. 

Ensign, Jacob Sollivan. Aleiander Crawford was appointed to ffll 
thia office on Febrou? 26, 1760, Snllivan havisg died. 

Ottptftin WasBon's company waa Tecniitad at Canybush, now the 
town of Prineetown. On June 12, 177S, the ConunittMfl at Sebohute 
and Sebeneetadf "pT^«d the adriea" of the Albauj Committee as to 
wbather this company abonld belong to the Schenectady battalion or 
to tbal of Schoharie, It waa decided that it should remain a part of 
the Schenectady regiment. 

1* Pension Office Becords, JeOii J. Fonda. 

>■ The Minutes of the Schenectady Committee of Bafety. 

i« He held this office until near tb« doae of the war, ^en he resigned 
and Abraham Oothont was promoted to flU his place. 

It He refused to accept the commiseion and on January IS, 1776, 
Christopher Yates was appointed in his atead. 

'• He held this office until the close of the war. 

IT He refused to accept the commission and on January 13, 1776, 
Hyndert H. Wemple was appointed in his stead. 
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Adjatant, Aaron N. Van Patten." 
Qaartermaster, John Peek.^* 

At a meeting of the Schenectady Committee on 
January 26, 1776, it was voted to prepare a list of 
all the male inhabitants not already in the militia, in 
order to organize farther companies. Following the 
preparation of the list those whose names appeared on 
it were required to meet on February 10 for organi- 
zation and to choose their officers. 

Three companies were thus formed and sabse- 
qnently the following officers were chosen :*" 

Captain, Thomas Brower Banker. 
First lientenant, John B. Vroo- 

man. 
Second lientenant, Aaron S. Ved- 

der. 
Ensign, Benjamin Young.** 
Captain, Henry Qleu." 
First lieutenant, John B. Mar- 

aelis." 
Second lieutenant, Nicholas Bar- 

hydt 
Ensign, Cornelias Z. Van Sant- 
voord. 

I'Be rsfnaed to accept the eommiwion «ud on Ttbnarj 10, 177S, 
Jcdin Van DricMii nss &ppoint«d in hia (t«ad. 

» He TMigned hii eommiMioD on December 9, and on Januar; 18, 
177S, Jolm Poet wu appointed in hia stead. 

M The Minntee of the Seheneetadr Committee of Safetj. 

n The name of Freeman Behennerhom appean aa holding thia office, 
June 20, 1778. 

** He piobably did not eerre aetivelj m captain. Jacob Sehermerhom 
wBS alao elected to the offiee but lefnaed to serve, and at a nbaeqaent 
g of the eompanj the eaptainej was Toted to Abraham Ootbont. 
• He aerred aa flnt lieutenant nntil August, 1776, when be waa 



First Company, 



Second Company, 
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Third Company, 



Captain, Ahasneras Maraelis.** 

First lietitenant, Jesse Van 
Slyck.- 

Second lieutenant, '^^Uiam Stev- 
ens. 

Ensign, Abraham Van Eps.** 

traiufemd to Br&dt 's Sxxgta* &nd tlte office flUed hy Hit &ppoiiitnunt 9t 
John BoMboom. 

It He probablT' did not mttb hetiveij U e^itain. 

» He wM promoted to the rank of captain. The otk«r offiean of his 
eompaii7 reeoided as of June SO, 17T8, were as foUows: 

First lientaoaut, Walter Jacob Vroomsn. 

Second lieutenant, Francis Vedder. 

Ensign, Jellis Abraham Fonda. 

** Be was appointed a captain some time prerioas to the summer 
of mi. The other officers of his company recorded ss of June 20, 
1778, were as follows: 

First lientenant, Jellis Tates. 

Second lientenant, Phil^ Ton Torst, Jr. 

Ensign, Aaron I. Van Antwerpen. The name of John Veddei appeora 
as holding this office, Febnury 20, 1780. 
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CHAPTEE Vn 

THE INDIANS. EUMOES EEGABDING THE 
JOHNSONS AND COLONEL GUT'S SUB- 
SEQUENT DEPAETUB?E FEOM THE 
VALLEY 

Both the colonists and the Mother Country bad 
been quick to realize the important part to be played 
by the Confederacy of the Six Nations^ should their ■ 
differences lead to a clash of arms. As early as 
1774 efforts were made in behalf of the colonists, 
through the Stoekbridge Indiana, to secure the sym- 
patbies of the Mohawks, while to Beverend Samuel 
Kirkland' was intrusted the matter of winning* over 
the Oneidas. In behalf of England Colonel Johnson, 
acting under orders, had sought to hamper the work 

1 Their iMuub«r in 1773 is eatlmsted u tirdve tbonaaud Ave hun- 
dred. (Unnamed ftvtboritj. Quoted United St&tea Cenna. 18&0.) 

■ He waa bom at Norwich, Connecticut, December 1, 174], and died 
Febrnarr 28, 1808. In 1764, with Uia approval of Sir William Johnson, 
he took ap hia roBidenee among the Seneeaa as a miMionar^ and in 
1766 settled at Oneida. He performed valnable serricee as an inter- 
prater, acted as a chaplain in the armj during the Berotntion and in 
1798 founded Eamilton-Oneida Academy, the germ of Hamilton College. 

■ On Jime SS, 177S, Kiikland appeared before the Seheuectadj Com- 
mittee with fl*e Oneida Indians and requested that some mem- 
ber of the Board aecompanj- them to Albany, whither they were bonnd. 
Jolm Boseboom was appointed for this serviee and on the return of 
the Indians to Seheneetad; a few dayi later the Committee voted to 
give them some presents to show their "friendly disposition" and to 
entertain tliem while in town at the house of William White. 
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of Kirkland and to retain the friendship of the 
Indians. 

Scarcely had the Committee of Safety at Schenec- 
tady been formed when mmors* began to be freely 
circnlated to the effect that Colonel Johnson, in abuse 
of his office as Indian Superintendent, was desirous 
of bringing about an Indian uprising with a view of 
"cutting off" those who opposed him and that he was 
laying plans to this end. 

So persistent were these rumors that Colonel John- 
son, fearing the consequences were he to [>ennit them 
to go xmrefuted, placed' the matter before the Sche- 
nectady Committee on May* 18, thus stating his 
position : 

G«nt1emen : We have, for Bome A&y% paat, he&rd of many 
threats from the public, that give us reason to apprehend 
that the persons or properties of gentlemen of the first coiue> 
qneuce, both with respect to station and property, would 
have been insulted in this county, and myself in particular, 

« On Hao^ 20 ttie Committee received » letter stating tbat the beuer 
"had beard Colonel Ony JohsMn deeiie some Indiaiu to rise in arma and 
Oat off the Inhabitants" and on tlie twentf-seeond it waa reported 
on good antboritf that one Hr. Fletcher, a schoolmaster in the town, 
had said that Colonel Johnson "would come down the river with five 
thousand Indians and eat [tliem] all off" and that ha had fnrthar 
stated "that it would be right and if he bad it in his Power he would do 
the same for [tbey] were all rebels." Hr. Fletcher seema to have veij 
wisely left town after indnlging in tbeee remarks, aa be eonld not latw 
be located by the Committee. 

> Jeptha B. Simms, Frontiersmen of New York, I, IM. 

• On May 20, Colonel Johnson dispatched a second letter to the Com- 
mittees of Albany and Schenectady representing the danger be believed 
himrwif to be in of being seiiad and impriaoned "either by the New 
Englanders or some persons in or about the city of Albany or town of 
Schenectady," aa the result of the "ridicnlone and maliciona report 
that [be] intend[ed] to make tbo Indiana destroy the inhabitanta." 
WiUiam L. Stone, Life of Joseph Brant, I, 67-69. 
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under color of a gross and notorious falsehood, altered hy 
some 'worthlefls scoundrels, respecting my intentiODS as 
Superiot^ident of Indian affairs. To gentlemen of sense 
and moderation these malicious, ill-founded chaises ought 
to be self-evidently false, as my duty is to promote peace, 
and my office of the highest importance to the trade and 
frontieiB ; but as these reports are daily increasing, it becomes 
me, both as a subject and a mian, to disavow them, and until 
I can find out and chastise the infamous author, to assure 
the public of their mistake, and to acquaint them that it has 
rendered it my duty for self-preservation, so necessary, that 
I have taken precaution to give a very hot and disagreeable 
reception to any perscois who shall invade my retreat; at the 
same time I have no intention to disturb those who choose to 
permit me the honest exercise of my reason and the duties of 
my ofSce; and requesting that yon will immediately cause 
this to be made public to the Albany Committee. 
I remain, Gent'n, your very humble serv't, 

G. JOHNSON. 

Much, however, as Colonel Johnson songht to check 
it, the current of opinion continned to increase in 
its hostility to him. The gossip of the day abounded 
in stories, false or otherwise, circulated for the bene- 
fit of one side or the other. One, to the effect that 
the person of Colonel Johnson was in danger of being 
seized and their supply of powder thereby cut off, 
evidently spread with a view of inciting the Indians 
against the colonists, so well succeeded in its purpose 
that on May 20 Little Abram, a chief of the Lower 
Castle of Mohawks, in behalf of the Indians, thus 
appealed' to the magistrates and committees at 
Albany and Schenectady: 

' The original of tlie ■peeeh as interpTetod bj BeveTsod Somod 
KirUand ia to be found among the Tmmball Papen in tlte powew io n 
of the MasMChncettc Hiotorieal Sodety, XXVII, S43. 
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Brothers — 

Oar present sitaatioQ is vei? disagreeable and ala rm ing, 
what we never expected, therefore desire to know what is 
designed by the reports that are spread amongst as. We hear 
that Companies and Troops are coining from one quarter to 
another to molest ns, Particnlarlj from New England to 
apprehend and take away by Violence our Superintendent 
and extingaiah oar Gonncil Fire, for what reason we know 
not — 
Brothers — 

We desire yoa woald inform as, if yon know of any soch 
dee^ on foot either l^ the New England People or in yoor 
Yicinity and not deceiTe ns in this Matter for the Conae- 
qnencee will be important and extensiTe — 
Brothers — 

We shall support and defend onr Superintendent and not 
see oar Coancil Fire extingaished — 

We hare no Inclination or porpose of interfering in the 
Bispate between Old Ei^Iand and Boston; the white 
People may settle their own Qaarrela between themselves; 
ve shall never meddle in those matters, or be the Aggres- 
sors, if we are let alone. We have for a long time lived in 
peace with one another and dae wish ever to continue bo. 
But ahoold our Saperintendent be taken from ns, we dread 
the Conseqaences, the whole Confederacy woald resist it, 
and all their Allies, and as reports now are, we should not 
know where to find our Enemies; the innocent might fall 
with the G-ailty. We are so desirous of maintaining Peace 
that we are unwilling the Six Nationa should know the bad 
Beport spread amongst us & threats given oat — 
Brothers — 

We desire you will satisfy ua as to your knowledge of tie 
foundation of those reports, and what your News are and 
not Deceive us in a matter of so much Importance^ 
Signed Abram Chief. 
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In answer to the appeal of Little Abram, at a con- 
ference of the liidians called at Quj Park on May 25, 
a committee' composed of delegates from Albany and 
Tryon' connties declared'" to the Indians in the pres- 
ence of Colonel Johnson that the reports concerning 
intended harm to their snperintendent were false. 
They declared further that they hoped the report in 
regard to the powder was false also, and assured the 
Indians that on their retnm they would inform their 
"old and wise men" of the report and nse every 
endeavor, if it were so, to prevent any recurrence in 
the future. 

The Indians on their part again expressed them- 
selves as being peaceably disposed toward the inhabi- 
tants, but made it quite plain that if their supplies of 
powder which they obtained from their superintendent 
were cut off, they would surely distrust them. 

The Indians who attended the conference were 
mostly Mohawks, and as the Western Indians who 
were invited to attend were not represented, the coon- 
dl was soon adjourned with a view of meeting later 
at Crosby's Manor near German Flats. This coun- 
dl was never held. Colonel Johnson remained bat a 
short time at Crosby's Manor and then proceeded 
westward to Fort Stanwiz," accompanied not only 

* (SiTistopbw Ttttee and Jolm Bowboom were appointed to represent 
tke Sdtoiectadf Committee. 

■ Trjon Cmmtj wu taken from Albanf Oonnty in 177S and named in 
bonor of Willifim Ttjoa, then governor of tbe province. It indnded 
all the eolonial settlements west and Mnitliweet of Schenectady, and waa 
divided into Ave districts, — Hohavk, Oanajoharie, Palatine, German 
Tlata and Eingtland. 

loTrtimbnll Fapent, XXVn, 246. 

iiTIiii fort, b^nn in 1TS8 bj Brigadier-General Jolm Stanwix of 
tbe British Annf, was situated within the boondaiiM of the prcMut vil- 
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by Ms family and some five hundred retainers who 
had left Qny Park with him, bat also by a large body 
of Mohawk Indiana from the Upper Castle. The stay 
at Fort Stanwix was but a brief one, Colonel John- 
son and his followers proceeding almost at once to 
Ontario, where a council of the Western Indians was 
convened. 

Thus far no act of open hostility had been com- 
mitted by Colonel Johnson, although his movements 
were viewed with the greatest suspicion by the 
settlers. While the council was being held at Ontario 
the whole Valley was again thrown into alarm by 
rumors that reached the Tryon County Committee on 
good authority that "Col. [Guy] Johnson was ready 
with eight or nine hundred Indians to make an inva- 
sion of the Country, that the Indians were to be xmder 
the Command of Joseph Brant" and Walter Butler^' 
and that they were to fall on the inhabitants below 
the little falls in order to divide the people in two 
parts.'"* 

The cause for this alarm seemed the more real as 
Sir John Johnson still remained at Johnstown, sur- 
rounded by a large body of loyal followers. 

lage of Borne, N. T. It wu occupied in Jane, 177S, hf Oolond Eliu 
Dajton mod nt this time tbe name was ebanged to Fort Etehnjler. 

11 Joeeph Brant (T]ia7endanegea), a full-blooded Mohawk of the Bear 
clan, was bom in 174E and died November E4, 1807. He waa a brgtlier- 
in-law of Sir William Johnaon, Sir William hanng married hie alarter 
UoUf. Earlj he beoune an aotiTe LoTslist and later rendered valaable 
urTiees to the British GoYemment, under which he held a colonel's 



i«Tha celebrated Torj of the VaQer, whose oft-mentioned deeds of 
crneltj rcndw his name abhorred to this dsf. 

i« Letter from the Trjon Coontj Committee to the Oommittaes at 
Alban; and Sehenectadj, Jolf IS, 1778, WaabingtoD Pttpen, lAhmj 
of Congiees. 
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The Tryon County Committee wrote" to the Albany 
and Schenectady Committees on Jnly 13, placing the 
matter before them, stating that tiiey had every 
reason to believe the reports true, and further that 
they feared that all their enemies in the county would 
appear in arms aa soon as the Ladians approached. 
"Our ammunition is so scant,'* continued the letter, 
"that we cannot famish three hundred men so as to 
be able to make a stand against so great a number. 
In these deplorable circumstances we look to you for 
Assistance both in men and ammonition to save this 
County from slaughter and desolation." 

It will be remembered that Captain Van Dyck's 
company was on July 13 under orders to march to 
Lake Qeorge. 

Immediately upon its receipt the letter from the 
Tryon County Committee had been forwarded" by 
the Schenectady Committee (who first received it) 
to the Committee at Albany who at once dispatched 
it by "an express" to General Schuyler, who was then 
at Saratoga, with the suggestion^' that if he thonght 
it advisable he should countermand his former orders 
and permit the company to march to the relief of 
their friends to the westward. 

On the fonirteenth General Schuyler's answer was 
received. "The letter yon have enclosed," it read," 
"is of a truly alarming nature and requires the most 
immediate and vigorous efforts to connteract the 
meditated evil. And I would advise that not only Capt 
Van Dyck and his company but also such others as 

M The BMords of the Albuj Oominittee of Safety. 

VI Ibid. 

\»Ibid. 
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you oan possibly get should immediately March into 
Tryon County with the Albany and Schenectady 
MUitia who should also be requested to march to the 
relief of that Coxmty. Yon will please to supply Capt. 
Van Dyck's Company with ammunition** and send all 
you can spare to the Inhabitants of Tryon County." 
Whatever may have been the plan of the Johnsons, 
the one feared was not carried out Colonel Guy 
retnmed to Oswego from Ontario, succeeded in win- 
ning a few more Indians to the British cause, and 
then proceeded with his followers to Canada. 

'•The Albanj OmnmittM bod but time handisd pound* of powder 
in store. Of thia tbey sent one bundled and llft7 pounds to the Tttou 
Gonntr Gonuiuttee, duvging tliem for it at the rate of five sbillinge per 
pound, and tweotj-five ponnda to the CommlttM at Elchenaetad7 for tlte 
me of Captain Van Djek'i eomp&uy. (The Beeorda of the AJbanj 
Cotnmlttee of Safety.) The Seheneetadf Oommittee waa without powder 
(fMA) but forwarded three bondred ponnda of lead at forty ebilliiigx 
(^) per ewt. (The Uinntee of the Tryon Gonaty Committee of Safety, 
July 15, 1775.) 



Digitized byGoOgle 



CHAPTEB Vm 

EFFORTS ON THE PAET OF THE COLONISTS 
TO HOLD THE INDIANS IN A POSITION 
OF NETJTBALITT AND THE FRIC- 
TION WITH SIR JOHN 
JOHNSON 

To coxmteract the influence of Colonel Johnson, 
the Tryon County Committee, on Jane 29, met with 
the sachems of the Oneida end Tnsoarora tribes. At 
this meeting* were present delegates from Albany 
and Schenectady* and in the chair was Nicholas 
Herkimer. Mutnal speeches* were made, friendship 
and confidence with the two nations renewed, with a 
promise from the latter, if possible, to bring the rest 
of the Six Nations to unite with them in measures of 
peace.* 

The Indians expressed themselves as greatly 
pleased with the kindness and generosity manifested 
toward them and recommended that "the gate of 
Fort Stanwix be shut, that nothing might pass or 

iThia wu a "Meeting Extraordimuy" of the Comnittee held »t 
tbe lumM of Frederick Bellinger in the Qeiman Flats District. 

1 Hugh Mitchell and Abiaham Ootboni 

* Sente of the speeches ma^ he found In Stone's Life of Joseph Bnat 
and Campbell's Annals of Trjon Oonntr. 

«Tbe Minotaa of tbe Ttym County Committee of Safetj, June 20, 
177S. 
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repass to hurt the ootmtry.'" A like recommeiidation 
was made* to the Tryon Committee on July 3, by the 
associated settlers at Fort Stanwix, who represented 
their dangerons situation due to their exposed posi- 
tion, and it was immediately resolved that the matter 
be brought to the attention of the Schenectady Com- 
mittee that they might if so inclined' send one hundred 
men to the post. 

With a view of uslag siiU further means of keep- 
ing the Indians in a position of neutrality, Congress 
on Jnly 12 established an Indian Department with 
three subdivisions — ^Northern, Middle and Southern. 
Major-Qeneral Philip Schuyler was appointed one of 
the five commissioners of the Northern Department, 
and under the direction of this body a second con- 
ference* with the Indians was held at Albany in 
August.* 

About five hundred Indians attended this confer- 
ence. Presents to the amount of one hundred and 
fifty pounds worth of goods were distributed and, 
while the Council was not wholly representative, the 

* The Minntea of th« TT7011 Gonntf OominittM of Stifety, Joly 3, 1779. 

* Other than brmging the matter to the »tt«ution of the Albany 
Committee no action appeara to have been taken by the Scheneetadj 
Oonunittee, they "being unable to afford taj aasiBtance." 

* On Auguat 19, a letter nas received by the Schenectady Committee 
from Tnrbot Francis, another of the coramiasionerg of the NortheriL 
Department, requesting that no rum or strong liqnor be sold to the 
Indians aa they passed throogh the town od their way to the CovnciL 
Upon receipt of the letter the iiutmetions were immediately acted upon, 
"the Crier being sent Bound the Town" to give the necessary warning, 

* The Council commenced its aittiugs on the twenty-third and was Hm 
laat Indian council ever held in Albany. The proceedings of the Council 
nui7 be fonnd in Stone's Life of Joseph Braot, I, 430-4ST. 
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Indians solemnly agreed not to take up arms for either 
Bide. 

Toward the end of July a more serious clash than 
had yet occurred took place between Sir John John- 
son and his Whig neighbors. Alexander "White/* the 
sheriff of Tryon County, had imprisoned John 
Fonda," much to the displeasure of the Whigs, who, 
some one hundred strong, went'* to the jail" and 
forced his release. Following this the mob attempted 
to take the sheriff, shots were exchanged and White 
subsequently sought the protection of Sir John 
Johnson. 

"Expecting that an attempt would be made to 
retake Fonda," wrote" Christopher Tates" to the 
Albany and Schenectady Committees on July 22, "we 
have collected together about 5 or 600 men to pro- 
tect Fonda and take the Sheriff prisoner. We have 
wrote to Sir John Johnson, Bart, and requested him 
to deliver the sheriff to us, or that we would take 
him by force. 

10 He wM Um flrat sheriJI of T17011 County and liad held office einec 
Uareh 16, 177S. He was a bitter paitiaaii and veiy nnpopnUr with hie 
Wliig neigfabora because of hie Tory opinions freely ezpreeeed. 

11 Fonda was a man of some prominence. He had been arrested for 
■trifcing with a hoe one Thomas Hunt, a servant of White's, following 
a qnarrel brought about by reason of Hnnt's having trespassed on 
Ftmda's land after he had been warned against so doing. 

I* Letter of Christopher P. Tatee, July S2, 1775. The BeeordB of 
the Albany Committee of Safety. 

IS This jail is the one still standing in the city of Johnstown. 

I* The Beeords of the Albany Committee of Safety. 

i» Christopher P. TatM, one of the most active of the Tryon Oonn^ 
Committee and a d^nty to the flist and third Provincial Congreesea. 
He held a captain's commission in 1774 and was commieeary of Ctaneral 
Herkimer's brigade. He eerred as a volunteer in the Canadian expedi- 
tion and in 1776 was a major in the let New Tork I4ne> 
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"The Gent, we sent up being John Frey** and 
Anthony Van Veghten'^ inform us that Sir John has 
got about 400 men in Johnstown and has fortified his 
house in snoh a manner that it ie not possible for ua 
to take the sheriff out of the honse with small arms 
and Sir John declared to Messrs. Frey and Van 
Veghten that he would protect the sheriff so long as 
he remained in his house. 

"As the sheriff gives vs a great deal of trouble 
Insolting ns on every oooasion and bids us open defi- 
ance we are therefore now determined to have him, 
and as we understand that their are field pieces in 
Schenectady we request you would send ns a couple 
with all the implements necessary." 

The letter from Christopher Yates came first to 
the Schenectady Committee, who inmiediately for- 
warded" it to the Albany Committee "by the Mohok's 
Express** viz: Jno. Newkirk & Wm. Snook," with an 
enclosure** stating that the Board was of the opinion 
that it was necessary that something be done in the 
matter at once, the more so because if their friends 
who were then gathered together were permitted to 
return home without having accomplished the desired 
end the moral effect would be very bad. 

1* Major John Fi«j yna s prime mover In organising the Trjon 
Ooimt; OommittM of Safetj. He waa oonuniwioned a captain bj the 
Provincial Congreas June 28, 1779, and elected aherifl after the deposi- 
tion of Alexander White. He waa wounded at Oriakau; and taken 
priaoner to Canada, where he nmained until October 28, 177S. 

IT Anthony Van Veehten, adjutant hi Colonel Kloek'a regiment. 

i*The Minntes of the Sehenectadj Committee of Safety, J11I7 22, 
1776. 

I* These "expTeeaee" were sometimes fleet runnen or men on hoist- 
baek. In this ease thej appear to have been two Hohawk Indians, 

»> The Bseords of the Albany Committee of Safety. 
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While they expressed their admiration of the spirit 
shovn by tbor frimids in Tryon County, the members 
of the Albany Committee were not wholly in accord 
with their seemingly hasty action, and fearing pos- 
sibly that in the excitement of the moment the Com- 
mittee at Schffliectady might be led to take some 
action which they might later have oanse to regret, 
it was resolved that a letter soggestiag cantion be 
sent them. 

"It is more than probable [that the] sheriff has 
repeatedly been imprudent and perhaps insulting," 
read" the letter in part, "but let our enemies never 
have oanse to npbraid us for infringing on the laws 
and Constitution which we are studiously endeavoring 
to preserve against Parliamentary encroachment. 

"It gives us pain that we on this head differ in 
sentiments with our Brethren to the westward but we 
flatter onrselveB in the expectation that when they 
will suffer passion and Resentment to subside that 
they will agree with us in these observations." 

The letter further suggested that a conunittee pro- 
ceed at once to Johnstown for the purpose of "heal- 
ing the unhappy and distressing differences," and 
agreeable to this suggestion Henry Olen and Har- 
manns Wendell were subsequently chosen to represent 
the Schenectady Committee. 

On the next day (July 23) John Fonda reported to 
the Schenectady Committee that Sheriff White had 
left" Johnstown, presumably for Canada, and on the 
twenty-ninth the Albany Committee reported" to 

**He wu aftarward eaptnrsd and impriaoiied at Albaaf, to Iw 
finallj, in 1789, buiidied br the Coiiiiiiitt«e. 

M The BeeordB of Um Albuf OMnniittea of Safetj. 
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Qeneral Schn^ler that not only waa the unhappy dis- 
pate with Sir John amicahly settled, he agreeing to 
take no farther active part in the dispnte between 
Great Britain and the American Oolonies, bnt that 
the apprehension of the inhabitants of Tryon County 
respecting the Indians was entirely removed. 

la spite of bis promises, however, Sir John John- 
son continued to cause trouble throaghont the remain- 
der of the snmmer and antanm of 1775, and in 
December the Continental Congress resolved to send 
General Schuyler to Tryon County under orders to 
secure the arms and stores of the Tories and "to 
apprehend their chiefs."** 

On January 13, 1776, word of tiie intended expe- 
dition was received by the 'Schenectady Committee, 
the letter" containing a request that the Board send 
immediately to Albany "a company of 60 men com- 
pletely armed, with proper officers to command them 
and foar days provisions." Orders** were at once 
given to the officers of the "minute" companies to 
have the necessary men ready for the march, with 
further instructions to include besides the number 
required any who wished to go as volunteers, and on 
the next day*' the expedition set out for Albany in 
sleds, there to join the militia already assembled. 

In order that the Indians might not be alarmed at 
seeing troops in the Valley (this being a direct viola- 
tion of the treaty entered into with them at Albany 
the previous autonm, whereby it was solemnly agreed 

** The Joam&la of tlie Ameriuu Congnn. 

H Tbe Uinatea of tbe Sebeneetadr Committee of Safetj. 
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that the Mohawk Bdver should be open for trade, that 
no troops should be sent into those parts and that Sir 
John should remain unmolested), Q-eneral Schuyler 
dispatched** a messenger to the Lower Mohawk Castle** 
to explain that he was marching to Johnstown in order 
to ascertain the condition of affairs. 

Withont waiting for the return of his messenger 
General Schnyler went forward. At Schenectady he 
was met by a delegation of the Mohawks nnder Little 
Abram, who reported** in substance that the coming 
of an armed force had alarmed the Indians and that 
the delegation wished to be present at any interview 
that might take place between General Schuyler and 
Sir John in order that they too mi^t know the true 
state of affairs. 

At the request of the Indians General Schuyler 
wrote*^ to Sir John Johnson from Schenectady on the 
sixteenth, requesting Sir John to meet him at any 
place between Schenectady and Johnstown, whither 
he would set out on the following day. 

On the seventeenth General Schuyler, his force con- 
stantly increasing until it numbered nearly three thou- 
sand men, had proceeded some sixteen miles beyond 
Schenectady before the meeting with Sir John took 
place. Sir John asked until the evening of the next day 
to consider the proposals placed before him by General 
Schuyler and Ms request being granted he returned 
to Johnstown. It was not until the eleventh hour that 

MWiHiam L. Stone, Life of Joseph Bnnt, I, IZl. 

■•The ICohawkB of tbe Lower Cutle bAd not gone witb Colonel 



*oTbe ipeeeh of Little Abram a given in Stone 'a Life of Joa^h 
Brant, I, 183-132. 

II Willlui L. Stone, Life of Joaepli Br«nt, I, 13S-1SS. 
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the terms propoBed** were acceded to, and on Sir 
John's agreemrait to surrender all his arms and mili- 
tary stores and to use his inflnenee to induce all the 
Loyalists in the county to do the same, he was released 
on parole. 

Reports that Sir John was acting in violation of his 
parole, and continued rumors of Indian uprisings 
finally caused General Schuyler to order his arrest 
and in May (1776) Colonel Dayton" was dispatched 
to Johnstown for ihe purpose, without avail, however, 
as, forewarned of the approach of the troops, Sir 
John had taken alarm and with a large number of 
foUowers hastily departed for Canada. 

*■ Tho eonapandaiee passing between Qenenl Seliajler and Sir Jobs 
Johneon ta given in Stone's Life of Joseph Bnnt, I, 133-141. 
** Colonel Eliu Di^ton, then colonel of the 8d New Jenef. 
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CHAPTEE IX 
THE CANADIAN EXPEDITION 

To the garrisomng of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, Congress had consented after mnoh hesitation, 
believing that such an act of offensive warfare would 
farther remove the diances of conciliation for which 
many still hoped. 

Events, however, moved rapidly during the smn- 
mer of 1775, and before fall Congress was laying 
plans for an invasion of Canada. Their decision was 
influenced by the knowledge that the Canadians were 
but Inkewarm in their attitnde toward the British 
Crown and by the memory of the Frendi and Indian 
raids by way of Canada that had terrorized the 
northern provinces for over a centary and a half. 
TTith Canada in hostile hands and withont the co- 
operation of its inhabitants it was felt that no perfect 
nnifieation of the Colonies conld be effected. 

Contingent upon the transportation of the army 
and its supplies deetined for the Canadian campaign 
arose the necessity of boats on Lake Qeorge and Lake 
Champlain, together with necessary barracks and 
storehouses at the former place. To meet this demand 
the services of available carpenters were eagerly 
sought. From Schenectady, Jacob Vrooman, Michael 
(or Claus) Veeder and Tacarus Van der Bogart were, 
in September, appointed overseers or captains and 
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under them enlisted' not a few of their fellow towns- 
men; the companies thus formed remainiag on duty 
at the Lakes for practically the rest of the year.' 

Captain Van Dyck, assigned to the 2d New York 
Line, had finally left Schenectady with his men late 
in August or early in September, the company march- 
ing to Ticonderoga, thence to Crown Point, and after 
having performed guard duty for a short period at 
the latter place, proceeding to the Isle Anz Noix,* 
later forming part of the detachment that reduced 
Chamblee* and seeing active service at the siege' of 
St. John's.* 

Late in December the whole of Colonel "Wemple's 
regiment stood a draft, abont every seventh man 
being chosen for service. The troops thus selected 
marched to Fort Edward, then to Skenesborongh, 
whence, news having been received of the death of 
Montgomery and of the failnre to take Quebec, they 
were, after remaining some time at the fort, ordered 
home.' 

Early in February, in response to a request* from 
the Committee at Albany, Harmanus Wendell and 

> The MrricM of tliese men, aa in fact of all srtiaanB in the Gonti- 
nentk] service, nliouJd not be depreciated for it most be mnembered 
Uiat the; as well aa the militiamen were jeopardizing their liberties. 
When workmen were enlisted in the service, the master workmen placed 
in command of the companies as overseers held corresponding arm; ranks. 

3 Pension Office Beeords, Simon J. Van Antwerp 8 28924; Adam 
Conde; Jacob P. ante; Christopher Peek W 16371. 

> At the northern eitremitj of Lake Cbamplain. 

* Chamblee was captured b; the American troops on October 20, 177S. 

■ Fort St John 'a was taken in November. 

• Pension Office Beeords, Peter Warren Cain W 16326. 
T Pension Oflce Records, Frederick Weller 8 14816. 

■ The Uinutes of the Beheneetad; Committee of Safety. 
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Abraham Wemple were appointed' by the Schenec- 
tady Committee "to take the Bense of the people** in 
order to ascertain how many sleds conld be counted 
npon from the district for the use of the troops then 
on their way to reinforce the remnant of the American 
army encamped before Qnebec. 

The letter"* from the Albany Committee contained 
the further request that the consideration of the 
Schenectady Board be given to the appointment of 
necessary officers to command snch additional troops 
as it might be caUed npon to raise in the district, and 
in compliance with this request it was decided" to 
recommend for appointment the following: 

Captain, John A. Bradt. 

First lieutenant, Solomon Pendleton. 

Second lieutenant, David Bates. 

Ensign, Christopher Peek." 

Captun Bradt, who was absent from town at the 
time his appointment was made, was still absent on 
April 10, when nnder the direction of the Committee 
the proposed company was being formed, and as it was 
felt that the filling of the office of captain conld not 
"with propriety*' be longer delayed, the command 
was given to Gerrit S. Veeder, much to the displeas- 
nre of the other officers, who immediately appeared 
before the Board and resigned their conmiissions, 
stating that their action was prompted by reason of 

• Ibid. 

rtlbid. 

I* He TMlgned his eomraiHioD on March 11, 1776, because of hii 
fatlwr'B dlsplwanre with him for having aee«ptad it snd Ephraim &iow 
mt Appointed to hii place. 
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the men being mntinons and cUsBatisfied with the 
selection of the Committee." The differences were, 
however, ahnost inmiediately adjasted,** their com- 
missions being retnmed to tiie officers by the Board 
upon request, but with a word of caution regarding 
their future behavior, and the company numbering 
thirty-eight men (officers excluded) was assigned" 
to the regiment of Colonel Cornelius D. Wynkoop. 

With the approach of spring, to the multiplicity of 
other affairs was added the necessity of again taking 
up the building operations at the Lakes which had 
been suspended at the beginning of the winter. Many 
artisans from Schenectady were again engaged** for 
this work and early in March repaired to their 
assigned posts, continuing their work of constmoting 

II The UfaiQtM of the Bchanwtaaj CommittM of Safety. 

It Pension Office Beeords, Gerrit B. Vaeder 8 7792. AtcMtw of the 
Stete of New York, p. 98. 

itTIiere is in the poaaenion of the anthoi ta original agreement 
dnt«d Uaich 1, 1770, signed hj Philip Bchojler as part; of the flrst part 
•nd hj thiity-eight of tike townspeople, who, as paitiea of the aeeond 
put, agreed to " immediately repair to Fort George, Tyeonderoga, or 
each other place in the provineea of New Tork or Quebec, as Oen. 
Schuyler [Bhonld] direct, and there employ tbanaelvee in building and 
constructing snch and to many batteans or other veaaela or buildings" 
am should be directed, and on the following tenna: that they were "to 
begin their work at annrise and eontinoe at it till snnset (exciting 
one hour for breakfast and one and one-half hour for dinner). That 
each of them was to And and proTide neceeaaiy tools and Implemanla 
for the coDstmctioB of the >^d work," and that each should receive 
over and above his wages "one pound and one<[uarter of a pound of 
pork, and one-half ponnd of floor per day, four pinta of peas per week, 
one pint of milaaaes per week, and half a pint of run per day." 

k. company of fatigue men under Captain John Olute was also enlisted 
at abont thia time. Thia company served at Saratoga, Fort UUler, 
Albany and Stillwater, remaining on dnty until January 1, 1777. Pen- 
sion Ofllce Becords, John Corl 8 US93. 
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barrack storehonses and ganboats for the army until 
well into the fall.*' 

The ravages of Bmallpoz, which had broken oat 
in the American camp daring the winter, added to the 
scarcity of food and proper equipment, had by spring 
rendered half the troops unfit for duty. Schuyler 
communicated" this deplorable state of affairs to the 
Albany Committee on May 15, urging that they col- 
lect as many wagons as possible to transport provi- 
sions to Lake George, to be later forwarded to the 
army. This communication was sent later to the 
Schenectady Committee, who at once "made public 
by advertisement" their resolve "that no waggons be 
ranployed in carrying any goods or stores up or down 
between Schenectady and Albany for ten days unless 
they were going into the public service."" Myndert 
M. Wemple was further employed as a committee of 
one to engage every available wagon for the service. 

Arnold meanwhile, stubbornly contesting his 
ground, slowly retreated from Canada, and on July 
3 his mere skeleton of an army, presenting a most 
pitiable picture, arrived at Crown Point, where it had 
been determined to make a final stand. 

Due to Arnold's foresight of the year before the 
strength of the American flotilla, meager though it 
was, was sufficient to retain the control of Lake 
Champlain, and it was to the overpowering of this 
flotilla, the strength of which the Americans were 
meanwhile making every endeavor to increase, that 

>T Penuon Office BacordB, Josepk Peek W 2B68; Benjamin Van Vleek 
B 10897; Albert L Veddet S 11840; Simon J, Tan Antwerp 8 S6»24i 
Adam Gonde. 

1* Tlie MioDtea of tlte Sdienectadj Committee of Safetj. 

leJMd. 
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Sir Ony Csrleton, the British commander, tnmed his 
attention, moving forward early in October with 
everything in readiness, and on the tenth entering 
into the three days' engagement that ended in the 
complete accomplishment of his purpose. The way 
to Crown Point was now open and towards this for- 
tress Carleton at once proceeded,*" only to find on his 
arrival that the works had been abandoned and that 
the Americans had fallen back on Ticonderoga. 

The season was now weU advuioed, and deeming 
it nnwise on this account to hazard a campaign that 
might be prolonged, Carleton did not press his advan- 
tage but withdrew his forces to Canada and there 
went into winter quarters. 

Although BO disastrously defeated, the first Ameri- 
can navy had gloriously served its purpose, for it had 
necessitated a delay in the British advance just long 
enough to save the American forces an engagement, 
which, with Howe in possession of New York, might 
have accomplished in 1776 what Bnrgoyne failed to 
accompliali the next year. 

M At about this time a companj drafted in BelMneetad7 was cm dntj 
at SkaieBboroDgli and Fort Ann guarding boats and ammtinitioii. Pen- 
sion Offlee Beeorda, Nicholas Barhrdt; J. Wemple S £3490; Bartholomew 
Sehermerhoia S I707S. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE ACTIVITIES OF LOCAL WHIG AND 
LOYALIST 

On May 18, 1775, the Albany Committee had re- 
solved* that all who refused to give np arms for the 
American cause or sold either arms or supplies to_ 
"inimical persons" should be held up to the public 
as enemies of their coontry. Later any one who 
refused public service, and on March 6, 1776, every 
"non^assooiator,"* was placed in the same category. 
Upon the militia acting under orders from the Com- 
mittees' of Safety devolved the duty of apprehending 
those against whom complaint had been entered. 

These complaints and subsequent arrests were 

1 Tbs HinotM of tin Altwsj CommiUea of Baf«tj. 

>0n rebrnai7 6, 1776, the Bchaneetad^ 0<aiiimttee reaolvod that 
iiuimaeli ob "a number of the inhabitauta of [th«] TownaUp waa 
front home at the time the Qeneral ABaoeiation ma handed aboat to 
be aigned, eonseqnentlj bad not an opportnni^ at that time, and bf 
eareleflBiieM [had] neglected doing it since," and that inaaninch aa tbe; 
were "iriUing to give all thoae who [were] frisndl)' to the Amariean 
eanae an opportnuity of Evincing their aenttanents to tbeir neighbors 
. . . that the ueoeiation paper be again opened, and that all who [were 
ineUned] to sign it [might] have an opportimity b7 applying to the 
Chairman of [the] Committee." Tlie Uinntea of the Sebeneetadr 
Committee of Safety. 

■ With the eetobliehmant of the atate government, the paeeing of 
laws to deal with the Toriee and the ^pointing of committeea to enforce 
tlteae laws the powers of tbe local committees gradnaUr waned and their 
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incited hj a variety of oanBes: aiding the enemy in 
any way;* assodating* or correBponding with Tories; 
refusing to sign the Association or violating its pro- 
visions; denonncing or refusing to obey congresses 
and committees; writing* or speaking' against the 
American cause; rejecting* Continental money or 
drinMng" the King's health, and even mere suspicion 
was not infrequently deemed sufficient to justify a 



4AIexuid«r Campbell was lent a prisoner to Oomieetieat for tutving 
warned Sir John Johnson of his danger. 

(John Duncan owed hia Teeommendatlon ae "a dangerooa peraon" 
and Bobaeqneiit arreet to the fact that enemies of the Ameiiean canoe 
were anpposed to meet not infreqnentlf at hia booae. 

■ On Jannar; 14, 1776, Benjamin Hilton waa broDght before the 
Committee for writing a letter to SherifC White ' ' containing aoine exprea- 
eiona very nnfriendlf to the American caoae." The Minntea of the 
Bcheneetadj Committee of Safety. 

I On Jannaty 31, 1776, George Bamaey waa bronght before the Com- 
mittee on the complaint of William Ifoiraj because "said Bamsay 
called him a Tratore and a Bebel, and asked him if he waa not ashamed 
to flght against his king." On February 8, Joseph Eingsley was com- 
mitted to the Albany jail for making use of " unwarrentable exprea- 
Bions." The Minutes of the Schenectady Committee of Safety. 

* At the meeting of the Sebenaetady Oonmiittea on Joly 31, 1777, a 
Tes(Jntion was brought in by a snbeommtttee "coneeming John Sanders 
and Daniel CampbeQ with respect to their refusing the Continental 
Cnirency in payment and in general for all Persons guilty of the same 
crime." Sanders was subsequently delivered otst to the State Com- 
mittee of Safety at Kingston. The Uisntes of the Schenectady Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

■ On Angnst 6, 1777, John Gregg was committed to the Albany Jail 
npon the eridence of John A, Bradt and William Moore, who swore "on 
the holy BTangelists of Almighty Ood" that they were present when 
said John Oregg drank ' ' a Health to King George the tlurd and success 
to him in all his proceedings." The Minntes of the Schenectady 
Committee of Safety. 

II On May 19, 1777, the Sdtenectady Committee resolved that inas- 
moch as they looked upon certain persons (ten in nnmber whose namea 
are mentioned) as "dangeroDS," "tli^ names shonl^d be given in to 
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To Albany" as a concentratioii center to await their 
final dieposition were transferred the greater part of 
those arrested in this section, and by December, 1775, 
BO crowded was the jail there that the Committee was 
obliged to provide additional quarters and secure an 
extra jailer.** 

While, as was natural with the spirit of the times, 
not a few Loyalists suffered not only indignities'* and 
loss of property'* but also sustained sentences on 
somewhat questionable testimony," mob action was 
universally condemned" by the Whig authorities and 
an honest effort for the most part appears to have 
been made by the Committees to give the accused ones 
fair trials.'^ In Albany County it was permitted the 
accused not only to produce witnesses to corroborate 
his testimony and establish his innocence, but to 
demand that his accuser appear also." 

The nature of the individual case appears to have 
governed the imposed sentence of convicted Loyal- 

tho Held offleera." All were Bubsequentlf urreeted. TIi« Minntai of 
the Sebeneetadf Committee of Safety, 

II Tbe Uiuotee of the Albany and Schenectady Comniittee* of Sofoty. 

II Tbe Ifinatee of tbe Albany Committee of Safety. 

II On July 14, 177S, the Sebeueetady Committee was mformed "that 
Serjeant Weleh, with a party of men, had gone to Onir^ Bnih and 
hroogbt in Simon Tedder to town in a riotous manner," The Hinntet 
of the Selunectady Committee of Safety. 

1* Id 1779, becaoM of his action in wamirtg Sir John Jobnion (note 
4, above), a mob bnmed the storehonee of Alexander Oampbell at 
Behoharie and later destroyed "hja store at Sebenectady with goods 
and merchandise burning at tbe same time ei^t loads of hay and 
poisoning two milch cows." Loyalists' Papers. 

It Tbe UinntM of the Albeny Committee of Safety. 

1* Alexander Olarance Flick, Loyaliam in New York. 

It The MinolM of the Albany and Bdienectady Oonunittees of Safety. 
Alexander Clarence Yiitik, Loyelism In New York. 

I* Tbe Minntee of the Albany Committee of Safety. 
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iats rather than auj uniform mode of procedure fol- 
lowed by the Gonmiittees; some were placed in con- 
finement," others were released on parole or bond" 
or simply disarmed," some were exiled to neighbor- 
ing states" or seat within the enemies' lines," many 
were forced to sign the Association or take the Oath 
of Allegiance and nearly all were required to carry 
certificates of character*' and, when leaving the county 
for any reason, to obtain permission from the proper 
authorities." All expenses incurred by Loyalists 
either in their trials, imprisonment or banishment 
were charged against them.** 

I* The UinnteB of the Albur and Schenectadj Gonunitteee of Safety. 

MJobn Dnneui on Deeember 19, 1776, wai ordeied confined to Om 
limita of hia fann and reqnirad to give a bond of £S00 for his good 
behavior and the canTing ont of the order. The acceptance of bond* 
1^ tbe CommiHioneri of Oonspiraciea was quite treqnent. 

SI The treatment accorded some was eren more lenient. On August 
S8, 1777, one John Moneer was summoned before tbe Committee to 
answer the charge of being an "inimical" person. Uoneer alleged 
that he had come to Behenectad^ for the sake of his health, as he 
received macb benefit from the aii bere. Upon hearing his testimonj 
tbe Committee immediateljr reeolved that he be permitted U> rmnain 
"tor hi> health." The Minutes of the Sehsaectadj Committee of Safetj. 

» Alexander Campbell was one of these (note 4, above). He was 
later released on parole, 

ti Psniel Campbell, James Ellice and othen were under orden to 
remove, but at the last moment were permitted to stay on their signing 
the Oath of Allegianee. Alexander Campbell, John Dotj (the rector 
of St. Oeorge's) and John Btnart (tbe Indian minister at Fort Hontef 
who was confined at Seheneetadf), were sent to Canada. 

M These certificates were refused to thoee who had not signsd tbe 
Association. 

u The JUnntea of the Scheneetadf Committee of Safetj. 

** In the case of Kingslej and Bamse? (note 7, above), Kingsk^^ was 
charged twantjr sfailliuga for a sled and two men to carr; him to Albany. 
This he absolutely refused to paj and the Committee therefore ordered 
that he be given until nine o'clock on the following Ifondaf to pay and 
that if the account was not settled at that time he was to be sgun 
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Thronghont New York the Loyalists were excep- 
tionally strong and nnmerous, and although they had 
neither organized nor taken np arms as soon as their 
Whig neighbors, it was not long before Tory plots 
were everywhere unearthed. 

While in Schenectady not a few influential and 
wealthy citizens were of English sympathies, the Com- 
mittee of Safety appears to have experienced little 
trouble from them as compared with the annoyance 
caused by the Tories" in the outlying districts who 
constantly threatened the Whig settlers in their 
exposed positions in the Westina and at the Aalplaats. 

The failure of the campaign against Canada, the 
success of the British around New York and the antid- 
pation of an early advance on the piut of the King's 
troops from the north added many recruits to the 
Loyalist party, and in spite of the various measures 
adopted for their suppression, so obnoxious did they 
become throughout Albany County during the sum- 
mer of 1776, when threats were even made to raise 
the English flag," that two companies of State 
Eangers were ordered formed for their apprehen- 
sion, and in August, John A. Bradt of Schenectady 

eominittod to the Alb&ny jail, there to raakln imtil the fttnoimt nu 
paid, together with vhat ebaxgem ml^t ariM on Meonnt of hU MCond 
eonAnanent. Bwiuey naa charged lizteen BhilUiigs, which amoiuit ha 
pronUaed to pttj. The Minntee of the Bcheneetadr Oommittee of Safe^. 

tr One that eaoaed the Whjgi no end of aanojanee was the funona 
Joseph BettiB. "He and his aasoeiatce did grmt mjory to the American 
c«nM b7 eommtinieatiag iutelligenM to the eaeatj, and gave the eouDtrr 
grant nneaaineM and trouble for two or three jean. Spies and detached 
partiee were again and again sent in pursuit of them but without ne- 
CCM." [Pcngion Office Baeordo, Adam Van Patten 8 17166.] He wis 
at Iwt taken and hong in Albanjr. 

MAmeriean Arehivee, 4tli Beriea, V, 94S, US. 
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was oommiaBioned a captain and given a warrant by 
Congress for the rusing of one" of these companies. 
The increasing activities on the part of the Tories, 
the continuing unfavorable news from the north and, 
as we have seen, the fears regarding Sir John John- 
son, brought with them the necessity of increased 
vigilance on the part of the Schenectady Committee. 
Steps were early taken looking towards the conserva- 
tion of the town's resources,*' those known to hold 
Tory sentiments were more closely watched, guards 
were placed on both sides of the river to prevent the 
passing either np or down of persons who were not 
known to be friends of the American cause,*' and for 
"fear of broils," because of the number of strangers 
that thronged the town the watches were ordered 
doubled.** The stockades were strengthened, the 
work being done by members of the militia,** and for 
the better accommodation of the troops passing 
through or to be later quartered here, General Wash- 
ington, on September 23, 1776, at the instance of the 
Committee, was approached*' through Qeneral Schuy- 
ler regarding the erection of barracks. 

>* The original roll of tbia eompauf is in Uw pow o aaJon of tlio aathor. 

mOb DecMobor 29, 177S, the Gommittoe reaolTed to applr to the 
magiatntw to om Uieir antlioritr in pntting a atop to the omrtomaTj 
fliin^ of gaoM on Naw Taar'a Daj, bdiering that aoelt a cnatom waa 
attoided with an laauemaaxy waata of powder. Tlia ICinatea of the 
Sebeneetadr Committee of Baf stj-. 

*iThia action waa direetlj connected with the aflaira at Johnatown 
and the preeantion waa taken that no news of the intended expedition 
agalnat the Toriea in that quarter might precede it. 

u The ICinatea of the Seheneetadj Oommittea of 8afe^, January 14, 
1776. 

u When not on guard do^ or ont on ezpeditiona membera of the 
militia were often emploTed in tiiia work. 

■* Waaliiugton Papaa, Library of Congreaa. 
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The site chosen for their erection was the sonth- 
west comer of Union and Lafayette Streets,*' and by 
Novanber 6 the constmction of a boilding containing 
accommodations for six hundred men was well nnder 
way." 

te Jonathan Pearson, EJatory of the Seheneetadj Patent, p. SIS, Dot«. 
On the preaent aite of the Qerman Methodist Church. Lat^ette Street 
kad not, of oonne, been ent through. 

*• Philip Schnyler to Congreea. Orderlj Book of the Northern Arn^, 
p. 1«8. 



Digitized byGoOgle 



CHAPTEEXI 

THE PLAN FOE THE CAMPAIGN OF 1777. 
FUBTHEE ACTIVITIES OF INDIAN AND 
TOET. THE SCHENECTADY COMMIT- 
TEE ESTABLISHES A WATCH. 
THE DIFFICULTIES OF 
PEOCUEING WAGONS 
AND MEN 

Dnring the winter (1776-1777) General John Bur- 
goyne, who had been serving nnder General Carleton, 
sailed for England to laj before the Ministry a plan 
of campaign for the following year, the easily suo- 
cessfnl accomplishment of which he confidently be- 
lieved would end the war. The plan as proposed and 
accepted was for the main British army to move 
southward np Lake Champlain ; a second army under 
Lientenant-Colonel Barry St. Leger to move east- 
ward by way of Oswego down the Mohawk, and a third 
force under Sir Henry Clinton to move northward 
up the Hudson — the three forces concentrating on 
Albany. Thus a division of the Colonies would be 
effected and from their central position the combined 
British forces oonld easily crush in turn each isolated 
section. 

The effect on the Indians of the withdrawal of the 
American forces from Canada had been very soon 
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apparent* Q^neral Sdiuyler, redoubling Ms efforts 
to hold them in a position of nentrality, had in July 
(1776) called a council* at German Flats, the outcome 
of which was on the whole satisfactory, or enough so 
to cause him to feel* that although he could count for 
active support upon none save the Oneidas, the 
Indians would not engage against the colonists. 

General Schnyler's hopes were, however, not to be 
realized, for with the coming of spring came news of 
matters that were transpiring of dire import to the 
settlers of the Valley. Joseph Brant had joined a 
rapidly increasing body of Indians at Oghwaga, where 
the British flag had been raised, leaving little donbt 
as to their probable course of action.* 

Thronghont Cherry Valley the alarm spread rap- 
idly, nor were the rumors of Indian and Tory raids 
confined to that section alone, for on April 11, word* 
was brought to the Schenectady Committee that a 
nnmber of Tories residing in the vicinity of Clifton 
Park had left to join a band of Indians and that they 
were *'to come to destroy the people that lived there- 
about in about three days time." For the apprehen- 
sion of the enemy and the protection of the patriots 
Colonel Wemple was applied to for a detaU of militia, 
while to the Ballston and Albany Conmiittees were dis- 

1 "Our misfortimei In Canada have made them [the Indians] wme- 
what aMoniing," mote 8cliD?Ier to John Tnimbvll on Jnly 81. 
TrombnU Pap«n, XXV, 109. 

■ On July 11 tlie Albanj Committee sent a reqneet to the Committee 
at Bebeneetadj that "tb^ fomiah aa manj' of their Troop of Horae as 
poeaible to join Genenl Bebajler," who wks to aet off on the morrow 
for German £lata. The Minntea of the Albany Committ«e of Safety. 

* Trnmbnll Fapere, XXV, 109-118. 

< Pnmeis WhiUng Halaejr, The Old New York Frontier. 

• The Minntee of the Sehenectadr Committee of Safety. 
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patched letters aeting that they forward detachments 
to meet the Schenectady militia at Wilson's Mill, 
Ballston, at noon of the following day. These let- 
ters contained a further admonition that they "be 
snre and not take a man but what was a friend to 
the States.*" 

With the necessity of increased diligence the Com- 
mittee of Safety at Schenectady determined npon the 
establishment of a regnlar watch,' and on April 13 
the following resolution was therefore passed:* "that 
all persons in this Town, above the Age of sixteen 
years, shall watch, and that their be a watch Estab- 
lished of One Officer & Eleven men, that such watch 
begins at 9 O Clock, in the Evening & Continnes Till 
Daylight Next Morning, that the persons ordered to 
watch be warned by the Town Major Appointed for 
that Pnrpose, & that the sfud Town Major attends the 
watch Every Evening at Ten O Clock to see if they 
all Appear, & Take an Acconnt of all persons not 
attending the watch, which List he is to give in to 
the Chairman of this Committee & snch Person or 
Persons so Neglecting of if warned shall forfit a fine 
not Exceeding Twelve pence which shall be recovered 
by a Warrent of the Chairman of this Committee." 

At the meeting on the nineteenth the following mles 
and orders covering the watch were issned :* 

• TMd. 

fTliia WIS bjr virtue of » rcaolve of tlie Gontiiuntal CongnM of 
Angiut 2S, 1TT5. On NoTanber S, 1778, a itata Uw reqoind tho 
flatabliahment of a ngnlai wateb in e«rtaiii eoontiM, of whicli Albai^ 
wu ontt. In tbe citj of Albany and town of Seheneotadf dergTimn 
alone were exempted from aerriee. 

■ The Hinntea of the Sclieaaetadj Committee of Safety. 
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1. The wach are to meet at 9 OCIock ereiy Eyening and 
whoever belongs to the wach and doea not appear before ten 
OCIock Shall be Judged fineable. 

2d. Two men bel<aigiiv to the wach to go round trne all 
the Sbnets in the town onee every hour. 

3. A Gentry to be fixed in the Box on the top of the 
wach house" to be released once every hour. 

i. As the waeh honse will once more be made Convenient 
and in repair it is Expected that the waeh will not abuse 
tiie same as has been Gnstomare it is resolved that if ai^ 
thing Shall be broke or pat out of order that the officer of 
the wach when the same happens shall be Liable to pay 
the Damages. 

At this same meeting it was further resolved: 

that the town wach be very delegent in apprehending all 
Negroes that may be found to ran <m the Street after ten 
OCIock that if they take any of them ap to confine them in 
the wach honse till next morning and then their owners 
may releas them (m paying three Shillings to the wateh 
for Each Negro or Els they vn to receive thirty Lashes on 
their naked back and also that the said wach be very Dele- 
gent in apprehending sncb places that Negroes may be com- 
bined together and take them in Conflniment and inflict the 
above pnnishment on them, and the owner of snch honse 
where such Negroes may be foand together Shall pay a fine 
of forty Shillings to the Officer of the wach, which fine Shall 
be recovered by warrent from the Chairman of this or any 
fatare Committee. 

At the meeting of the CJommittee on April 24 a 

letter'^ was received from the •Albany CJonmiittee 

i«Thia was probably the oM Dutch Church which stood >t the inta* 
•Mtiaa of State, Church and Wat«r Streets and which, after the new 
ehorch waa erected, was turned into a gnaid- and watchhoiue and ao 
BMd for manj jeus. 

11 The Hinntee of the Bcbeneotadj Committee of Safety. 
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requesting the fnrniahing of twenty wagons for ser- 
vice between Albany and Lake (George, and a detail 
of forty-four men for garrison duty. Steps were 
immediately taken to comply with the request, and 
after having conferred with the field officers present 
at the meeting Colonel Wemple ordered the men 
allotted for duty warned to appear properly equipped 
at his home the next morning at eight o'clock. The 
matter of collecting wagons, however, presented diffi- 
culties whi<^ were not to be overcome and of this the 
Albany Committee was at once thus advised :" 

In regfard of the Weagons yon requested us to send, we 
had received a Letter from Col. Lewie A few Diyre before 
Desiring our aanstance in Procuring a Number of wagons 
out of our Distract, as they were much wanted we accord- 
ingly tryed all in our Power to git wa^^ns, but the season 
of the year being sacb at Present that our waggoners (as 
they Chiefly all Raise their own Grain) cant Possibly Leave 
home. We made shift to git Eleven on Promising they 
should only do one trip to Lake G«oi^ and then Retom 
home again. We Accordin^y seat them to CoL Lewis 
acquainting him of our Promise to said Waggoners. On 
Receiving your Letter we made another Tryal true the hole 
Distract thinking that by warning the Militia to go on Duty, 
it would induce Several Rather to go with a wa^on than 
on other Dnt?, but have not been able to git more than five 
Wa^^>ns which we now send Down. It they will not anser 
the Present Demand from our Distract then we Expect your 
farther advice in this mater. 

In answer to the summons for service but twenty- 
two men, including officers, appeared as ordered. 
These immediately set out, to be followed later by 
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eight more, who, because they lived out of town, had 
received no proper warning. 

The fact that so many had failed to obey their 
orders was at once reported to the Committee by 
Colonel Wemple. It was thereupon resolved" "that 
those person that [had] neglected to appear, hav- 
ing been duly [warned should] be emedeately fined 
for ten Shillings Each And be warned again to appear 
at the Captains Dore on monday [at] 8 OClock in 
the morning acquipt to go on garison duty as before 
and if they or any of them [neglected] to appear 
then they [should] be fined for twenty Shillings Each 
and ordered again to appear the same day [at] One 
OClock in the afternoon whit^ if they [neglected] 
again they [were] to be Sent to Close Confiniment." 

The threats of fines and of close confinement seem 
to have availed little, for on the twenty-eighth the 
Committee decided" that inasmuch as "it [appeared] 
that those people that [had] refused to go on Dnty 
[could not] be made willing by fining them, and [that 
as they had] no proper president before [tiiem] what 
Shonld be done . . . further," it was best that the 
matter be placed before the Albany Conmiittee for 
their advice. 

The detachment that had set out marched under 
Lieutenant Van Slyck to Albany, to Saratoga, where 
they joined some four hundred of the Vermont mili- 
tia under Colonel Seth Warner, thence to Jessnps 
Patent by way of Fort Edward." The object of the 
expedition was to capture one John Morrell, a Tory 

isPenaion Office n«o>ra», Trederiek Weller 8 1481(1; Bartholomaw 
Seliennsrlioni 8 17078. 
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who was busily engaged in enlisting men for the 
British cause, and to disperse a considerable number 
of Tories who had already gathered and there erected 
a blockhoase." When the American troops arrived 
they found that the enemy had scattered the day 
before, but not until they had destroyed their fortifi- 
cations." 

'•Poosion OfiM BeeordB, OoraeHns WfnUuni W 184H; Ghrtatoplm 
W&rd. 

It PBiuion Offlea Beeoras, Cliriatoplwr Ward. 
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THE CAMPAIGN OP 1777 

On May 5 (General Bnrgoyne returned to Qaebeo, 
and four days later the command of the approximately 
eight thonBand troops assigned for the suppression of 
the rebellion was transferred to him. 

On June 29 Bnrgoyne arrived at Grown Point and 
on July 1 his forces appeared before Ticonderoga, 
which post was abandoned by the American forces 
on Jnly 6. 

At the news of the British advance on Ticonderoga 
G^ieral Ten Broeck^ ordered* Major Swits to march* 
with all of the Schenectady militia to Fort Edward, 
much to the anxiety of a number of the inhabitants 
of Schenectady, who appeared* before the Committee 
on July 9 with petitions that they be ordered to stay 
in town "on account of the alarming news from the 
westward." General Ten Broeck was appealed to 
regarding the matter and in the afternoon an answer 

1 Abraham Ttm Broeek. He wu in eotnmaiid of tha brigade to 
wbieh Oolonel Wemple'a regiiment was joined. 

I Tha Uinntca of the BtbaaeeUij Conunittee of 8afet7. 

(Det^lB of Seheneotadr militia wore alroadr on dnt^, a aaapanj 
having been mnatered liere in Mbj. Pmalon OfBee Beoorda, Jacob 
LTport 8 18S13; Bliaa Boaa W 17S46. 

4 The Uinntea of the Seheneetad^ Oommittee of Bafflty. 
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to the Committee 'b letter was received ordering* the 
militia to march* without delay. 

On July 30 Cleneral Bnrgoyne advanced to Fort 
Edward, and the American foroeB fell ba<^ upon 
Stillwater. 

With the troops onder General Schuyler that had 
thus far so sueceBsfully disputed the advance of the 
British was a detachment of Schenectady militia 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Christopher Yates. This 
detachment was detailed for fatigue duty and under 
a strong guard had been busily engaged in felling 
trees and in otherwise rendering impenetrable the 
comparative wilderness that lay between Skenes- 
boroufi^ and Fort Edward/ 

With the further advance of the British, discour- 
agement and alarm spread rapidly. All the militia 
that could be collected throughout Albany County had 
been sent to the army.* They had already been for 
some time in the service and it was repori;ed that 
they intended soon to return to remove their families 
to a place of greater safety.* Albany was in a state 
of panic and "the appearance of a few of the enemie's 
troops on the Mohawk Biver," it was felt, "would 

'Ihid. 

• Quite ft considerable number of men ^peu to liave nurched m 
ordered. TheM detachments remained Tritb the Nortbem Armf mitQ 
the defeat of General Bnzgojne, zaany of them Meing active Mrricfl in 
the varions battlee fongbt during the retreat and in tin battle of 
Bemifl Heiglita. Penaion Offiee Becorda, John Corl B 10S83; Bartholo- 
mew Schermerhom B 17078; Adam Van Patten 8 17168; Nicholaa P. 
Van Vranken B 17170; Darid Saeia W 17768; George Btal^ N 19183. 

T Pension Office Beeords, Simon J. Trooman W 6370. 

* Public Papers of George Clinton, n, £10. 
■ Ihid., p. 201. 
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immediatelj make the inliabitants lay down their 
arms.'"* 

Schenectady presented a no less gloomy picture. 
"We are sorry," wrote^^ Beinier Mynderse in behalf 
of the Committee to General Schuyler on Angnst 5, 
"to be under the Necessity of informing you of the 
disagreeable Situation of our Affairs in this place 
at present. The inhabitants in C]«neral seem mn<^ 
dejected. Since the Loss of Tyconderoga many of 
them who formerly seemed warm in the Interest of 
the Country are now quite cool, or rather inclined 
to the other side. We believe this change of Senti- 
ment in many of them to be greatly owing to the bad 
counsel and advice, they daily receive from disaf- 
fected Persons who begin to be pretty numerous 
amongst us. We are unable to take any measures to 
prevent their spreading Influence, or any thing else 
for want of a few Troops to support us. A few days 
ago we issued a warrant to impress a number of 
waggons to go and relieve those who have been a 
considerable time in the Service, but the Constables 
returned without getting one for want of force to 
put the warrant into execution.** We beg you will 
take our oase into consideration, and if yon can spare 
them, send about sixty men with good OfiScer to 
remain with ns some time." 

On August 3 the forces under St. Leger," proceed- 
ing in accordance with the formulated plan, arrived 

M/WA, p.210. 
" Ibid., p. 187. 

1* The nnmeMMfn] offorta of the ScheneeUd; Oommittee ftre detailed 
in ita miiintea. 

1* Si Leger's tKoai in eonunand was EUi John Jolukaon. 
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before Fort Stanwix. Bnmor that Fort Stanwix was 
under siege seems to have reached Sohenectady even 
before the siege aotnally commeneed, for Colonel 
Goose Van Scbaiek writing from here to General 
Schuyler on the fourth mentions it as "a common 
report"" Van Soluuck, with "near one hundred 
Continental troops, men and boys," was at the time 
on his way to German Flats, where, nnder Nicholas 
Herkimer, the Tryon County militia had gathered, 
and was endeavoring to prevail upon members of the 
Schenectady militia" to join the expedition as volon- 
teers; without avail, however, for "I find to my great 
surprise," he adds in the same letter, "that not a 
man will go with me, either from this place or 
Seoharie." 

As soon as news was brought of the actual invest- 
ment of Fort Stanwix General Herkimer advanced 
to its relief, encamping on August 5 to await rein- 
forcements about eight miles to the east of the fort. 
Any delay was, however, displeasing to his officers 
and on the morning of the sixth, irritated by their 
impatience and insinuations, General Herkimer 
finally, agfunst his better judgment, gave the order 
for the advance which subsequently terminated in the 
ambuscade and slaughter known as the battle of 
Oriakany. 

The siege of Fort Stanwix was soon renewed, to 
be continued until August 22, when news of the 

i« Poblie Papers of 0«orge Clinton, n, 169. 

>■ One bait of tbem were then under ordera to mareli to Oemiui 
Flata bot refiued to go beeaoM of the daDgen to irhieh their femiliee 
tnight be aiibjeet«d from Torjr depredatloni. 
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approach of the troops'* under Benedict Arnold oansed 
St. Leger" to withdraw hastily. 

The Tories in the vicinity of Schenectady had 
seized npon the cooling of the patriotic spirit as an 
opportonity to renew tiieir activitieB. On Aogast 10 
it was reported** to the Committee of Safety that a 
nomber of than had actually "disarmed some of the 
inhabitants that were on gnard and that they had 
assembled to the nnmber of 300." 

The remaining militia were already under orders 
from General Schnyler to join the main army, bat 
on the report of the Tory raid it was immediately 
resolved" by the Committee "that they be detained 
in Town, and that a Watch of 25 Men be kept up Day 
and Night." 

The report that another raid was imminent was 
brought to the Committee on the next day, and in the 
afternoon Jacob Schermerhom, who had been sent 
out on scout duty, reported** to the Board "that on 

If Abraham I. Tan Spa sUtea (Penaion Office B«eorda W 25S31} 
that be performed eig4>t daja' aarviM under Captain Tan Epe "when 
the Bcbenaetadj militik marched to (MAtaiy." OonelinB Bradt atatea 
(Penaion Office Becorda W 18649} that while aerving under Oolonel 
Chriatopher Tatea he went "with Major Arnold's diviaion np the 
Mohawk Talle^." While theae refereneea are rather meager, it appean 
erident that eome of the Schenectady militia marched to the relief of 
fort Stanwix. 

The 2d New York Zjlne, nnder ordera to march for the aame pnr- 
poee, tailed in doopa from Fiahkill to Albanj bnt had oceaaion to pro- 
ceed no farOter than Scbeneetady. MagoMbu of AiMrioon Hittory, 
December, 1881. 

1* Antlioritiea have expreaaed tlie opinion that to St. Leger waa 
aaaigned the moat important part of the program with tlie moat inade- 
quate meana of canying it out. 

1* The Minntea of tlie Schenectady Oommlttea of Safety. 

MJMd. 
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the 10th inst at Night [the Tories] lay at the Honse 
of a Thorns Morall and la the Morning went to one 
Nicholas Van Patten." A detail of Continental 
troops, who were in town, under Captain Childs and 
a number of the militia mider Major Swits were 
immediately dispatched for the capture of the Tories, 
and on the twelfth turned over to the Conmuttee 
eleven prisoners who had been taken with their arms 
and accoutrements." 

The news of the successful outeome of General 
Arnold's relief espedition, whereby General Bur- 
goyne was deprived of the hope of reinforcements, 
coupled with tiie news of the defeat of Colonel Baum 
at Bennington, depriving him of much needed sup- 
plies, wrought a complete change in public opinion. 
The attitude of the Tories became less threatening 
and in answer to the call from the Continental 
Congress regulars and militia hastened to join the 
rapidly increasing forces at Van Schaick's Island, 
whence the American army had fallen back after the 
first entrenchments at Stillwater, and it was at this 
time** that many" more of the Schenectady militia 

*ilhid. 

MpMuIon Office B«eorda, John J. Yaa Epa; Jobn DeQr&C B ISOBO; 
Andrew Betmip W 16188; Peter Warren Cain W 16026; Samuel 
Keimed<r W 20317. 

Official oidere foi all those not elreadr in actual serriee to join the 
srmj nsdei Oeneral Gates were sent to Oeneral Ten Broeek hj GtoTemoi 
Clinton on September IB. 

■* That all tlie available moi did not go, bowerer, is shown turn 
Uie fact that when, on October 16, the Albanj Committee reported that 
"tlu enemj ware coming np tlie North Biver with a nunber of ihipe," 
the Seheneetadj Board, in compliance with their reqneet "to send down 
the Hilitia immedlatelj, " at once ordered that the reqaeet be complied 
with. The Minntee «f the BehcBeetady Committee of Safety. 
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joined" the ranks to remain with the army until the 
cnhnination of the campaign" in the surrender of 
Bnrgoyne." 

** Od Beptamba 85 it wm leported in Eteheneetajj Out the Amariean 
troops wer« miroimded b^ the Britiah and that it waa therefore "foDj" 
for the militia to attempt to join them as thqr eonld not get through. 
The ICinotM of the Seheneetady Oonunittm of Safety. 

*t The failure of General Howe to co-operate with BurgOTse laid him 
open to severe criticism. It is now known, however (Life of William, 
Earl of Sbelbmne, I, 858 et aeq.), that through the earelcamese of 
Lord George Germaine the proper orders were never forwarded to him. 

3« After the mirender of Qensral BoxgoTne a detachment of Schen- 
ectady militia under Colonel Wemple was detailed for gnard dnty and 
escorted General Poor's brigade part way to Esopns. They did not, 
however, complete the journey, bnt were ordered home after a few dftys' 
service. Pension Offle« Becords, John 3. Tan Epa. 
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CHAPTER Xm 

THE WINTER OP 1777-1778. A TORT PLOT. 

SCHENECTADY DECLARES A 

aRIEVANCE 

The winter of 1777-1778 seems on the whole to 
have passed quietly in Scheneotady, although about 
the middle of December the town was visited by a 
disastrous fire which caused considerable suffering to 
several families, for the relief of whom committees 
were appointed to solicit contributions tiiroughout the 
Schenectady District, the city of Albany and Tryon 
County.' 

The attention of the Committee of Safety was for 
the most part given over to the settling of petty dis- 
putes arising among the townspeople, to the hearing 
of charges brought against those considered un- 
friendly to the patriot cause and to the relief of 
the distressed condition which early in the winter 
had prevailed throughout the district, due to the 
scarcity of salt necessary for the proper preparation 
of the winter's supply of meat.* 

Details of the militia* stood guard at the pickets in 

1 Tlie MinntMi of the 8«lien»etsd7 CtuniiuttM of Stietj. 

• The rotnm of Oownl Ten Broeek's brigkde, dated Febrnuy 10, 
1778, credits Oolond WonpU'a regbnent with four htmdied men, of 
whom thirtr-thrae wen officen. Pablic P^wn of Qeorge Clinton, n, 
780. 
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their regalar tnma and further protection was 
afforded the town by the presence* of a detachment 
of Colonel Van SchAick'e regiment which was gar- 
risoned here. 

Although the actiTities of the Tories had received 
somewhat of a dieck by reason of the success of the 
American arms the previous fall, they did not long 
remain inactive and late in the winter mmors of a 
plot wide in its scope reached the state authorities.* 

That agents connected with the conspiracy were 
working among the many "disaffected persons," who 
were now included among the inhabitants of Sdie- 
nectady, was early suspected, and the Marqois de 
Lafayette who had been sent to make a personal 
investigation reported* to the Albany Committee on 
March 3 that the suspicions were "very far from 
groundless." "A soldier who I think is a Spy," 
continues the report, "has been taken up and exam- 
ined by me Yesterday. It has been impossible to 
obtain a true Confession from that Man, but I can 
however assure you that there is a Conspiracy and an 
important one. Major Carleton, General's own 
Nephew, was some days ago disguised in this Town 
and making preparations — two parties are gone on 
after him but I question much if they will be suc- 
cessful" 

Dissatisfaction it would seem was at this time quite 
as prevalent in Schenectady as disaffection. Many 
of the townspeople felt that they had just causes for 
complaint against the treatment accorded them by 
the authorities and on March 20 in the hopes that 

* Pnblie P»p«n of Qtmge Olinton, m, 108. 
■ Ibid., n, S« 0t M3. 

• Ibid., p. 882. 
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through their mtercession redress might be obtained, 
the whole matter was placed before the Gommittee of 
Safety in the form of the following petition^ signed 
by fifty-five of the inhabitants, which nomber included 
not a few of the more prominent militia officers : 

Qentlemen, We tte lohabitanta of this town & Diitract 
beg leave to Lay before yoa a state of GrieTencra which (in 
OUT opinions) we have Jost cause to Complain of, and as 
70a are appointed by ns to the Care and mana^^ment of t^e 
public affairs in this BiBtrict, It is through yonr Means we 
Look for and Expect Bedrcea. 

In the first plaee yoa know that a Barracks* was Built 
Here for the Reception of Such Troops as might be ordered 
Here from time to time, in order that the Inhabitants Should 
be free from the Trouble and expence of Having them 
billited on them; that notwithstanding this. Last fall the 
Barrecks was converted into an Hoepital* and the troops 
to be quartered here was billeted on us, which have been 
Both tronbleeom and finding them with firewood attended 
with a Great deal of Expence, which we have not had the 
Least allowance for bnt hope yon will indevoor to procure 
ufl a proper Consederation for it. 

Secondly, the director of the Hospital appointed a Com- 
misary,'" and under him a Number of other ofBeers for that 

t Ibid., m, «3. 

( Sm chapter X, pp. 92-th. 

• A boryiiig groimd wu in tbe rear ftboot haUwajr betiroea Union 
and Libert}' StrMta. From tliia bwTing ground in November, ISH, 
were exhumed the remftini of flftj-seren American soldiers. ThM» 
remains were reintened in Vale Cemetery with miUtary honors In August, 
1SS9, and tbe spot where tbco' raat is marked bj an impoaing monnmKit 
erected bj the citisens of Selwnectadj. 

ID John Duncan. On October &T, 1777, the townspeople had petitioned 
for his removal and on November 7 the Scbeneetadj Oommittee was 
advised of his rosignation. The Minntee of the Boheaectady Oonunittett 
of Safety. 
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Department, who are a part disafaeted persons to the States, 
which we look to be both Verry angeneroafl and unjust to 
appoint EnemyB to the Country to posts of profits while bo 
many true friends are in want of bread; and al^o the Sick 
have been entirely removed from the hospital Some Con- 
sederable time ago, a Doctor Commesarry, Deputy Com- 
meesary and their attendents are still keep in pay, whidi we 
look upon to be intirely a waste of &e public money, and as 
we Expect to Bear a part of the public Expence we Cannot 
help Complaining of this abuse and hope that they may be 
Emediately Discharged. 

Thirdly, that Oreat partiallity hath hetherto Been Shewen 
to the Inhabitants of Albany, apointing them in preference 
to us to poflts and places in the public Service, tho the far 
greatest parte of the Citizens of Albany are in Some public 
posts, there is only three Inhabitants of this Town Imployed 
in public Services (Exclusive of Soldiers) ; That they not 
Settesfyed with filling all the posts in Albany with their 
own friends but have Sent a Commisary and Commisary's 
Clark here to act, while we are Confident we have people 
Enough Capable to fill Such places. 

That Upon all Ocations when the Melitia is Called out, 
we have Sent three men to the field for cme that tJie City 
of Albany have done, tiiey being Chiefly Exempt By the 
public Employment they hold; and we have been obliged 
to do their duty ; this we look upon to be unjust and must 
beg Leave to tell you that we E^>ect a more Equatable Dis- 
tribntion of public offices will be made ; That we at all times 
are willing to do our part of tiie public Service, providing 
we Can Keep Some proportion of the public Benefit, and 
unless we can have that, we disvice you will not call on us 
for any further Services, but on those who are filling their 
pockets while many of ns are in Dainger of Suffering for want. 

Fourthly, that one" of the three Gentlemen in this town 
imployed in the public Service, hold no less than four posts 

11 Henry Qlen la probably tlio one refemd to. 



Digitized byGoOgle 



8S BISTORT OF SCEENECTADY 

viz A.D. Quarter Master General, D.Conuoiaary, D.Barrack 
Master, D^orrage Master, which we look upon to be nnjnst 
for so iDsay posts to be given to one man while so manr 
are in want and have none at all. 

Gendemen These are the Qrevencea we at present Complain 
of and in fall assnrance that they will be redressed as far as 
in 7onr soperior Judgment £hey ought and in your power 
to procure we Remain. 

Gentlemen with the Greatest Respect your most humble 
Sairants. 

The petition was forwarded" to Governor Clinton 
on the twenty-fourth and some three weeks later his 
answer was received. "Be pleased to assure them," 
he wrote" in part, "that as far as I have anything to 
do in the Distribution of Offices, the People of the 
Town of Schenectady shall equally participate with 
the People of Albany, or of any other part of the 
State, and that my Orders shall never charge them 
with more than their due Proportion of Military Duty. 
As to the appointments in the Continental Line, in 
which tho' there may have been Partiality, it is out 
of my Power to correct it, but as to any abuses which 
have been committed by the Staff of the army on 
proper Complaint & Proof the Persons injured will be 
redressed and the Offenders pnnished." 

" Poblic P^en of Qeorgo CUnton, HX, 76. 
uiMd, p. lOS. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

THE DECISION OP THE INDIANS. THE 
RAIDS OP 1778 

Although the Indians had taken a more or less 
pTominent part on the Bide of the British in the 
military movemente of the year 1777, it was hoped 
that they might still be induced to assume a position 
of neutrality, and with this in view a eoundl was 
held at Johnstown on March 9, 1778, under the direc- 
tion of the Northern Department. So far as obtain- 
ing pledges was concerned the meeting was without 
avail, the only word from the Senecae, who did not 
even send a representative, being a message' affect- 
ing great surprise "that wiiile [their] tomahawks 
were sticking in their heads, their wounds bleeding, 
and their eyes streaming with tears for the loss* of 
their friends at German Flats the commissioners 
should think of inviting them to a treaty." And so 
it was bronght about that prompted by a desire for 
personal vengeance the Indians, with the exception 
of the Oneidas and a few Toscaroras, now definitely 
cast their lot with the British, soon to commence, 
with the co-operation of the Tories, that border war- 
fare which in the next five years was to bring desola- 
tion to many a once fertile and prosperous section. 

> WiDiain L. Stone, Life of JoMph Brut, I, SOS. 
* The Indlmn loaa nt OiiMkaaj waa mbont one Imiidred men, of idmn 
thir^-eU w«n 8en«e«a. 
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While in the raids that vere to follow the action 
of the Indians was prompted by one motive, another 
of real strategic valne seems to have governed tiie 
movements of their allies, for these border cam- 
paigns bear a direct relation to the main conflict 
inasmuch as it was hoped that to repel them Con- 
tinental forces would be diverted,* thereby weakening 
more important points. 

Although since the opening of spring* the fron- 
tiers had been in a constant state of alarm in anticd- 
pation' of Indian and Tory raids, it was not until 
May 30 that the cnlmination of the first movement 
in force occurred. On that day Joseph Brant, at the 
head of a force of from three hundred to four hun- 
dred men, attacked the little settlement of CoblesMU.* 

Christopher Yates writing to Colonel Wemple 
from Schoharie on the same day reported^ "the 
people in great disorder, the buildings all destroyed." 
""We have this afternoon received information," con- 
tinues the letter, "that a party far Superior to that 
of CobusMll, or perhaps them joined with the other, 
are to come upon Scoharie in order to destroy the 

■ Tbeir end in this partienlu ww not aeeomplitlisd, the defense of 
tlie frontier falling therefore almoet entirelf upon the militia. 

4 In Uveh a eompony of artiHeera, enlisted in Behenectadr mnd 
eomnuuided bj Jacob Vrooman aa maater workman, left for Saratoga, 
where thej remained Tintil near the flnt of December engaged in bnilcl- 
ing barracks and batteanx and in rebuilding the milla and dwelling- 
tionae of General Bcbvfler, which had been bnmed by the British the 
Tear before. Pension Office Becord*, Benjamin Van Vieck B 10897. 

■ In April a detail of one hnndred and twent^-llTe of the militia 
and sereral Indiana nnder Colonel Abraham Wemple went ont on aeont 
dntj to Beverdam to apprehend some Tories from Unadilla and else- 
where. Pension Office Beeorda, Jaraea Barhjdt 8 l&MB. 

• Poblie Papers of Qeorge Clinton, III, 877. 
T/Ud.,p.S78. 
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whole." The news of the attack was received in 
Albany the next morning while the people were at 
church, and altiiongh application was made to Qeor 
eral Ten Broeck for the immediate ordering out of 
the militia he refused to do bo nntil charch was over 
"for fear," he said,* "of frightening the Town into 
fits." 

Accompanying the troops, who with Colonel 
Wemple in command, finally set out for Schoharie 
was a detachment of one hundred and nineteen of the 
Schenectady militia.' On June 2 Colonel Wemple 
reported** to General Ten Broeck from Schoharie that 
he had that morning sent a detail of one hundred 
and fifty men under Lientenant-Colonel Yates to 
Cobleskill, but that after they had been gone some 
time he had received information of a large party 
coming down to destroy the settlement of Brakea- 
bean and had therefore ordered them to return to 
the upper settlement at Schoharie where he him- 
self would reinforce them. "If I am lucky enough 
to meet them [the enemy]," continues the letter, "I 
hope to give them a trimming." On June 6 he again 
reported *' in part as follows : 

I hare Buried the dead at Cobnakill, whicli was 14 in 
nnmber; fonud five more bomt in the rains of the House 
of one Yony Wainer, where the engagement has been ; they 
were Butchered in a most inhmnAn manner ; burnt 10 Houses 
and Bams, Horses, Cows, Sheep, ete., lay dead all over the 
fields. 

■ IMi, p. 879. 
• Ihid^ p. 883. 
It Ibid. 
"IMA, p. «8. 
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With the actual appearance of the memy the alarm 
on the frontiers became the more acute and to the 
many appeals for assistance that were forwarded to 
Governor Clinton there was added on June 15 the 
following" plea from the Committee at Schenectady: 

HoQoared Sir, The distressed situation of Tiyon Comity, 
Schoharie and indeed the whole of oar western Frontiers, 
seem to call so load for relief that we think we should be 
wanting Id our duty, if we did not acquaint your Excellency, 
of the real danger onr Frontiers are in; Tour Excellency 
m^ depend on it, that it is no sham to frighten the people, 
but a thing in real existence, for the people are flying and 
crowding^to this town in great niunben, and by the best 
information Utia enemy are really round about there, and 
are determined to destroy, and bum up that whole country, 
and unless soon relieved we undoubtedly believe they wUI 
affect it, and the loss that will arise therefrom to the unhappy 
individuals of that part of the country will be nothing, in 
comparison to the loss of the United States, as it is one of 
our principal wheat countrys. 

GoTemor Clinton replied'* to the letter from the 
Committee on June 18, detailing the steps that had 
already been taken toward meeting the danger that 
threatened the settlers on the frontiers. "Consider- 
ing the militia as the only force whose services I can 
command," he added, "more could not have been 
done by me for their protection." 

In spite of the many urgent pleas made to the 
authorities for Continental troops to protect the 
frontiers, no effective measures had yet been taken. 
"If they do not come soon," wrote" General Ten 

itJMd., p. 469. 
»;M1., p. 407. 
M/MA, p.682. 
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Broeck in reporting the ciiticalness of the sitoation 
to Governor Clinton on July 20, following the news 
of Brant's raid on Springfield and Andrnstown, "I 
dread the Consequences — ^it is now harvest & it is 
with the utmost diffictdty I get the militia to turn 
out — ^the number now Ordered out (Exclusive of 
Col. Wemple's Eegt") is ab't 700 men ; ahout 
600 were Ordered the 12th June & only ab't 220 did 
come. What number I shall get now is Impossible 
for me to tell. I shall do everything in my power." 
The next movement by the enemy in force culmi- 
nated early in July in the massacre of Wyoming in 
the valley of the Susquehamia, to be followed in the 
middle of September^* by Brant's long-expected raid 
on German Flats. News of the disaster attending 
the enemy's appearance in the Mohawk Valley 
reached General Ten Broeck at Albany on the eight- 
eenth, and almost immediately Colonel Wemple's 
regiment set out for the relief of the quarter attacked, 

i< Tht wliote of Colonel Wemple '■ regiment waa ordered to Seho- 
bftrie on Jal7 19. PaUie Papen of Q«OTge Clinton, HE, C6S. On 
Angnflt 27 foTtj-fonr men from this r^[iment were reported u at*- 
tioned tliere. Ibid., p. 78«. 

i« Daring the interim the ftvailBble military force of BchenecUdf wm 
angmentod hj the formation of a ecmipanj of "AModated Exempts" 
nnmbering fifty men, nnder Captain Jacob Behermerbom, with laaae 
Qlcm as first lienteaant and Comelins A. Van Styek as second lieo- 
t«nant. This eompany waa organised under a >Ut« law which reeom- 
mended that those men who had heretofore held commitsiona form 
themselTcs into companies, as well as those who were over fifty jtmn 
of age and therebj exempt from militia dn^. Public Papas of 
George Clinton, lU, G90. Service In the Bsempts was entirely Tolon- 
tary and those who enrolled engaged to provide themsehee with proper 
MOM, aMOntrements and ammonition, "adding a pledge that on alarm 
they woold repair to their appointed rendesrona, and when drafts were 
made on the militia, they would eonWbnte their portion of men to be 
evmmanded by thaii own qffieeia." 
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800D to retam home, however, as the enemy had on 
their arriTal retreated too far to render pursuit by 
the militia advisable." 

On November 11 the enemy mider Captain Walter 
Bntler fell npon the settlement of Cherry Valley. 
The success of the attack, which had been instigated 
as a means of retaliation for the vigorous offensive 
measures instituted by the American forces the 
month before, resulting in the destruction of Una- 
dilla and Oghvaga, was the more lamentable as 
repeated and timely warnings had been given regard- 
ing the enemy's intentions. 

On receipt of the news of the attack the militia 
were again ordered out." "Altho my Letter of the 
13th and General Ten Broeck's of the 16th give no 
great Credit to the Militia in Qeneral," wrote" (Gen- 
eral Hand to Qovemor Clinton of the eighteenth, "I 
think it my Duty to £ux|uaint your Excellency that 
Col. Wemple's Schenectady Militia, (a very respect- 
able Body of Men) turned ont with mnch Chearful- 
ness, tho the remoteness of their Situation prevented 
their answering the wished for purposes." 

Many of the inhabitants of Cherry Valley who 
were fortunate enough to have escaped from the mas- 
sacre** with their lives, although they lost all else, 
at once hastened to Schenectady^ "in a Dolefull, 
Lamentable, and Helpless Condition, Destitute 

IT Pnblle Papers of Qeatgt Clinton, IV, 64, 80, 82. 

Mlbfd., p. S«8. 

laJMd., p. 208. 

■OA Tonnger ton wlio waa in school at Behanoetadj waa tlio onlj 
nuriroT of the familr at Bobert WbUb, who, wftb bia wife, mother, 
brother, aiatar, three children and three Mrvauta, lort hia life in the 



M Pnblie Papers of Qeotge Clinton, IV, 334, 
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(many of them) of meat, money and Cloathing, 
Either for Back or Bed."" For the relief of these 
refugees General Hand was appealed to from Sche- 
nectady on the twenty-sixth, the petitioners humbly 
praying" that their distressed condition be given 
serious consideration and that some means be devised 
whereby they might be supplied with provisions, 
wood and "suffident clothing to cover them from the 
inclemency of the weather." 

» Ibid., pp. 338-389. 
— Ibid., p. 330. 
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CHAPTBB XV 

STEPS TAKEN TO PEOTECT THE PBONTIEB. 
SULLIVAN'S CAMPAIGN 

Dnring the winter (1778-1779) roving bands of 
Indians and Tories kept the settlers on the frontiers 
in constant alarm. 

In the spring the first active steps that had yet 
been taken looking toward an adequate protection of 
the frontiers were embodied in an act of the State 
Legislature which provided for the raising of a force 
of one thonaand men^ for this purpose. The men 
drafted were to continue in the service tmtil the 
following January and were to be allowed the same 
pay and rations as the Continental army. For the 
force to be raised the schedule called for nineteen 
men* to be drafted from Colonel Wemple's regiment. 

While the proposed force was slowly being enrolled, 
the Continental Congress, realizing the seriousness 
of the situation, decided to itself take the matter in 
hand, and to Oeneral Washington was given the direc- 
tion of the campaign which aimed not only at checking 
the raids but also at the total destmction and devas- 
tation of the settlements of the raiders and the capture 
of as many of the enemy as possible. 

1 A grwter part ot Oiia force wm later raqniiltioiMd bj Oongi«M to 
flU op the T«gimaits of tb« New York Continmtal Line. 
* PnUie Pftpen of George Clinton, V, 107. 
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The plan of Snllivan'e campaign as adopted called 
for one division under General Sullivan to proceed 
by way of the Susqnehanna River and a second 
under General James Clinton to proceed up the 
Mohawk from Schenectady to Canajoharie, crossing 
to Otsego Lake, thence down the Susquehanna, the 
two divisions joining at Tioga Point. 

Under the direction of Henry Glen work was early 
actively undertaken to prepare and assemble at 
Schenectady the necessary provisions and stores in 
anticipation of the arrival of Clinton's division.* 
Schenectady seems to have been chosen for the con- 
centration of the supplies rather than Canajoharie 
for the reason that there were no proper storehouses 
at the latter place and further because it was felt 
that at Schenectady there would be less likelihood of 
their being the object of an attack on the part of 
the enemy.* 

On May 28 General Clinton reported to Washing- 
ton that a quantity of provision had been snccess- 
fully collected, and^ further that there were one 
hundred batteaux assembled ready to be loaded on 
the shortest notice.* 

While these preparations were going on, small 
bodies of Indians appearing simultaneously in differ- 
ent quarters again necessitated the calling out of the 
militia. General Clinton reported the matter to Ms 
brother on April 28 in part as follows :* 

■ Foaion Office Beeorda, DaTid Van Derheydeii W 037S. 
«Jaintf OUntoD to Waahingtoii, Albany, Ukj 28, 1TT9. WMhing^ton 
Pl^Mn, Ubru7 of Oongnm. 
>7Md. 
• PDbHe Papon of Qeorge dintou, rv, 771. 
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The alarm was general thro' the whole Coontry, and I 
believe in a few days Schenectady woad have been the 
Frontier of the State, if it had not been for the appearance 
of the Troops, which I immediately marched ap, consiating 
of that part of Oansevoort's Begt., which was in town, and 
the Schenectady Militia, amoonting in the whole to abont 
two hundred, with which I proceeded aa far as Johnstown, 
where I was joined by a nomber of the Tryon Coonty Militia 
who tnmed oat chearfnlly on the occadcoi. 

" [As] the only method left of restoring the Inhabi- 
tants to their former Tranqnility," General Clinton 
determined' to erect a blockhouse at Sacandaga. To 
Colonel Oansevoort* was intmsted the duty of carry- 
ing out the orders and a detail of the Schenectady 
militia was ordered out to assist in the work.* 

On June 15 General Clinton reported" that the one 
hundred boats'^ at Schenectady had been loaded and 
were already on their way up the Mohawk. "I have 
ordered one hundred more Boats to be bad in readi- 
ness immediately," continues the report, "as the 
Genl. has ordered me to embark all the Troops, and 
take no P. Horses." 

Under the direction of the Committee of Safety 
and under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Yates 

f Ibid. This h&d been niggeetod to Oo7enu>r Clinton b<r Jellia FoncU. 
Fablie Fftpera of George Clinton, IV, 670. 

* Colonel Pater Oftneeroort of the 8d New York Line. He had been 
in eommftnd at Fort Stanwiz when besieged bj St. Legei. 

■ Pension Office Becorda, John B. Veeder B 10027; John DeOrntf; 
Ephralm Brsdt W 16860. 

10 Public Papers of Oeorge Clinton, V, 80, 

11 Tkej wen eseorted bj the 8d New York Line end a, detncluiMnt 
under Colonel Butler, 
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many of the Schenectady militia were employed in 
the embarkation of Clinton's brigade, and not a 
few, as volunteers, in the conveying of the baggage 
and sapplies of the army up the Mohawk. Some of 
the men also accompanied the division on its march 
and on fatigae dnty assisted in catting the road 
through to Otsego Lake and in the erection of the 
dam necessary to transfer the batteanx to the Sns- 
qnehanna Eiver." 

The devastation and havoc wrought by the Ameri- 
can forces as they advanced through the Indian 
country fulfilled to the letter the instructions of 
Congress and yet how ineffectual were these meas- 
ures in the attainment of the main object of the 
expedition is amply shown by the subsequent history 
of the frontiers. Neither were the Indians subdned 
nor the prime movers in their raids captured, and 
the blackened ruins of their homes served only to 
farther incite them to measures of retaliation. 
Scarcely had Sullivan returned when reports of 
murders committed by roving bands of Indians were 
borne to the authorities, and on October 25, Colonel 
Van Dyck, writing from Fort Schuyler, reported" a 
plan of the "Begulars" to lay siege to that post 
while the Indians were in the meantime destroying 
"the Country down as far as Schenectady." 

While the reported plan did not mature, snffident 
alarm was caused to warrant the militia being kept 
almost constantly on duty during the fall, details 
from Colonel Wemple's regiment forming part of the 

1* PouiiMi Office B«eordfl, Simon J, Troomu W S3T0; Jamca Bulijdt 
8 12948. 

" Pablie Papon of a«orga CUnton, V, 880. 
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garrison'* of many of the forts to the westward and 
acting as guards for the farmers in the vicinity while 
they gathered their harvests. 

i-* On November 10 tights men from Colonel Wemple 'a regiment, ten 
of whom were "Exempts," were on dntjr at Fort Fnria. Public Pi^eie 
of Oeorge Clinton, V, 860. Detaile nt Fort BmOm and Fort Plank, 
Penaion Office Baeorda, Danid UeHIchael S 1S88S; Biebard Van Tran- 
ken S 11623; Uattbew DeOarmo 8 23999. Details at Sehohnrie, Pen- 
aion Office Beeorda, Gerrit Schermerhom S 14422; John DeGrafF S 
1S090; George Paaaage B 7889. 
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CHAPTEE XVT 
THE MOHAWK VALLEY T.ATD WASTE 

The enemy did not wait nntil spring to again com- 
mence their activities. In February, 1780, a small 
band effected some damage at German Flats, in 
March a settlement to the north of Palatine sustained 
a like invasion, and early in April came news of 
Brant's raid on Harpersfield. 

Reports of minor raids, rnmors of intended move- 
ments by the enemy on a large scale, actual suffer- 
ing on the part of the settlers for want of provisions, 
depreciation in Continental enrrency which had by 
now become practically worthless, and the difficul- 
ties of affording a semblance of protection by rein- 
forcing the meager garrisons already posted, dne to 
the impossibility of obtaining supplies for the militia, 
the only force available for this service, had by May 
brought about a most lamentable condition on the 
frontiers. As a result of this condition the more 
remote settlements were reported as daily breakuig 
up and Colonel Van Schaick was led to express* the 
fear that unless some speedy and effectual measures 
were taken to iospire the desponding people with 
confidence, Schenectady wonld in all probability soon 
be the frontier to the westward. 

• To OovonoT ainUm, Mar 17, 1760. Poblie Papon of Qwrga 
Olinttm, V, 716. He expitmei the Mine view to OoiflTal Wuhington * 
few daja later. Waahlngton Papen, latmrj of OongieN. 
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At daybreak on the monung of May 22 the much 
feared attack of the enemy materialized, Sir John 
Johnson appearing on the Mohawk Biver at Tribes 
Hill with a strong force' of IJidians and whites. 
From Tribes Hill the enemy proceeded westward 
"baming the Honses and Bams of the Inhabitants 
and patting to Death every Male capable of bearing 
arms."* 

"Collo. Pisher* is mortally wounded," reported* 
Colonel John Harper from Johnstown on the same 
day, "and his two* Brothers killed, [and] old Mr. 
Douw Fonda' with seven others." 

Of the Schenectady militia who had marched nnder 
Colonel Wemple "on the first alarm" some were 
almost immediately obliged to retam for want of 
provisions.* The remainder, however, hastened 
towards Johnstown and, joined by troops from Fort 

• Four hundred whites and two hundred Indiana. 

• Poblie Fapen of OMrge Clinton, V, 7*8. 

« Frederick ViMcher (Fiaher), a eolond in the TrTon Covntjr Hilitia. 
He bad removed bii familr to Bobeuectadr for aafe^'e aahe a few 
dajB before. Having been brought down 'by a tomahawk, aealped and 
I«ft for dead by the raiders ha mbBeqaentlf recovered eonaeiouroeai 
and managed to eecape from the burning house he had so gallantly 
helped to defend. With the aid of a negro slave belonging to one of 
the neighbors Colonel Viaeeher managed to reach friends, who at onee 
sent bim to Bchenectadjr tiy canoe. Here be received medical attention 
•ad tnbseqnentlj' recovered from his wounds. 

• Public Pap«ni of Oeorge Clinton, V, 787. 

sjohn and Harman. The]' with Colonel Viseeher were the sole 
defenders of the family homestead where the attack occurred. 

T He had removed from Schenectttdj and settled at Oan^inawaga 
(Fonda) about the year I7S1. An account of his murder maj be 
found in Jeptha B. Slmins, Frontiersmen of Kew Tork, II, 889. 

• Public Papers of Oeorge Clinton, V, 7M. PeuMou Office Beeords, 
Philip Viele B 10H7. 
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Hunter* under Oolonel Harper^" and others under 
Colonel Volkert Vedder," swelling their force to 
about four hnndred and fifty men, determined to 
engage the enrany shonld Sir John, who had rendez- 
vonsed there, show any disposition to fight." 

Sir John, although his force, swelled by the addi- 
tion of many Tories who bad hastened to join him, 
now outnmubered the American troops abont two to 
one, did not offer an engagement, bat almost imme- 
diately withdrew and, eluding the troops which 
Gtoremor Olinton sent to intercept him, made his 
way safely back to Canada." 

The opportunity afforded by the dispirited con- 
dition of soldiers and settlers alike had early been 
seized upon by the British, who with no small success 
endeavored through their emissaries to stir up 
mutboies in the ranks of the main army or induce 
those holding Tory sentiments to take up arms in 
their behalf. 

Many Tories had joined Sir John Johnson dnring 
his raid, and from time to time small bands from 
Albany and Tryon counties left to join the enemy. 
That a large party so inclined were assembled at 
Beaverdam was reported** to the Schenectady Com- 

• Thif fort stood ft iliort diitBiiee cut of the Sdwhario Onok nomr 
Ha onflnouM witk the Uobawk Biver. 

10 Colonel John Hkrpor of the Lorieo. 

"Hia nwne wh spallaa both Vedder and Teodor. Ho wm Ilmi- 
teumt-eoloiMl of the 6tk AJbtny Cotmtr and Ut«r of the 8d TT7011 
Oonnt7 Uilitlft. 

u PnbUo Fapen of George Olinton, Y, 748. 

M He took with him the funify wOvar which bad been buried at th« 
time of hi* dcFputnre in 1776. 

M PnbUe Ptftn of Qoorge Olinton, TI, 80. 
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mittee on July 18. Colonel Vrooman'* at Schoharie 
was at once apprised'* of the fact that he might 
order ont a detachment in an endeavor to intercept 
them, while in Schenectady a party was at once 
organized" for the same purpose. Although the 
Schenectady detachment after having marched all 
night arrived at the rendezvous at daybreak, they 
were Buccessfnl in securing but three of the band who 
had secreted themselves in a bam, while the main 
body, having nndonbtedly been alarmed, succeeded in 
maldng their escape.** 

Late in July the enemy under Joseph Brant ap- 
peared in force before Fort Schuyler. This move- 
ment was probably a feint, for while the troops 
were hastening to the defense of the post, leaving the 
lower valley without adequate means of protection, 
Brant and his followers quietly withdrew and, 
advancing by way of the Unadilla and Susquehanna 
Bivers on August 2, feU upon Oanajoharie. 

The Albany and Schenectady militia, who had 
turned out with alacrity** under orders previously 
given, had just gone into camp at Caughnawaga** 
opposite Mr. Frey's at about eleven o'clock on the 
morning of the second, when they were alarmed by 
the heavy smoke "between John Abeails and Fort 
Plank about four miles distant."** 

"Instantly I did order both Regiments to be 

u Pot«r Vroomaa, eolond of the ISth Albuy OonntT' HOitlA. 
M Public P&pers of Georga CUnton, VI, 81. 

i»Ibid. 

WTWA, p. 79. 

*B Now Fonda, MfmXgotnerj Cowatf. 

■> PnUie P*pen of G«orfp OUnton, VI, 80. 
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formed," reported" Colonel Wemple in Mb dispatch 
to General Ten Broeck, "& proceed against the 
Enemy, who were at that time in their fnll Carear 
and tho onr Nmnhers were not eqnal, yet I can assnre 
yon I should be void of Justice if I omitted mention- 
ing their Prudence and cool behavior without Distinc- 
tion to all Bancka. An Altho they had been in fnll 
march since early in the morning they came np with 
such Vigor that the Enemy on onr approach gave way 
& tho in sight we had no opportunity to give them 
Battle they retired in the usual way." 

"Such a Scean as we beheld since we left the 
Biver," reads another section of the report, "pass- 
ing dead Bodies of Men & Children most cruelly mur- 
dered, is not possible to be described. I cannot ascer- 
tain at present the Number of poor Inhabitants 
killed and missing bat believe the Loss considerable 
as the People were all at work in the Fields. . . . 
Some Persons pretend to say not less than one hun- 
dred dwelling House are burnt." 

On August 21 Colonel Ch)ose Van Schaick, writing** 
to General Washington from Albany, confirmed the 
details of the withdrawal of Brant from Fort Schuy- 
ler and of the attack on Canajoharie. "From 
thence," continued the letter, "they returned 
towards the snsqnahanna, & in a few days after made 
a Descent on Schohary; here they burnt twelve 
Houses, & have by information taken and killed a 
larger number of the Inhabitants than at the former 
place, & it is expected the remainder of Schohary 
will share the same fate. The Indians are seen daily 

tibia. 

u Wuhington P^wn, Libru7 of Omignn. 
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in small partieg, & take prisonerB & Scalps, Schenec- 
tady is threatened & the Inhabitants are moving their 
effects to Albany with all dispatch seeing no appear- 
ance of support, & numbers going off to the enemy 
daily." 

In England Biverton's Boyal Gazette told of the 
sncceBsfol progress of the expedition. "The Indians 
have laid waste the whole coxmtry," reads its issue** 
of September 23, "the Tory houses excepted, down 
to Schenectady, where some rebels are at work throw- 
ing up works to oppose the progress of the British 
troops and our Indian allies. The rebel women and 
children have retired to Albany." 

H FranUln B. Haii|^ Tba Nortiwra Innwioii of OetolMr, 1780, p, 81. 
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CHAPTER XVn 

THE RAIDS ON BAIASTON AM) THE SCHO- 
HARIE SETTLEMENTS 

Late in August word waa bronght to the anthori- 
ties in Albany that another raid along the Valley 
was being contemplated by the enemy. Sir John 
Johnson was reported to be in conmiand and with 
the two thousand men under him was to strike first 
at Stone Arabia. From Sdienectady scouts were 
kept continually oat, and here General Van Rens- 
selaer* took up his headquarters so that Id ease the 
accounts were found to be true he might in person 
collect troops to repel the invasion.* 

On September 4 GJeneral Van Rensselaer reported' 
to Governor Clinton from Fort Rensselaer* that 
small parties of the enemy were frequently seen on 
the frontiers, although the reports of their intention 
were still vagne and uncertain. The militia were 
already under orders to be in readiness to march at 
a moment's notice as soon as the advance of the 
enemy was reported and on September 8 Colonel 
William Malcolm, under orders to march to the front, 

lOn June 80, 1780, the Albaar mflitU wM ordered to b« divided 
into two brigadw and to 0«neral Bobnt Van BansBeUar wai ^Ton tlie 
eoDunand of the Second Brigade. 

iPnbUe Paipen of Qeorge Qinton, TT, 186. 

tibid., p. IB». 

* BtiH atandins in the TiUaffo of Oanajoharie and oaed aa a muacnuiL 
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encamped near Albany with Mb brigade of State 
Levies* raised to reinforce the troops on the frontiers. 

"I find bnt very few Persons here which manifest a 
Disposition to forward the Service," Colonel Malcolm 
wrote* to Washington, "althongh they express great 
Apprehensions abont the Indians." 

"I send forward one Regiment Tomorrow," con- 
tinned the letter, "they go entirely upon the Prospect 
of obtaining Provisions from the Country — ^there is 
no Magazine at Schenectady^ — not one Bation." 

On October 12 word* reached Albany that on the 
eighth Sir John Johnson, Butler and Brant were at 
Oneida on their way to Stone Arabia and ultimately 
Fort Schnyler. From the north came information* 
that a second expedition under Major Christopher 
Garleton had already taken possession of Fort Ann 
and that Fort Qeorge was threatened. 

On the night of October 16, the settlement of Balls- 
ton*" was attached. The enemy, which comprised a 

s In ADffDflt five huBdred HaMBdmsetta LwiM were detailed to 
defend the New York froutien and on tbe eleventh one handled at 
them wen reported is Scheneetadj on their mj to Trjaa Covatj, On 
Uaieh 11, 17S0, ■ Imw wu paawd in New York Bt«te to laiee men 
for the Mme pnrpoee. Of the twentf-nine men leqaired from Colonel 
Wemple'fl leglment under this net twentj-two had been enrolled on 
Aogoet 10, twent7 of whom were on ivtj at Weet Point and two at 
Albanj. 

< Waihin^n Papen, IdbivTy of Oongreei. 

T Bchcoiectadj had been a regnlar umj poet until the spring of 
17S0, but on March 16 ordeia were transmitted by tbe Board of War 
at Philadelphia to diaeontiune thia poet together with certain othen 
beeaoae of the cost of maintenance. Public Papers of George GUnton, 
V, 897. 

> Poblie Papers of Qeorge Olinton, VI, 2S8. 

»nM. 

i« Tbe ■onreee of material naed in connection with the raid on BaQt- 
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detachment" from Major Carleton's diviBion, con- 
sisted of British regulars, Tories and Indians and was 
under the command of Major John Mmiro, a former 
merchant of Schenectady. It is believed that the 
original intention of the enemy was to surprise 
Sdienectady but that possibly due to some informa- 
tion obt^ned throng their scouts they dedded to 
proceed no further than Ballston. 

A fort built of oak logs surrounded by a stockade 
comprised the defenses of the settlement. This fort 
had a few days before been garrisoned by a small 
detachment of Schenectady militia, and perhaps fear- 
ful lest they be unable to effect a surprise complete 
enongh to insure its capture, this post was carefully 
avoided by the enemy, who instead directed their 
efforts to attacking some of the exposed honses. One 
man killed, one wounded and the capture of twenty- 
two prisoners whom the enemy took with them as 
they hastily withdrew** bore witness to the success 
of the expedition. 

The approach'* of Sir John Johnson on the Scho- 
harie settlements was almost simultaneous with 
Munro's raid on Ballston, for early on the morning 
of the seventeenth his forces were discovered" pass- 
ton ue: Jqitba B. SinimB, The Frontieramen of N«w YoA, 11, 413; 
Fnuklia B. Hongli, Tho Nortttem Innaian of Oetol>er, 1760, p. iS. 

11 About two hiiiidT«d ftrong. 

iiOn newa of tho r&id a detaehmaDt from Sdumeetad^ aet oat in 
pnraoit of the enemj. Pensioii Offlea Baeorda, David Van Derhejdaii 
W 6873 ; John N. MareeDQa W 26232; Gaorge Paaaage B 7989. 

1* It ia now eonaidered that thia aoeond invaaion of Sir John John- 
aon waa part of a weU-deHned plan romhiiig abont the aarrtnder of 
Weat Point by Beuodiot Arnold. 

i« Pnblie Papara of Oeoige Clinton, VI, 808. 
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ing the Upper Fort." No attempt was made to 
attack this poBition, the enemy, finding themselyes 
discovered, devoting themselves instead to bnming 
whatever bnildiogs they came upon as they made 
their way toward the Middle Fort." Here they met 
with some resiBtanoe'' and finding that a display of 
their force was not snfficient to indnce the garrison 
to capitulate, the enemy abont three o'clock in the 
afternoon oontinned their march down the Valley and, 
passing the Lower Fort,^* baming and pillaging as 
they proceeded, went into camp some six miles below. 
Word of the enemy's presence at Schoharie reached 
Albany abont noon on the seventeenth and (JFeneral 
Van Rensselaer at once set ont for Schenectady with 
such troops as he was able to rally for the pursuit^* 
When he arrived in Schenectady early in the evening 
the light of fires toward the lower end of Schoharie 

la Tbe Upper Fort wu a one-storj building endooed bj a stoekado 
and bnaatwork. It itood abont Ato milM HxitbwMt of the present 
Tillage of Hiddlebnrg. 

i« The Ifiddle Fort stood in the present village of Middlebnrg about 
one half mile northeast from the bridge. It comprised a two-vtorjr 
itone house owned bj John Beeker and was eorroanded bj a stockade of 
pickets with blockhouses monntsd with small cannon on two of its 
•nglas. 

IT A detailed account of the refusal of the militia to obey the orden 
of Major Wo<di^, the CJontinental commander, and tbe flrisg on the 
Jlag of tmce b^ Timothy Morphy as the British came forward for a 
parky Is to be found in Jeptha B. Simms, The Frontiarsmsn of New 
York, n, 424. 

i*Tbe Lower Fort comprised a stockade with two bloekhonsee 
mounted with sm&ll eamion. This stockade surrounded the stone ohnreh 
now standing at Schoharie Tillage, the home of the Schoharie County 
Historical Socie^. 

"Hinntes of tbe Conrt of Inquiry into the Conduct of Brigadier- 
General Van Bensselaer. Pnblic Papers of George Ointon, VI, 60&-T03. 
These minntes are tbe sooree from which has been obtained most of 
the material lelatiTe to this campaign. 
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bore evidence of the destractioii being wrought by 
the enemy. A conference of the principal inhabitants 
was at once called and witii them was discussed the 
praotioability of procuring a number of horses and 
wagons by the next morning in order that such of the 
militia as could be collected ndght be sent forward 
with greater expedition. The attempt was made dur- 
ing the night, but a TCiy inadequate number was 
secnred. 

Henry Glen, the issuing commissary, was ap- 
proached on the matter of furnishing rations for the 
troops and later reported "that there was not a 
Sufficiency of Provisions of the meat kind to victual 
the Troops for a Day & a very small Qnantity of 
Bread." Some cattle, however, destined for the 
garrison at Fort Schuyler, arriving opportunely, 
were ordered tilled and all the ovens available were 
pressed into service that a sufficient qnantity of 
bread might be baked during the night. 

Between nine and ten o'clock on the ei^teenth the 
troops having received their provisions and being 
reinforced by members of Oolonel Wemple's regi- 
ment, General Van Rensselaer left Schenectady and 
proceeded up the Valley, taking with him two field 
pieces on wheels which he had obtained at Schenec- 
tady. 

On the morning of the nineteenth Colonel Brown,** 
who was in command at Fort Eayser,*^ left the post 
with a force of one hundred and thirty men under 
orders to join General Van Bensselaer. Marching 
south they later were surprised by Sir John John- 

*" Oolond Jolm Brown, one of the braTeat men on the frontier. Qe 
lost liii life In the engagement that followed. 
M To the north of Palatine Briage. 
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son's forces proceeding in the opposite direction and, 
ontnombered seven to one, disastrously defeated. 

General Van Rensselaer was apprised of the 
Miemy's whereabouts and of the defeat of Colonel 
Brown by fugitive soldiers who had sneceeded in 
making their escape from the field, and in the after- 
noon, overtaking the enemy, he forced the engagement 
known as the battle of Elock's Field. 

That Sir John and his forces were permitted to 
escape has always been a matter of regret, and 
although Qeneral Van Bensselaer has been severely 
blamed'* for his failure to at onoe follow up the advan- 
tage gained, the Court of Inquiry convened for the 
purpose of investigating his action not only wholly 
exonerated him, but declared that his conduct "was 
not only unexceptional, but such as became a good, 
active, faithful, pmdent and spirited officer." 

Not a few of the Schenectady militia marched" as 
far as Herkimer in the effort to overtake the enemy 
and some were detailed** as gaards and batteaumen 
to bring by boat to Schenectady those of Colonel 
Brown's soldiers who had sustained injuries thai their 
wounds might here be dressed under the direction'* 
of Dr. Dirk Van Ingen. 

On October 29 Governor Clinton wrote** to James 
Duane detailing the destruction that had been 
effected by the enemy. He estimated the loss at one 

" Had Simnu, Stone or Dongas Campbell had aeceea to the dinton 
Papon or to the KiDutee of the Cooit of Inquiry their jadgment would 
hare been more favorable. 

M Pension Office Beeorda, Simon J. Vroomaa W 6ST0; John Van 
Epe W 2T6(ie. 

** Pension Office Becorda, Nicholae B. BoTie B 1227S. 

M Pension Office Beeords, Henr^ E. Peak W D219. 

*« Public Papers of George Clinton, VI, 84S. 
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hondred and fifty thousand bnshels of wheat in addi- 
tion to other grain, forage and some two hnndired 
bnildings. "Schenectady may now be said to become 
the limits of ottr western Frontier," eontinned the 
letter, "the first Object worth a new Enterprise." 

The ineorsions of the enemy had so delayed the 
raising of troops intended to reliere the Levies sta- 
tioned at the various posts that late la October 
Governor Clinton decided to order forward details 
of the militia for this service, promising, however, 
that they would be relieved as soon as possible. In 
accordance with this dedsion Colonel Wemple was 
ordered" to dispatch seventy of his repment to Fort 
Bensselaer, mnch to the alarm of the people in 
Schenectady, who on the twenty-fourth petitioned 
Governor Clinton that the order be reconsidered. 

"Whereas," reads the memorial," "the present 
situation of this place is become a frontier Town, 
which we have reason to believe the Enemy aims to 
destroy, and which we your memorialist are a good 
deal concerned about, particularly when we Consider 
the Different Settlements round abont us, if we turn 
our eyes to the north, we find a Settlement called 
Galloway, and another caUed Peasly, who are all ene- 
mies to the Country and even Balls Town a great 
part of them ; To the southwest from us we have the 
Hellebergh, which are likewise mostly Tories, at 
which places the enemy may lay conceald nntill they 
find an opportunity to destroy this place. And one 
half of our Beg^ent are joining to these Settlements. 

"We, your memorialist, therefore, humbly pray 
that your Excellency will take our Situation in Con- 
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sideration and grant that onr Regiment may remain 
at Home to defend thiB place. And as Balls Town 
is likewise exposed to great Danger of an other attach 
of the enemy we lying nearest to them might on oooa- 
sion be a great assistance to the good people of that 
place." 

The year was not to close without further alarm, 
for the militia had scarcely returned from the western 
frontier when they were again ordered** out to check 
a second invasion threatened from the north by 
forces under Major Carleton. 

"Plots, Conspiracies, Conflagrations, Alarms, Burn- 
ing of the City, Destmction of Schenectady, &o. &o.," 
wrote** Stephen Lush to Governor Clinton on Novem- 
ber 7, in describing the terror reigning at Albany, 
"are the only Subjects of Conversation at present." 
Adding, in all probability not withoat some degree of 
troth, that "a chimney took Fire the other Evening 
and it was instantly determined [Uiat] the enemy 
were in the midst of us." 



»»JMA, p. 87«. 
•• /bid., p. 896. 
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CHAPTEE XVlli 
THE ONEIDAS AT SCHENECTADY 

Unmoved by promises and tbxeats alike the 
Oneida Indians alone of the Six Nations had con- 
tinued to favor the cause of the colonists both with 
thdr influence and actual support Becanse of this 
allegiance they had early incurred the enmity of the 
other tribes who, as we have seen, had ultimately 
decided to cast their lot with the King. The devasta- 
tion effected by General Sullivan had naturally 
widened the breach and in the measures outlined for 
retaliation it was planned that the Oneidas should 
not escape. 

On June 18, 1780, a delegation of Oneida chiefs 
acquainted^ Colonel rComelius Van Dyok, who was 
then in command of Fort Schayler, of the danger 
that was apprehended and of the information that 
had given rise to the belief that their town was soon 
to be destroyed unless they transferred their alle- 
giance. The threatened attack culminated in July, 
"[The Oneidas] too weak to make effectual resist- 
ance," wrote* General Schuyler to the Marquis de 
Lafayette on August 18, ' 'but too firmly attached to us 
to submit, or take part with the enemy, prudently took 
shelter at Fort Schuyler the day before the arrival of 
the Enemy, who burnt part of their Village, siezed 

1 PobUa Ptpers of Otorgt Ctinttm, V, 888. 
■ WMUngton Fl^Mn, Llbru/ ol Oongnai. 
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their Cattle, and destroj^ed the Crops and even pur- 
sued the fugitives as far as the fort" 

Because of the scarcity of provisions the liidians 
were permitted to remain at Port Schuyler but a few 
days.* They were, however, under the direction of 
the authorities, transferred to Schenectady, where, 
supported at the expense* of the Government, they 
remained until the end of the war. 

On their arrival at Schenectady the Indians, to 
the number of four hundred and six* (which included 
seven Canghnawagas), were ordered quartered in 
the barracks,* and to Jellis Fonda and otiiers was 
g^ven the contract of supplying them with necessary 
provisions. Frequent complaints soon began to be 
heard' to the effect that the Indians were suffering 
for want of food. Goneral Schuyler investigated 
these complaints and on October 10 reported' that 
he had been advised by one of the contractors that 
the Indians were well supplied with provisions with 
the exception of com, which it was impossible to 
obtain. He reported further that the contractors 
complained that up to this time no money had been 
paid on the contract and that he was given to under- 

« Colonal Vftn Schick to 0«nenLl WaiUngton, J11I7 29, 1760. Walk- 
ifigton Papen, Librarj of Coagrtea. 

* As tulj &■ Mkreli E4, 1T79, CongroM «mpower«d the eommisuoaera 
in the Northern Dep&rtanent to aappl^ provUiooi to thalr "fRithfnl 
friends the Onddaa." 80 low were the public fonde and lo inadeqokt* 
the iopplies for the troops that on more than one occasion both the 
State and Philip Bebnyler pereonallf advaneed funds and supplies. 

> Ninst7-thTee of this number were men, flf^-fonr women and the 
balance children. The majori^ of the wBiriors probablj rmained 
with the troops. Papers of the Continental Congress, m, 651. 

• nu., p. ML 

siMd. 
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stand that nnlesB money was famished farther sup- 
plies wonld in all event not be readily forthcoming. 
Schuyler spoke* of the poverty of the Indians as 
being such as to render them "an affecting spectacle 
of distress'* and added that few had clothing sufBoient 
to render them comfortaUe even at that season of 
the year. 

Because of the expense of supplying the barracks 
with firewood it was now proposed to remove the 
Indians to the neighboring woods, where they were 
to be quartered in hatB.** This arrangement, more- 
over, would, it was felt, simplify the food problem, 
as the Indians would be able to replenish their stores 
by hunting." 

The plan proposed was probably tried but evi- 
dently did not meet with the success hoped for, as 
on December 5 James Clinton reported^ to Wash- 
ington that the Indians were again in possession of 
the barracks and that he was at a loss to know to 
what point to remove them in order to make room 
for Continental troops** who were to be quartered in 
Schenectady during the winter and who were soon 
expected to put in their appearance. 

On the subsequent arrival of the Regulars the mat- 
ter'* of quarters was finally adjusted by billeting the 
officers witii the townspeople while soldiers and 
Indians ; were required to share the barracks. As 
mi^t well be imagined this arranganent was not to 

• TMd. 

ii JWA, p. 861. 

» WatUngton Piq»en, libni; of CknignM. 

u TIm 2d N«« Tork Lhie. 

i*MagatiM of Amtriomt SUtorg, DeeratbOT, 1881, p. 400. 
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prove praoticaL "Disagreeable Controversys have 
frequently arisen between the soldiery and Indiana/' 
reported" G«neral Schuyler on Marc^ 29 of the fol- 
lowing year, "and one of the latter [has] lately been 
barbaronsly murdered and others Assaulted and dan- 
gerously wounded." Because of this friction it was 
found necessary to make some other provision for the 
Indians and under the direction of Sdiuyler they 
were agaiu removed" outside the town and supplied 
with boards" with which to cover rude huts which they 
had already constrncted. 

"The Indian Village," wrote" the Marquis de 
Ghastelleuz, who visited Schenectady soon after the 
Indian encampment was established, "is nothing but 
an assemblage of miserable huts in the wood, along 
the road** to Albany. [Colonel Glen] took me into 
that of a savage du Saut Saint Loxiis, who had long 
lived at Montreal, and spoke good French. These 
huts are like our barracks in time of war, or those 
run up in vineyards, or orchards, to watch the fruit 

i* VKgtn of the Ooutinental CongieM, m, 047. 

IT Bebujler proenred tbsM and lftt«T lepUced tbem from his own 
■tock, M he had no mon^ with which to paj for them. He howevar 
expreaaed the hope "of b^g repaid at a fotore dxf, wben the pnblie 
treaaniy [waa] in better eonditioii. ' ' 

i*The HarqniB de ChaateDeoz, Travela in North America, I, 401. 

!■ Hon. E. Wlnalow Paige, than whom few are bettor vereed in 
Uie Mrlj> hiatorj and traditiooa of Seheneetady, haa told the writor 
that he baa alwa^a nnppoaed Uiat the Oneidss lived on what used to 
be eaQed "Injin" or "Engine" HOI, now Hoont Htaaant, along 
the west edge of Cotton Factory Hollow, and that it waa alw^ra a 
anbject toi diaenflaion aa to whether the name of the hill waa "Injin" 
from the faet that the Oneidas lived there or "Engine" from th« 
stationary engine of tiie Mohawk & Hndaon Bulroad. It ia not 
nnlikelj that the Indiana lived on both aidea of tbe H<dlow. 
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when it is ripe. All the timber consistB in two up- 
rights and one cross pole ; it is covered with a matted 
roof, but this is well lined within by a quantity of 
bark. The inner space is rather below the level of 
the ground, and \h» entrance by a little sidedoor; 
in the middle of the hut is the fire-place, from which 
the smoke ascends by an opening in the roof. On 
each side of the fire, are raised two branches, which 
ran the length of tJie hut, and serve to sleep on; 
these are covered with skins and bark. Beside the 
savage who spoke French, in this hnt, there was a 
sqnah, the name given to the Indian women, who had 
taken him as her second, and was bringing up a child 
by her first husband; two old men composed the 
remainder of the family, wbi(^ had a melancholy and 
poor appearance. The sqoah was bideoas, as they 
all are, and her husband almost stnpid, so that the 
charms of this society did not make me forget that 
the day was advan<ung, and that it was time to set 
out" 

"All that I could learn from the Colonel, or from 
the savages," adds the Marquis, "was that the State 
gives them rations of meat, and sometimes of flour; 
that they possess also some land, where they sow 
Indian corn, and go a hunting for skins, which they 
exdiange for mm. They are sometimes employed in 
war, and are commended for their bravery and 
fidelity. Though in subjection to the Americans, they 
have their chiefs, to whom application is made for 
justice, when an Indian has committed any crime. Mr. 
Glen told me, that they submitted to the pxmishments 
inflicted on them ; but had no idea that it was right to 
punish them with death, even for homicide." 
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CHAPTEE XIX 
THE RAIDS OP 1781 

With the coming of spring (1781) diacoaragemeut 
and apprehension grew. The continnanee of the 
frontier posts, whioh had with difficulty been main- 
tained thronghout the winter becanae of the scarcity 
of provisions, was by now dependent upon the imme- 
diate furnisldng of supplies which were practically 
unobtainable.* The line troops were "in a manner 
naked,*' desertions were frequent, public credit was 
almost at an end, Tories were everywhere increasing 
in ntmabers and from Albany came word* that the 
militia were destitute of both arms and ammunition. 

In the expectation that Schenectady, which had by 
now in a measure become a frontier town, would be 
an early object of attack on the part of the enemy, 
the ma^strates and field officers on February 27 
drew up a memorandum' recommendiag that Got- 

i"TIie Troops at Behaneetadjr, Santoga and tlda Poat an with 
tlie utmost WRtuttj nipplied from Daf to Day with Floor from tha 
Whe»t drawn from tha Inhabitants bj aaaeMm«nta, a mode which it 
is nnneeeasaij to montioii is so disagreenble to the conntrj in geoeial 
that we fear we shall not be able to disw in the small qoantitlM now 
dne withoat Hit interposition of tba ICilitarj, bot even this aapply if 
we were now poaseeaed of the whole would be greatlj inadequate." 
Isaac Btont«nbergh to Oeneral Clinton. Albany, Jannarj 15, 1781, 
Washln^n Papers, Libraij of Congress. 

■ Public Papers of George Clinton, TI, 760. 

■ JMd., p. 7IS. 
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ernoT Olinton be acqnamted with their opinion that 
it waa necessary to reinforce the picket defenses with 
seven* blockhouses and further that they felt it 
incombent upon them to apply to him for a small 
number of cannon, an artillery officer* with a suffi- 
cient number of men to work the cannon, a quantity 
of ammunition and an en^eer to superintend the 
erecting of the blockhouses. The memorandnm fur- 
ther suggested that Oovemor Olinton give his opin- 
ion as to how the blockhouses should be manned, 
whether or not the field officers and jastioes were 
invested with proper authority to appropriate private 
property to carry on the work of fortification and in 
what manner some funds could be raised to pay for 
ranging scouts, which it was felt would be of the 
greatest importance in the matter of the town's safety. 
Id order to satisfy himself as to the best means of 
reaching the desired end, Governor Clinton visited 
Schenectady, and on March 24 ordered' that work on 
the alterations and additions suggested by him dur- 
ing his visit should be proceeded with without delay, 
counseling that the advice of Major Nicholas Fish,' 

* "One Batterj %.t Mr. DaGnff 's; 
One Bloek Eodm tt T Epa; 
One Do at Doetor Specker'a; 
One on Vroonum'e Land; 
One Do at Mr. Ab. Groet'i; 

One Do in Alb'7 Street at the honae of laaae Meraelna; 
One at tbe back of David Frank 'a; 
One at or near the Continental Btables. ' ' 

Pnblie Papen of George Olinton, VI, 715. 
■ It waa at this time that an artillerj eoBvpmj at fifteen men nndar 
Captain John Crooflehom waa raised in Sehaneetadr. 
■Public Papera of Oeorga Clinton, VI, 715. 

THe waa in eonuuand of the aoldiera of the 2d New Tork Line 
■tationed hei& 
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then stationed here, shonld he songht in case any 
question shonld arise as to what was desired, adding 
that inasmuch as the prospects of obtaining cannon 
were not at all promising, althongh there were some 
small pieces and swivels scattered in different parts 
of the oonntry near the river which it might be pos- 
sible to transport to Schenectady and having made 
carriages eventually obtain some service from them, 
it were better that the "works be calculated as much 
as [might] be for Defence by Musquettry."* 

Althongh small parties of the enemy had been 
reported in the Valley from time to lime since early 
in the year, it was not until the latter part of April, 
when a band of eighty attacked Cherry Valley, that 
a raid of any importance occurred.' 

On May 15 word*" that an Indian hunting party 
to the north of Saratoga had been fired upon caused 
General Schuyler, to whom the incident had been 
reported, to recommend to General Clinton that 
scouts be dispatched from Schenectady without 
delay. A few days later an anonymous letter** bore 
the information that a party of from fonr to five 
hundred Loyalists and Indians had gone to the south- 
west of Albany to begin burning, that there were 
fifteen hundred more then at Ticonderoga for the same 
purpose and that Albany and Schenectady were to be 
their main objective points. 

■ Hfumon Peters Btstes (FaoBion CMBm BMords, S IIE24) that In 
ICarcb, 1781, ha altered Berviee m % Tolonteer in a eompanj of fortj* 
glx men commanded bj Walter Swlte, raised to keep gnard at Fort 
Volonteer and Fort Bqnasb at Bcbeneetadf. The eomjftnj was divided 
twenty-three men to each fort. 

• Pablie Papen of Qeorge Clinton, VI, 611. 

iDlMd., p. 880. 

11 Waddngton Papen, Llbrarj of GoDgreaa. 
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That treason was ftt work and tiie enemy correctly 
informed regarding the tme situation of the country 
was plainly evident from a British Secret Service 
docmnent" intercepted on May 27, which among 
other items contained advice as to sending a force 
against Albany, first preparing the way by distribnt- 
ing handbills hinting at pardon and protection for 
all who might assist the British. Schenectady was 
described in the document as "strongly picketed all 
ronnd, [having] six pieces of Ordinance, 6 pouaders, 
[with] Block Houses preparing." "It is to be 
defended by the Inhabitants," continued the report, 
"who except about a Dozen, are for Government. 
There are a few of Conrtlandt's Regiment here. A 
large Quantity of Grain stored . . . for the Use of 
the Troops [and] large Boats building" to convey 
heavy Metal and Shot to Fort Stanwix." 

I* The batteftnz were bting built under the greateat diffienltiea 
beeanee of tlie trouble met with in proenring boarda. Henrj- Qleu 
reported the matter to Iteitdquiuten on July IT *• followB; "Tonra of 
the 14tli Iiut. I have reMived and ever einee have need tverj exertion 
that laf in mj power to prevail on the Proprietorg of the Boarda to 
let tiie Pnblie have them. Thej aa; that it is impomible, imleBS thef 
Teewve hard money for them, or we may ae weU cot their Wife'e and 
Ohildrfln'e throata, for it ia their onlj BiQ)port for the Neceaaarje of 
Life. Aa to eending* eoldiers or Persona to impreae them, thef aeem 
to be determined not to aafter their Propertj to be taken from than any 
longer at the risque of their Lives, aa they have not been paid tor 
thur Boards et«. famished the Poblio for theee two yean past, and 
■o proepeet of titeit bmng paid jet, this is their Language and what 
to do in the matter I do not faiow. I have this Spring when Congress 
and the Head of the Dqiartment'e credit failed, pledged mj own 
Credit to bnild 16 new Boats for which I have made mjaelf payable, 
and with the Expectation of receiving the Money in a few days, which I 
had the promise of and am daily ask'd for the Cash, and still no Mon^, 
■Q tiUs I do not mind; no man longs more to make an end of the 
War than I do by carrying it on with Vigour, I Am and always was 
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The anticipated attacks fortrmately^ did not mature 
and soon the settlers had occasion to again take heart, 
for in Jnne Colonel Marinns Willett,'* persuaded by 
Governor Clinton to leave the main army in order 
to take command of snch troops as were already in 
the service or to be raised for the defense of the 
frontiers, arrived at Fort Rensselaer to enter npon 
the difficnlt task for which he had been siunmoned. 

The services of this efficient officer at Torlock,'* 
his untiring efforts in the pnrsnit of the raiders 
whenever they appeared, his wisdom and skill in the 
disposition of the meager forces nnder his command 
soon jnstified the confidence that had been placed in 
him, and during the snmmer" the lower Mohawk Val- 
ley was practically free from incursion, while the 

willing to pledge my Life and litUe Piopertj for the npport of the 
W&T but am B01T7 to And the Virtue and exertiona of the People ara 
lost thronghont the Whole OonntiT. The Service ia neglected b; thoae 
at tbe Helm for vant of mone?. Why ia not part of the Continent 
pledged to some Power to carry on the War wiUi Vigour and borrow 
a anfitcient Sum." Letter Booka of Colonel Hugh Hngbea, New 
Tork Eiatorical Socie^. 

11 "I am glad we have a Hero left in tbe toori of a Hontgomexy 
that be may live and we tbe Pride of Britain fall, and a Oloriona Peace 
Establiahed for Centnriea to come. It ia a Brave WILLBTT, I mean." 
Letter of Henry Qlen, Jn]y 17, 1761. Letter Books of Colonel Hngh 
Ho^iee. New York Hietorical Society. 

II Now the town of SbaroD, Schoharie County. The Levies woonded 
in the battle at that place were sent to Schenectady for treatment. 

la At thia time details of tbe Beheneetady militia were on garriaoa 
dnty at some of the forta to the weetward. Details at Tort Hunter, 
Penaion Office Beeorda, Jamea Barhydt S 12B48. Detaila at Fort 
Plank, PeneioD Office Beeords, Qerrit Van Epa W 2S00; Daniel Kettle 
W 215SS; John B. Veeder S 10927. Detaila at Schoharie, Pension 
Office Becorda, Benben Wheaton. A. company waa also on dnty at 
Glaaa Viele'a Bifte about four milee above Schenectady where a log 
honae served aa a fort Pension Office Beeords, Philip Viele B 10M7; 
Frederick Vedder B 21647. 
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actiTity of the enemy on the frontiers was given over 
to raids by small detachments attended with conse- 
quences of little importance. 

In September Albany was again thrown into a panio 
by a report" that the enemy were determined to 
bnm the city. The Tories in the vicinity were again 
active, and in fear many people packed their valuables 
in order to have them conveyed to a place of greater 
safety." It was, however, late in October before the 
enemy in force made their appearance in the Valley. 
Major Boss with a following of some fonr hundred 
and fifty Indians, Regulars and Tories, which number 
was augmented as he proceeded, advancing by way 
of Cherry Valley to the Mohawk Eiver, on October 24 
fell upon Warren's Bush." On news of the attack 
Schenectady was at once ordered** reinforced, but 
these orders were later ooxmtermanded as word was 
brought that the enemy after burning Warren's Bush 
had retired. 

Although the scene of the attack was about twenty 
miles to the east of Fort Eensselaer where Colonel 
Willett had established his headquarters, so unex- 
pected was the attack that the enemy had ample 
opportunity to accomplish their purpose before 
Colonel Willett was able to collect forces to repel 
them. 

Lnmediately upon receipt of the news of the raid 

>T On recdpt of tha usn « eompKnj nndar OaptKin Thomu Bromr 
Bmnker mardied u toj norUi aa 0«lwa7 but later ntnmed to BaDaton, 
irtioro Mtej rem^nad qnartand for a fortnight or lo. Pemaion Offlea 
Beeorda, Weaael Oomn W 1D29. 

la Public Papen of 0«orge dinton, vn, 804. 

laJMA, p. 448. 

M Ibid., p. 448. 
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Oolonel Willett dispatched messengers down the 
Yalley asking the militia to join him, while he him- 
self at once set out in pnrstiit of the enemy with what 
forces he conld collect 

Major Boss had retired to Johnstown and here on 
the next day (October 25) Colonel Willett forced an 
engagement, oansing the enemy to retreat. On the 
evening of the twenty-eighth, living been reinforced 
by a band of Oneidas and the militia, which inclnded 
a detachment" from Schenectady under Captain 
Jellis Fonda, Colonel Willett started in pursnit of 
the raiders, subsequently attacking a detail of them 
on the West Canada Creek, killing several, among 
whom was Walter Butler, and leaving the rest "to 
the compassion of a starving wilderness.'"* The 
news of the death of Butler was received in Schenec- 
tady with great rejoicing. The Whigs illuminated 
their houses and the Tories under threat of being 
mobbed were forced to do likewise." 

With the expedition under Major Ross closed for 
the year the active operations of the enemy on the 
frontier, and ten days before the engagement on the 
West Canada Creek, Comwallis snrrendered at 
Torfctown. 

11 Thii detaehmant ma with otben complim«nt«d on their b«hjivioT 
in Qsnenl Olden. Public Papers of Qeorge Clinton, Vn, 483. 
Other memben of the militiA appear to have inarched to Johutoim on 
the alarm, bnt eridoitl^ a nnall detachment 0017 as volnntaen went aa 
far aa the Wcat Canada Creak, the ramainder being aaugned to garriaon 
dn^ in the neighboring forta. 

M Colonel Willett to OoremoT Clinton. Pnblle Piters of George 
Clinton, VU, 474. 

»Jane Fergoson'B Berolationaiy Becollectioni. TAo Amvieon 
Monthiy Magatine, April, 160S. Jane Feiguaon vaa one of the snr- 
vivora of the Oherrj Vallej maasacre who loa^t refoge in Behenaetadr. 
She remained here until after peace waa declared. 
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CHAPTER XX 
AFTEE TOBKTOWN 

While with the cidmiiiation of the campaign end- 
ing in the American viotory at Yorktown active hos- 
tilities in the country at large were brought to an 
enA, minor raids were to keep the frontiers in alarm 
for nearly a year and a half, neceseitating constant 
watchfulness and preparedness' on the part of the 
authorities. 

In June, 1782, reports* brought to General Wash- 
ington indicated that Albany and Schenectady were 
to be the chief objects of another attack on the part 
of the enemy. While these reports were probably 
without foundation there may have been some con- 
nection between them and the visit which General 
Washington paid to Albany during the latter part of 
the montii. 

It was during this visit that Washington, on tiie 

t The Act of the New York Legiilatnre of November 17, 1781, and 
tlw Aet of ICueh 23, 1788, bronght into bring dnring tlte eprlng of 
1788 tlte ebaa of militin known aa "Hilitia-Land Bonnt^ Mghta." 
tJndtf this aznngenunt for r»iaing fiftMu hundred men for the 
defenae of the frontiera and to lUI the Taeandee In the Line, the 
militia eompaniee were divided into "claaeee" avera^ng fifteen men 
In nnmber and each "elaaa" wm obliged to fnmieh one man fnlly 
•quipped for eerrlee, for which it received a eompoiaation of two 
htmdred aeree of land. The granting of landa as a boontj wee neeea- 
•itated beeauee of the ver^ great aesreitj of epeeie. 

■ Waahington Pupen, Idbnij of Congreai. 
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invitation of the townspeople, took occasion to pay 
Mb second* yisit to Schenectady, riding over in a car- 
riage with General Schuyler on the thirtieth. On 
their arrival these two diatingnished gaests were 
received with "no little formality by the civil and 
military anthorities and escorted some distance by 
a nomerons procession in which [Washington] 
walked with his hat nnder his arm."* At the public 
dinner given later at the tavern of Bobert Clench 
were assembled *'a respectable number of gentle- 
men," and to Colonel Frederick Visscher, who was 
then living in Schenectady, Washington assigned the 
seat on his right.* 

At some time during the day an address was pub- 
licly delivered and before Washington set out on his 
return to Albany he took occasion to write the fol- 
lowing reply :* 

To the Magistrates and Military Officera of the town of 
Scbenectada : 

Gfiotlemen — I request you to accept my warmest thanks 
for your affectionate address. 

In a cause so jnst and righteooB as oon, we hare every 
reascm to hope the Divine Providence will still continue to 
crown our arms with success, and finally compel our enemies 

■ His finrt Tiait wm a Imrried one looii after the eonuneneaneiit of 
Um war is order to make arrangenunta for frontieT defenie. He 
dined and lodged at the reaidenee of John and Henry Qlen and alao 
took tea at the residence of John Handen. Waahington again viaited 
Seheneetady in 1786 while making a tour through the eonnby. On thia 
oecaaion he was quartered at the inn of Bobert Oleneh. Hon. Jolm 
Bandera, Early Hintory of Seheneetad/, p. 274. 

* Jeptha B. Simmi, The Frontieismeii of New York, II, 624. 

'Ibid. 

• IWd. 
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to grant TU that peace upon equitable temui, which we so 
ardeutlj desire. 

May yon, and the good people of this town, in the meantime, 
be protected from every inadions and open foe, and may the 
complicated bleadngs of peace soon reward your ardnons 
struggles for the establishment of the freedom and independ- 
vnce of onr common country. 

Go. -WASHINQTON. 

The news of the declaration of peace in 1783 was 
received in Schenectady amid great rejoicing and 
followed by a befitting celebration; a large bonfire of 
pine knots was bnilt on the hill overlookuig the town 
and hnng in the midst of the flames was an efSgy of 
Benedict Arnold.^ 

With the retam of peace to the frontiers the set- 
tlers began to retam to the desolation that every- 
where prevailed to rebuild their homesteads and again 
take np their daily taste. 

For the Indians who had fonght on the side of the 
King, deprived now of British support and not even 
mentioned in the treaty of peace, nothing remained 
bat to abandon themselves to the mercy of the viotors.' 

In Schenectady the fortifications were permitted to 
go into decay or removed and at this time also, for 
the war had brought the townspeople into contact with 
the men and customs of the other colonies, there 

TJuM Ferguson's B«voliiti«iiaT7 BeeollMtiona. The Amerlean 
MontMy Magaaknt, April, 1B02. 

• Due to tlu influeuee of Wwhington, who advoeatad ft libend poliej 
tomrd the Iroqooia, thej were not expelled from the State, where bj 
the Iawb of wftT ftU their lands had been forfeited. To the Oneidaa 
and Tnaearoras in 178S were granted certain lands in the western part 
of New fork, which were snbseqaentif in 1788 purchased from them bj 
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began to disappear many of those primitiTe usages 
pecoliar to the Dntch inhabitants of the town. 

in the English Chnrch (St. George's), while many 
of the indignities suffered by her sister chnrches had 
been escaped, desolation now prevailed. The bnild- 
ing, dilapidated, with windows broken out, had even 
become the resort of the swine that roamed at will 
through the streets of the town.* Of those who had 
attended service before the war bnt a few remained,** 
upon whom, as courage revived, devolved the bur- 
den of restoring the chnrch building and renewing 
parochial activities. 

Soon came many from New England to the rich 
lands of western New York, jonmeying with their 
families in oi-cart and covered wagon or transfer- 
ring to boats at Schenectady. To meet the ever 
increasing demands of the travelers and to facilitate 
the transportation of supplies there was incorporated 
in 1792 and completed in 1797, under the direction of 
General Philip Schuyler, the enterprise known as the 
Inland Lock Navigation Company, whereby boats of 
a deeper draught than the small batteaux mij^t pro- 
ceed without unloading from Schenectady to Oswego. 
For a quarter of a century the Mohawk was to remain 
a scene of commercial activity, or until 1825, when 

* JonBthftn Pemnon, Hiatoir of ttte Sebenocted^ P&t«nt, p. S96. 

10 Ur, John Dotf nportod in 1780 from Uontml nhore he had Uk«n 
ntvge that "his poor little flock [had] been almost diaperaed and the 
few remaining were in tlie moat deplorable circnmataaeea, " adding that 
he had "been informed hj a jonng man, latelj from Sdieneetadj, that 
the congregation conalated of onlj twenty-Mven white adolta, twen^ 
children and aome bladn." The fate of the PreahTterian coagregatioD 
waa in all probability not onlihe that of St George '■■ Jonathan 
Peareon, EietorT- of the Sehaieetadr Patent, p. 401. 
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with the completion of the Erie Canal the traffic of 
the Valley was transferred to that chamieL 

In 1795 the Academy built by the Dntch Reformed 
Gharch through the influence of Doctor Bomeyn 
became Union College, the consunmation of a move- 
ment started four years before the war cry of the 
Indian and crack of the rifle had ceased to resonnd 
thronghoat the Valley. 

With these enterprises lookLog toward the eco- 
nomic, commercial and intellectual welfare of the 
eommnnity as well as with the political affairs of the 
State, early became associated many men of Sche- 
nectady, who, with distinction, had served their coun- 
try throughout her struggle for independence and 
whose names appear quite as prominently in the his- 
tory of the years following the Berolution, until each 
in his turn was claimed by death, as they appear in 
the short period covered by the war itself. 
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Adaus, WnjiiAU : Settled in Sclienectad; about 1757. His 
name appears as having served as a phTsician and on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany Count? Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

AinzAKDEB, Albzandbb: Bom February 19, 1765; died 
September 1, 1809, His name appears on the rolls of th« 
2d Albany County Militia. At the commenceioent of the 
var he was but ten years of age and it is tiierefore probable 
that he saw very little active service. 

AuiZANDBB, BoBBBT; On MsTch 1, 1776, he BOgned an agree- 
ment with Philip Schnyler for service at Ticonderoga 
and Lake Qeorge. He is mentioned in the state treasorer's 
pay book as having served as a lieutenant in the 2d Albany 
County Militia. 

AiiBZANDEB, Sandt; Hjs name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

AiiENT, Eldest : Died shortly before March, 179S. A mer- 
chant in 1790, living on t^e south comer of Union and 
Ferry Streets. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. On November 21, 1776, there was 
an Eldert Ameut serving as ensign in the 5th Company, 
3d New York Line. He resigned on December 23, 1T78. 

Banebb, Tbohas Bsower: Bora in 1729; died May 25, 
1807. A blacksmith by trade. He built and lived in a 
house on State Street at the present location of No. 224. 
He and his wife, Anna Mebie, are buried mde hy side near 
the State Street entrance of Vale Cemetery, their bodies 
having been removed from the old Dutch Reformed Church 
burying ground on Green Street. On October 20, 1775, 
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Banker waa fionuniasioned fiist lieuteoant in the 4th 
Company, 2d Albany Comity Militia. On November 22 
he received a eominiaaion aa captain from the Provincial 
Congresa and on Febrtmry 10, 1776, was assigned to one 
of the newly organized Schenectady companies of militia. 
In May, 1777, he waa (m duty at Fort Edward. He 
remained there for some time, after which his company 
was ordered to Snookkill. He served through the cam- 
paign against Bnrgoyne, On June 20, 1778, he was re- 
appointed captain, and during tiiia year served at the 
Schoharie Forts and in command of a detachment under 
General Clinton erecting fortificationa at Sacandaga. In 
the spring of 1779, he commanded a detachment to Beaver- 
dam and captured seven Tories. In Uie snmmer he waa 
in command of a detail at Schoharie and in Augost went 
•m& his company to Herkimer. In the fall he served at 
Fort Plank and Stone Arabia. In August, 1780, he went 
with the troops to Fort Plain after the destrnctiou of 
Cani^oharie and in the fall to Ballaton after the raid. 
In September, 1781, he commanded a detachment -wbieb 
marched some thirty miles to the north of Schenectady 
"to drive back the enemy who were said to be advancing 
towards this place," and in October, he commanded a 
detachment in pursnit of Major Roaa and Butler. Simms 
mentions an amusing incident which occnrred dnrii^ 
General Washington's visit to Schenectady in June, 1782. 
Washington was walking on the street in company with 
Captain Banker when an old n^[ro passing removed his 
hat and bowed. Washington immediately returned the 
compliment much to the surprise of Banker, who sug- 
gested that it waa not the custom of the coontry to notice 
slaves. "I cannot be lesa civil than a poor negro," Wash- 
ington replied as they walked on. 

BiBOiiAT, Jaicbs; His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia, Iiand Bounty Bights. 
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Babhtdt, Cobnbudb : He served as & captain of batteaomen, 
and in the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Babhtdt, Jacob; Baptized Febroary 9, 1753. His name 
appeus <m the roUa of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Babhtdt, Jahes: Bom in Schenectady, March 28, 1762, 
and lived here until the year 1784. In the spring of 1778 
he enrolled aa a private nnder Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 
2d Albany Conn^ Militia. He performed considerable 
scont and patrol dnty and aboat Jtme 20, 1779, as a vol- 
nnteer private was assigned to a company of Rangers 
from Cherry Valley under Captain Robert McEean. With 
this company he assisted in the transportation of the 
stores and baggage of General Clinton's brigade; perform- 
ing both guard and fatigue duty. In October, 1780, as a 
private nnder Captain Van Slyck he marched to Scho- 
harie in pursuit of Sir John Johnson, Brant and Butler, 
and in October, 1781, he went to Warren's Bush in pur- 
suit of Major Ross and was with the troops at the West 
Canada Creek when Bntler lost his life. A pensioner. 

Babhtdt, Jbbonb: Bom in the Schenectady Township, 
October 28, 1764; died July 10, 1849. When caUed into the 
service he lived at the Norman's Kill. In 1779 he volun- 
teered under Major Swits, 2d Albany County Militia, for 
the pursuit of Tories at the Heldeberi^ In the fall of 
1780 he enrolled imder Captain Thomas Brower Banker 
and went with the troops nnder General Van Rensselaer 
in pursuit of Sir John Johnson. In the spring of 1781 
he enlisted in the state troops. He served at the Middle 
Fort, Schoharie, and at the TTpper Fort, where he took 
part in a battle with a party of Mohawk Indiana under a 
Tory named Cbristler. After four months' service he 
again enlisted nnder Obtain Banker and served to the 
end of tlie war. In the fall of 1781 he took part in the 
battle of Johnstown and went with the troops in pursuit 
of Walter Butler as far as the West Canada Creek. He 
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performed considerable gairiaon daly &t Schenectady ftnd 
elsewhere. He received a pensioQ which was later axm- 
pended and his widow's claim rejected. 

Babhtdt, John: Baptized Janoarr 7, 1739. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coanty Militia. 

Babhtdt, Lewis: Bom in 1755; died March 7, 1829. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 
In August, 1780, he was in conunand of the guard at 
Schenectady. 

Babhtdt, Nicholas; Bom NoTember 12, 1744; died April 
15, 1827. On Febmaiy 10, 1776, he was elected second 
lienteuant in Captain Abraham Oothont's company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. He was spoken of as "an active, 
zealous and valuable officer, always ready when occasion of- 
fered to serve his country. " In the fall of 1776, he took part 
in an expedition to Fort Edward, Fort Ann and Skenes- 
boroTigh, and in the summer of 1777, was with tiie North- 
ern Army at Van Schaick'g Island, Bemis Heists and 
Saratoga. On June 20, 1778, be was regularly commis- 
sioned second lieutenant, his commission being signed by 
Nathaniel Woodhnll, president of the Provincial Congress. 
During the aommer of 1778 he was on duty at the Scho- 
harie Forts and in July at Fort Plain. In the spring of 
1779 he again served at Fort Plain and in the fall at Stone 
Arabia. In the spring of 1780 he was ordered to Johns- 
town and there joined the forces under Cdonel Gansevoort. 
In the fall of this same year he went on an e^>editi(m 
to Fort Hunter. He often commanded detachments on 
tours for the apprehension of Tories or cot alarms iriien 
towards the end of tlie war the militia was frequently 
called out on short excursions. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany Coxmty Militia, Land Bounty 
Bights. His widow received a pension which was, after 
her death, transferred to her four children. 
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BiBHTDT, Tbunib : His name appears aa the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. In 1778 he was enrolletl under 
Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Baictlet, Daniel : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coun^ Militia. 

Babti^t, Michael: His name appears on ttie rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Bastian, John: His same appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. He served as a private under 
Captain John MyndeiBe and as a sergeant under Captain 
Thomas Wasson. In 1781 he was a member of Captain 
John CroQsehom's company of artillery. 

Bates, Davh): On February 14, 1776, whUe serrins as a 
lienteoant in the Line under Captain Oerrit S. Yeeder 
in Colonel Cornelius D. Wynkoop's regiment, he was 
recommended for the office of second lieutenant in the 
company of Bangers to be formed under Captain John 
A. Bradt He accepted thia office, but on April 12 asked 
permission of the Committee to resign, stating that the 
men were mutinous and dissatisfied at Oerrit S. Veeder 
being appointed their captain instead of waiting for the 
return of Bradt. The next d^ Bates delivered his com- 
mission to the Committee bat he was later induced to ask 
for its return and his request was granted with the admoni- 
tion that he watch his future behavior. 

Bbabup, Andrew: He was enrolled under Captain John 
Mynderse, 2d Albany Connty Militia. In January, 1776, 
be took part in the expediticm to Johnstown, and in the 
fall of 1777 in the campaign against Burgoyne. In the 
fall of 1779 he was on duty at Stone Arabia. He served 
as a batteau and fatigue man under both William Feteis 
and Joseph Peek, and in the fall of 1780 was stationed at 
Saratoga. During the year 1781 or 1782 he is said to have 
served in the Levies under Colonel Willett His widow 
received a pension. 
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Be&bop, John: Probably from Princetown. His name 
appears on the rolls of tiie 2d Albany Gonn^ Militia. In 
the fall of 1779 he serred nnder Captain Abraham Oothoot 
in an expedition to Stone Arabia, acting as a anbstitate 
for Chnstopher Ward. In July 1782, he went on scont 
duty to Harpersfield. His widow's claim for pension was 
rejected. 

Bkibup, Thouas : He is boried on the old Blessing farm in 
Princetown about three hundred feet east of the hoose. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Wilitift. 

Bbokzs, Qebbit: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connly Militia. 

BzEEicAN, jAtx>B: Baptized August 9, 1761 ; died November 
4, 1817. He lived on Washington Avenue. Towards the 
end of the war he was appointed captain of militia to suc- 
ceed Captain John Van Fatten, resigned. 

Bkbkin, Willuu : Bom in ' ' Old England. ' ' On September 
1, 1781, he was reported a deserter from the Levies under 
Colonel Willett and was described as being five feet three 
inches in hei^t, brown complexion, black hair and eyes 
and fifty-flve years of age. 

Beotbdo, Cluu: On January 18, 1776, she informed the 
Committee of Safety that she had some intelligence to 
communicate relative to the proceedings at Johnstown. 
She was examined under oath and her information for- 
warded to General Schuyler, who was then on his yie^ 
there. 

Beth, Jelub : Baptized Angost 11, 1751. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Beth, Bobebt: Baptized November 28, 1742. In 1777 he 
was serving as an ensign in C^tain Abraham Oothont's 
company, 2d Albany County Militia, and in the fall of 
1780 was on duty at Caughnawaga. 
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Beth, Thomas : Baptized Janoaiy 8, 1749. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia and 
the 2d Albany Connty Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

BoiOB (BcTS), AntATTtM ; His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

BoiOE (BuTs), Jauzs: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albai^ County Militia. 

Bond, Bichabd: A complaint lodged against him with the 
Committee of Safety was dismissed on May 30, 1777, for 
lack of proof. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty "Militia 

Bonnt, Iohabod : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany County ICUtia, Land Bounty Bights. 
BONNT, John: Bom in 1754; died September 3, 1832. He 

served in the Levies under Colonel Marinus Willett A 

pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 
BoviE, Abraham : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany Connty Militia. 
BoviE, Isaac : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany Connt? Militia. 
Bovis, IsKAXL: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany Cnnnty Milit ift 

BovjM, Jacob: Bom in 1756. In March, 1776, while resid- 
ing in Glenville he was pressed into the service as a 
teamster and required to make a trip to Montreal carry- 
ing baggage and sick soldiers. During the years 1776 and 
1777 he served in Captain Abraham Van Eps's company, 
2d Albany Connty Militia, and performed garrison duties 
on several occasions. In September, 1777, he marched 
with his compai^ to Bemis Heights and was one of the 
picket guard during the battle. He served later at Balls- 
ton, Canghnawaga, StCHie Arabia and the Schoharie Forts, 
generally on draft and under various officers. 
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BoTiE, Nicholas P.: On Aogtut 25, 1776, he enlisted in 
C^tain John A. Bradt's company of State Bangers and 
also served during this year under Captain Gernt S. 
Yeeder. He was a familiar figure about Schenectady 
where he came to live several years after the Bevolntion. 
He was nicknamed "Sciilpennick" or "Scalped Nick," 
for in July, 1777, he was shot, tomahawked and scalped by 
the Indians at Fort Stanwix. He was taken to the fort 
as dead by some of the soldieois. After recovering suffi- 
ciently to perform invalid duty, he again jconed the am^. 
His widow received a pension. 

BoviE, Nicholas B. : Baptized Angnst 26, 1744. In Feb- 
raary, 1777, he enlisted at Schenectady in a compai^ 
of batteaomen onder Captain Reuben Symonds. He 
served on the North River and Sarah^a Lake assisting 
in tranHporting artillery both before and at the surrender 
of Burgoyne. After this service he was ordered to Fort 
Stanwix with clothing and provisions. In March, 1778, 
he again enlisted at Schenectady in a company of batteaa- 
men under Ct^tain Cornelias Barhydt, and was dis- 
charged December 25, 1778. He sabeeqaently served in 
the regiments under Colonels Dn Bois and Visscher, and 
aft«r tiie repulse of Sir John Johnson in the fall of 1780 
he was one of the guards to pilot to Schenectady a boat 
containing a number of the wounded. A pensioner. 

BowuAN, Fbedb&iok : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Bradtord, Jahes: Probably from Qlmville. His nam£ 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Bradt, Andriks: On September 26, 1776, he enlisted in 
Captain John A. Bradt's company of State Rangers. 

Bbadt, Anthony D. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Connty Militia. 
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Bbadt, Abent a. : Baptized Janoarr 9, 1762; died previoiis 
to 1809. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County MUitda. 

Bradt, Akent S.: Bom in 1743; died Pebruary 3, 1814- 
Buried in Yale Cemetery. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

Bradt, Chables: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Bradt, Cobnilius; Bom April 21, 1762; died August 16, 
1814. Buried in V&le Cemetery. He was enrolled in the 
company of Captain Jesse Van Slyek, 2d Albany Coimty 
Ttfiiiria In, the summer of 1777 he served in the cam- 
paign against Bnigoyne and in the spring of 1778 in an 
expedition to Beaverdam under Captain Thomas Brover 
Banker. Daring the summer of this same year he was on 
duty at the Lower Fort Schoharie and in the fall one of 
the garrison at Fort Plain. In October, 1781, he marched 
under Captain John Van Patten io pursuit of Major Boss 
and Butler. His widow receiyed a pension. 

Bbaot, Elias; Baptized September 14, 1756. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Bradt, Ephbaiu : He was enrolled in the company of Cap- 
tain Jellis J. Fonda, 2d Albany County Militia. During 
the summer of 1777 he served two months in the campaign 
against Burgoyne and in 1778 performed garrison duty 
at the Schoharie Forts, Fort Plain and Fort Paris. In 
May or June, 1779, he was with Captain Thomas Brower 
Banker under General Clinton, erecting fortifications at 
Sacandaga. From Angost to October, 1781, he was on 
guard duty at Claas Yiele's Fort under Sergeant William 
TeUer. 

Bradt, Fredesick : Baptized November 20, 1748. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, 
Land Boxmty lights. 
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Bradt, Gnmir: His name appears on tlie rolls of the 2d 
AlbaD7 CoTmt7 Militia. 

Bbadt, Jacobus : Bom in 1730; died March 26, 1801. Eia 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albai^ County Militia. 

Bbajxt, Jaoobus S.: Bq)tized Jnne 9, 1745. Hia uaoie 
appears on the rolls of ^e 2d Albany County Uilitia. 

Bbadt, John A. : Baptized March 22, 1741. A silTersmith. 
On July 10, 1775, he was reconunended to the Provincial 
CoDgress for the office of captain in the recmiting ser- 
vice. On Febmary 13, 1776, vrhile absent on a trading 
expedition to Canada be was favorably considered by the 
Committee of Safety for the captaincy of a troop to be 
raised in the district. When approached by two memb^s 
of the Board regarding the possibility of his accepting 
the office his wife stated that "she did not know when 
her hnsband would be home and that for her part she did 
not approve of his going into the army, thoogb he always 
did as be pleased. She was of the opinion that he would 
not accept the commission [and] that he was ill used last 
year in that respect." This report evident^ did not dis- 
coorage the Board, for on the same day (February 14) he 
was assigned the captaincy in case the oi^canizatiou of the 
company could wait until his return. On April 10 Bradt 
had not yet returned and it was therefore decided to 
appoint Gerrit S. Veeder in his place. On May 7 he was 
elected a member of the third Committee of Safety, and 
on August 10 eoDmusdoned by the Provincial Congress 
captain of a company of State Rangers for service in 
apprehending Tories in Albany Comity. On October 26 
he commanded a detachment for service at Coxsackie and 
on October 30 marched with his company to Tiyon County 
under orders to report to Colonel Qoose Van Schaick. 
From December 16, 1776, to January 15, 1777, he was 
slationed with his company at Fort Constitution and in 
January he petitioned Congress as the men complained 
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that sndi dnt? was ccattrary to tlieir tenns of enlistnieiit. 
On Marcli 27 the company vaB ordered discharged. On 
April 19, he was granted a tavern license by the Com- 
mittee of Safety. On May 20 the election of a new Board 
was held at his home. 
Bkadt, John S.; Born September 16, 1754; died October 
19, 1804. His name appears oa the rolls of the 2d Albai^ 
Coonty Militia. 

Boast, Mimdbbt: Bom in 1752; died Jime 7, 1806. A 
blacksmith. Buried in Yale Cemetery. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albai^ Coonty Militia. 

Bradt, Samuel: Bom AngoBt 22, 1715,- died August 3, 
1799. He served in the 2d Albany Count? Militia previons 
to July 8, 1777, on which date he was relieved from farther 
duty as being "disordered in mind and in a bad state of 
health." 

Bradt, Samubi. S.: Baptized April 10, 1737. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Braqhau, John: Baptized October 16, 1743; died in 1820. 
He is bnried on the Michael Broogham farm (now owned 
by Henry Baeger) in Princetown. The graveyard is abont 
three hnndred feet east of the hoose on the south bank of 
the creek. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Coonty Militia. 

BBAGHUt, Joseph-. Baptized May 5, 1734. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coont? Militia. 

Bkaohah, Sdion: Baptized Jone 14, 1718; died before 
1786. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Coonty Militia. 

Bboaohih, John: A fanner. On Joly 23, 1780, he was 
sent onder arrest to Albany as being connected with a plot 
to join the enemy or sopplying them with provisions. On 
Angnst 10 he was released on bail. 
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Bbowkb, Hendbio: Bom October 15, 1731; died December 
11, 1801. His mune appears on tiie rolls of the 2d Albany 
CoimtT' Militia and the 2d Albany Cotrnty Militia, Land 
Bounty Bights. 

Bboweb, Biceabd: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Bbown, Abraham : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. 

Bbown, 3obs:^ Enlisted from Schenectady nnder Captain 
John Qraham, Ist New York lone, 

BuBNEAjf, WHiLuu: Bom in 1760; died January 9, 1822. 
He served as a private in the Connecticnt Line. A pen- 
sioner under die Act of March 18, 1818. 

Burns, Abent: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

BuBNs, Datu): His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Cahill, John: Bom in 1745; died March 1, 1822. On 
November 17, 1776, he enlisted for the war and was 
assigned to the 8th Company, 1st New York Lone. He 
deserted on October 10, 1780. 

Cain, Babent: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

' Albany Goun^ Militia. 

Cain, Pbteb Wabben: Bom in Warren's Bush, March 2, 
1750. Daring the Bevolntion and after he lived in Glen- 
ville. In the spring of 1775 he enlisted for one month 
under Captain John Van Patten, 2d Albany County 
Militia. He then enlisted under Captain Comelius Van 
Dyck in the New York Line, and served for nine months. 
He marched to Ticonderc^a, Crown Point and the Isle 
Aux Noix. He was with the detachment that reduced 
Chamblee and fought at the siege of St. John's. In 
January, 1776, he took part in the expedition to Johna- 
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town, and on his return monnted g:aard at Tennis Swart 's 
Fort. In the fall of 1777 he served twenty-flve days with 
the Northern Army as orderly aei^eant onder Captain 
John Van Patten. PreTions and snbeeqaent to this ser- 
Tice he volunteered in the company of batteanmen nnder 
Myndert Wemple and waa employed in transporting sup- 
plies OD the Hudson and Mohawk Biveis. He performed 
various garrison and fatigue duties and went on several 
tours for the apprehension of Tories. In 1780 he was 
stationed at the Highlands, in a fatigue company under 
Captain William James, and in Oetober, 1781, was in the 
battle of Johnstown, marching with the detachment in . 
pursuit of the enemy to the West Canada Creek. A pen- 
sioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Camfbsll, Albxakdeb: A native of Scotland. He settled 
in Schenectady in 1762, later removed to Schoharie, but 
was again a resident of Schenectady on June 3, 1775, 
nnder orders never to return to Schoharie. In 1776 it 
being ascertained that he had warned Sir John Johnson 
of his danger, a mob burned his storehouse at Schoharie 
and later destroyed bis store at Schenectady with goods 
and merchandise, "burning at the same time eight loads 
of hay and poisoning two milch cows." He wss subse- 
quently sent a prisoner to Connecticut, but on December 
3 was permitted to return home on parole. In May, 1777, 
he waa recommended to the field officers as "a dangerous 
person," and on M^ 3 was arrested to be taken to Albany 
but was released on his oath that he would take up arms in 
defense of the country in case of any invasion. On Sep- 
tember 7, 1778, he refused to take the Oath of Allegiance, 
and requested permission of the Comnussioners of Con- 
q)iraciefl to remove to Canada with his family. This 
request was granted and he was ordered to prepare him- 
self to be removed on the shortest notice. He probably 
acted as a spy on various occasions, as his petition to the 
British Qovenunent for remuneration contains an item 
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of £15 ISs., cash paid to nmdiy expenses in obtaininjT 
informatioii of tlie sitoation of the CoDtioeDtal Army for 
Generals Boi^jme and Fraser. 

Cahpbbu., Daniel : Born September 19, 1730; died Aogtut 
16, 1802. He came to Schenectady some time in the year 
1754. He commeDced business as an Indian trader with 
a pack on his back and at the conunencement of the 
war was repated to have amassed a considerabLe fortune. 
He lived in the house now known as 101 State Street, which 
was erected for him in 1762. He was an intimate friend 
of Sir William Johnson and in 1771 was one of ibe judges 
of the Court of Common Pleas for Albany County. On 
August 5, 1775, he was granted a permit by the Committee 
of Safety to go to Canada on private business. On April 
17, 1776, he was refused a recommendation from the Board 
for permission to obtain s pass from Qenerat Schuyler 
"to forward goods up the country." In May, 1777, he 
was recommended to the field officers as "a dangerous 
person." On May 22 he voluntarily took an oath that 
he would take np arms in defense of the country in case 
of any invasion. On July 30 he was ordered arrested 
and to appear before the State Committee for refusing 
to receive Continental currency in payment of a debt On 
May 1, 1778, he was brought before the Commissioners 
of Conspiracies "for speaking words that in the opinion 
of the Board might have a dangerous tendency and prove 
detrimental to the liberties of America." He was released 
on bail and on June 14, was cited to appear before the 
Committee to render aatiafaction touching his conduct 
conformable to the Act regarding persons of a neutral 
and equivocal character. On July 17 he refused to take 
the Oath of Alliance and was ordered to hold himself 
in readiness to be removed within the enemy's lines. On 
July 29 he requested a temporary suspension of the pro- 
ceedings snd on August 1 declared his readiness to take 
the Oath, but was not permitted to do so as the Act did 
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not pennit of the Oath being administered to one who had 
already refused to take it He was ordered to be ready 
for removal on the fourteenth. On May 19, 1779, the Oath 
was administered to him in accordance with the provisions 
of the amended Act. Hia name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Comity Militia. 

Campbell, Eennbth: Bom in 1743. On January 23, 1777, 
he enlisted for the war and was assMCned to Captain Henry 
Tiebont's compai^, 3d New York Idne. He was later 
transferred to the company of Captain George Sytez. He 
was in Fort Stanwix when besieged, at the battles of White 
Plains and Monmonth and at the snrrender of ComwaUis. 
A pensioner nnder the Act of March 18, 1818. 

GiHOOT, John: On March 4, 1776, he was appointed an 
overseer of batteanmen by the Schenectady Committee of 
Safely for service at Lake George. 

Cablet, Joseph; Bom in 1762; died April 23, 1842. On 
May 6, 1779, he was drafted for nine months' service and 
assigned to Captain John F. Hamtramck's company, 6th 
New York Line. He served in Sullivan's expedition 
against the Indians. At the expiration of the period for 
which he was drafted, in January, 1780, he enlisted for 
tlie war under Captain Henry Da Boia. He remained in 
this company until the winter of 1783, when he was 
transferred to Captain Hamtramck's company of light 
infantry connected wiUi the same regiment. At the chwe 
of the war he was honorably discharged and given a badge 
of merit. A pensioner under the Aot of March 18, 1818. 

CABTWRiaHT, Henbt: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

Cabtwbioht, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Connty Militia. 

Cassada (or Cassett), John: He was enrolled in the com- 
pany of Captain Jellis J. "^Fonda, 2d Albany County Mili- 
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tia, entering service some time in 1776. He served two 
mooibs in tlie campaign against Bttrgoyne. In 1778 he 
was cm doty near German Flats with State troops or 
Letries, and in the same year served at the Schoharie Forts 
and at Fort Plain. In the fall of 1781 he marched with 
the tKK^B in pnrsoit of Major Rosa and Bntler. His 
widow received a pension. 

Catubt, Thomas: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Ceideb, Ay w*'"'*'M : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Conn^ Militia. 

Cbbon, Chbistophbb: a joiner. On November 15, 1779, he 
went bail for Julius Bnah. 

Cbsslbb, Thouas : His Dame appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Cotinty Militia. 

Chakmbl, John : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

Channel, Thomas: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Conuly Militi* 

Chabubs, HENiHticK : Baptized May 30, 1731. On March 1, 
1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Scbayler for 
service at Lake Qeorge and Ticonderoga. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Chbistiannbe, Ahabdkrah : Baptized Febmary 26, 1749. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Cotrntr 
Militia and the 2d Albany Coonty Militia, Land Bounty 
Bights. 

Chbibtiaknsh, Isaac : Bom in Schenectady, January 1, 1755, 
and lived here all his life. In the sommer of 1775, he 
enlisted tinder Captain John Mynderse, 2d Albany County 
Militia, and served as a "minute man" until the spring 
of 1777 when Mynderse's company was disbanded and its 
members joined to the regular militia under Colond Abra- 
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ham Wemple. In January, 1776, he took part in the 
expedition to Johnstown, and dnriug the aummer vaa 
employed at Ticonderoga and near-by places erecting 
storehOTues and aiding in the building of boats for the 
army. Daring the sammer and fall of 1777 he was sta- 
tioned at Fort Miller, Fort Ann and Fort Edward. He 
took part in the engagement at Snookkill and at Still- 
water on September 19. In 1778 he performed garrison 
dnty at the Upper Port, Schoharie, nnder Captain Fink, 
and in 1779 was on duty at German Flats guarding 
farmers while they were bringing in their crops. In the 
fall of 1780 he marched to Ballston in pnrgnit of the 
enemy. A pensioner onder the act of June 7, 1832. 

Gn^EB, Wiuxui: His name ^)peais on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militin 

Clabk, Hsnbt a. : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. 

Clask, Matteib : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

CiiABK, WiuJAU: On April 19, 1777, he was granted a 
taTem license by the Committee of Safety, bnt later fell 
nnder snspicion of having bartered liquor for clothes with 
the soldiers. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Cleuekt, Asest: Baptized April 8, 17^. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

CiiBUENT, Eldbbt: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Clkuent, JOHAimBS: Baptized September 24, 1732. On 
March 1, 1776, he signed an i^reement with PbUip Schuyler 
for service at Ijake Qeoige and Ticonderoga. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Cleuxnt, Pbtbr: Baptized February 22, 1761. His name 
appears on the roUs of the 2d Albany County Militia. 
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CuNOH, Baiph: Bom in 1760; died January 19, 1628. A 
oatiTe of Schenectady, where he lived until the commence- 
ment of the war. He joined the British forces as a cadet 
in the 42d B«giment and for his conduct in the action 
which terminated in the surrender of General Bni^yne 
was commissioned and transferred to the 8th or King's 
Regiment. Shortly after, he was given a lieutenancy in 
Butler's Rangers and in this corps he served until its 
redaction in 1783. 

Clbnoh, Bobbbt : Died daring the latter part of 1781. He 
kept an inn on the sonth comer of State and Water 
Streets, which was spoken of as "a good hoase of enter- 
tainment." This hoase, which was one of those ^ared 
in 1690, was destroyed in the fire of 1819. On Febmary 
12, 1776, he was reported to the Committee of Safety for 
making some nnbecoming expreasiona, which upon inves- 
tigation were found not serious enough to warrant pun- 
ishment. In May, 1777, he was recommended to the field 
officers as "a dangerous person." On May 22 he volun- 
tarily took oath that he would take up arms in defense 
of the country in case of any invasion. On July 23, 1778, 
he was cited to appear before the ConmiisaioneiB of Con- 
spiracies to render Batisfaction regarding his conduct 
conformable to the Act respecting persons of a neutral 
or equivocal character. On July 25 he requested time to 
consider taking the Oath of Allegiance and on August 1, 
the Oath was administered. 

Cluti, Babtholouew ; Born in Schenectady, December 
30, 1764. He lived here all his life. During the year 
1778 and on various other occasions he performed garri- 
son duty at Schenectady. In March or April, 1779, he 
^ilisted in a company of artificers under Captain John 
Clnte and served three months at Saratoga and other 
places in the vicinity. On titis occasion he found a large 
twelve-inch brass mortar which had been buried by the 
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British at the Sairender of Burg(^ne. For this he was 
allowed a corapensation by General Schayler. Daring the 
sommer of the same year he volunteered with a detach* 
ment of militia and Oneida TTntiaiw under Captain J. B. 
Vrooman. Th^ marched to Schoharie and assisted in 
captoring a par^ of ronaway Tnsearora Indians. In 
December, 1780, he enrolled under Captain John Myn- 
derse, 2d Albany Conn^ Militia, and served in his com- 
pany to &e end of the war. On many occasions he acted 
as a scont and Indian spy. He was a member of Captain 
John Croosehom's company of artillery. In the fall of 
1781 he joined the troops in pnnmit of Major Boss and 
Batler under the immediate command of Captain Thomas 
Brower Banker, marching as far as Canghnawaga, where 
he mounted guard for some time and then returned to 
Schenectady. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Clute, Damul Toll: Bom NoTcmber 29, 1754; died Jnly 
25, 1815. Buried in Vale Cemetery. He was enrolled 
under Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia, 
and in 1781 was a member of Captain John Cronsehom's 
company of artillery. His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Conn^ Militia, Land Bouni? Rights. 

Cluis, Fredbrioe: His name appears <ai the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Cljjtz, lauo: Bom March 15, 1756. Daring the fall of 
1777, he served near Fort Stanwix in a company of batteau- 
men under Captain Jacobus Peek. In 1778, as a private 
mader Captain John Mynderse, 2d Albany County Militia, 
he performed garrison duty at Stone Arabia and also 
served as a batteauman at various places along tlie Hud- 
son Biver under Captain Jacobus Peek. In 1779 he 
served at Saratoga in a company of artificers under the 
immediate command of lieutenant-Colonel Christopher 
Yates, and in 1780 he marched to Ballston when it was 
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attacked. His name appeuB on the roUs of the 2d Albai^ 
County Militia, Land Bounty Rigbta. 

Cmjtb, Jaoob : Bom Jannary 18, 1736. On April 1, 1777, 
he was elected OTerseer of h^hwaya at Schenectady. Ks 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia 
and in 1778 be was enrolled TindeT Captain Jesse Van 
Slyck. 

Cldtb, Jacob P.: Bom in Schenectady, March 4, 1759; 
died Janaary 16, 1848. In 1775 he was enrolled mtder 
Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany Connly Militia. He 
served tbe whole of tbe year 1776 on ^ard da^ at Sche- 
nectady. In the Bommer of 1777 he went on draft to Fort 
Edward, Triiere, and at other posts, he performed mx 
weeks' service. He was in Uie enga^^ment at Snookkill. 
In 1778 he performed nine months' service in Captain 
Christopher Miller's company of artificers employed in 
constmcting boats at Coeymana. During the spring and 
fall of 1780 he served with the troopa against Sir John 
Johnson, and in October, 1761, with the troops onder 
Colonel Willett against Major Boss and Bntler. He was 
in tbe battle of Johnstown and went with the detachment 
that poraued the enemy to the West Canada Creek. On 
the return to the main army after Butler was killed a 
squad of t^iirteen became detached and "would have been 
loet in the woods if Jaoob P. Clute had not been with 
them and being a perfect woodsman directed them through 
to the Mohawk River." 

Clutb, Jelus: His name appears on die rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coun^ Militia and in 1778, he was enrolled under 
Captain Jesse Van Slyck. His name also appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Rights. 

CLtTE, John : On August 12, 1777, he was serving as cap- 
tain of a company of fat^e men and laborers. On 
December 9, 1777, he was elected constable at Schenec- 
tady and in 1779 was captain of a company in the Quarter- 
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master's Department, having charge of the public blaek- 
smiths serving at Saratc^a. 

Clutb, John Baptist: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Connty Militia. In 1778 he was enrolled 
nnder Captain Jesse Van Siyek. He also served under 
Captain Thomas Brower Banker. In August, 17S2, he was 
on garrison duty at Hie Upper Fort, Schoharie, and in 
September of the same rear on scont dat^ at Sacandaga. 
A pensioner nnder the Act of Jnne 7, 1832. 

Clutb, John Cdbtiss : His name appears on the roUs of the 
2d Albany Connty Militia. 

Cldte, John F.: Bom in Febmary, 1748; died Joly 22, 
1805. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Connty Militia. 

Clutb, Peter: Bom April 28, 1765; died July 7, 1835. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia. 

COHBEs, John: Baptized September 8, 1751. He served 
as a private and as a sei^^eant under Captain John Myn- 
derse, 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

CONAN, Danibl: On March 4, 1776, he refused to go to 
Lake George as overseer of carpenters and batteanmen 
nnder Qeneral SchnyleT. 

CONHB, Adam: Bom September 25, 1748; died in Glen- 
viUe, September 22, 1824. In 1770 he lived on liie west 
comer of Chnrch and Front Streets. He was probably 
enrolled under Captain Jesse Van Slyck. In 1776 he 
served at Saratoga in a company of fatigne men nnder 
Captain Jacob Yrooman. During the sommer and fall 
of 1777 he was with Colonel Wemple's regiment on duty 
at SnooUill, Bemis Heights and other posts occupied by 
the American army. Late in the summer of 1778 he 
performed six weeks' garrison duty at the Lower Fort, 
Schoharie, and later six weeks' dn^ at Fort Plain. In 
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the faU of 1779 be performed three mouthfi' gamson duty 
at Sttme Arabia, and in October, 1781, he was on daty 
at Fort Honter and other posta after Warren's Bn£ih was 
destn^ed. 

CoiraxB, Lanoastkb; On Jnly 11, 1776, he was elected a 
member of the Committee of Safety and on April 1, 1777, 
was elected fire master at Schenectady. On Jone 15, 1779, 
he was again chosen a member of the Committee of Safety. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

CoNNEB, SmoH: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

CONOTBB, SiUDEL : Bom in Albany in 1759. He moved to 
Schenectady at the age of sixteen and went to lire with 
John Mynderse in order to learn the blacksmith's trade. 
In May, 1777, he enlisted for fonr months nnder Captain 
John Myndene, 2d Albany Coonty Militia, and marched 
to Fort Edward. He was in the engagement at Snook- 
kilL At Stillwater he was wounded in the ankle by tte 
accidental dischai^ of a mosket in the hands of one of 
his own company and tiiis rendered him lame for the 
remainder of his life. He was hcmorably discharged a 
abort time before the battle of Saratoga. In November, 
1777, he was drafted, assigned to Captain Price's company 
and detailed for guard da^ at Albany. He remained 
there until March, 1778. In Joly, 1780, he volonteered 
imder Colonel Yolkert Veeder and marched to Schoharie, 
serving also during this year one month at Stone Arabia. 
A pensioner onder the Act of June 7, 1832. 

CoNSAUL, David : Died previous to May 7, 1818. He served 
under Captains Jease Van Slyck and John Van Patten, 
2d Albany County Militia. In September, 1782, he went 
on scout duty to Mayfield and Sacandaga. 

CoNSAUL, Manttzl: TTi'b name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 
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CasL, Henbt: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Alban; GoTint7 Militia and the 2d Albany County Militia, 
Land Boant? Bights. 

CoRL, John: Bom in 1757; died April 24, 1842. Buried 
in Vale Cemetery. In the spring of 1775 he enlisted under 
Captain John Mynderse, 2d Albany County MiHtia. He 
took part in the expedition to Johiutown in January, 
1776, and in March enlisted in Captain John Clute's com- 
pany of f ati^e men and served in it for one year. In 
the sommer of 1777 he served onder Ct^tain John Myn< 
derse vith the Northern Army. He was at Bemis Heights. 
In the fall he enlisted and served in Captain James Peek's 
company of batteamnen ^nployed in transporting provi- 
nans and ammunition from Schenectady to Fort Stanvix. 
In 1778 he performed garrison dnt? at the Schoharie Forta 
under Captain Walter Yrooman. In the fall of 1779 he 
mounted guard at Fort Paris and served with the troops 
nnder General Van BeuBselaer at Fort Hunter. In 1780 
he was engaged at Watervliet for the Continental Con- 
gress under Captain Bowman in cutting wood to mate 
charcoal for the use of the blsclcHinithB and artisans of 
tiie army. In 1781 he was with the troops under Col<meI 
Marinus Willett in the pursuit of Major Boss and Walter 
Butier. A pensioner. 

CoKL, WiLUAif: Bom in 1760; died March 19, 1848. 
Buried in Vale Cemetery. In the spring of 1776 as a 
anhstitnte he marched to the Heldebergh under Captain 
John B. Vrooman, and in the fall of the same year he 
enrolled in the company of Captain Jesse Van Slych, 2d 
Albany County Militia. In January, 1777, he was serving 
in a company of fatigue men under Captain Jacobus Peek. 
From Jidy until the beginning of October (when he was 
taken sick and obliged to return home) he served with 
the Northern Army at Fort Edward, Stillwater, Fort 
Miller, Saratoga, Von Scbatck's Island and SnookkilL 
During the years 1778 and 1779 he performed various 
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Bcout and garrison dnties. On January 1, 1780, he again 
enlisted in the company of batteaomen under Captain 
Jacobus Peek. In the fall of 1780 he took part in the 
expedition to Ballston. 

CoBNn, Daniel : Baptized December 21, 1740. His lot was 
on flie north side of State Street, extending easterly from 
the present line of the canal. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany Comity Militia and be saw service 
onder Captain Thomas Brower Banker. 

COBNn, Wessel: Baptized March 18, 1764. On March 1, 
1780, be enlisted in Captain Thomas Brower Banker's 
company, 2d Albany Connty Militia, commencing service 
in the garrison at Schenectady, serving there nntil about 
July 18, -whea hia company was ordered to Beaverdam 
in pnrsnit of Tories. He served two weeks in each montii 
from April to Jnly in garrison at Schenectady. On 
Angnst 1 he marched to Schoharie with a part of Captain 
Banker's and a part of Captain Mynderse's companies 
and tiiere served one month guarding farmers while they 
harvested their crops. On September 1 be returned to 
Schenectady and served one week on garrison dnty. He 
performed like service three weeks in October and two 
weeks in November. During 1781 he served in "minute 
service" nnder Captains Banker and Jesse Van Slyck, 
mostly at Schenectady, althongb he was sometimes called 
for scont duty aloi^ the line of the Mobawk Biver. In 
September he marched on an alarm some thirty miles to 
the north of Schenectady in pnrsnit of the enemy who 
retreated without an engagement; during this campaign 
Gomn was absent about one month, most of the time 
being quartered at Ballston. In October and November 
be served two weeks of each month in garrison at Sche- 
nectady, and in 1782 performed various garrison and scout 
duties, marching in July with a detail of forty men under 
Ca^ptain Oerrit S. Teeder to Fort Plain and Fort Plank 
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to serve as guard while the crops were being harvested. 
A penaioDer. 

CoTBL, WiLLUH : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

CB1.WT0BD, Alexander: He was enrolled nnder Captain 
Thomas 'Waason, 2d Albany Connty Militia. On Feb- 
rnary 25, 17S0, he was promoted to the rank of ens^. 

Cbawtobd, John : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia, 

CHA.WFOBD, Joseph: He enlisted for nine months at Sche- 
nectady April 1, 1781, as a corporal nnder Captain Law- 
rence Gross, Col(mel Marinns Willett's New York Levies. 
He was later promoted to the rank of sergeant and served 
as soch until his discharge in December, 1781. His 
widow's claim for pension was rejected. 

Cbousehorn, John: He lived on the east comer of State 
and Jay Streets. He was a tanner by trade. Li 1781 
he was appointed captain of a volunteer company of artil- 
lery enlisted in Schenectady and consisting of fifteen men. 
To this company was particularly intrusted the cannon of 
Colonel Wemple's r^^ent. 

CofinNOS, John; Buried August 25, 1801. On June 19, 
1775, he enlisted under Captain Comdius Van Dyck for 
the defense of Fort Ticonden^^ His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia enrolled under 
Captain Thomas Brower Banker. 

CunsB, CcttNEUUS: A merchant. On May 26, 1775, he 
was appointed a member of the first Committee of Safety 
to fill the vacancy cansed by the resignation of John 
Sanders. On August 11 he was appointed to receive the 
"donation wheat for the poor of Boston," and on Novem- 
ber 17 to draw op articles to be signed by the various 
officers before receiving their commissions. On December 
29 he was one of the town's magistrates. On October 9, 
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1776, h« vas appointed hy the Committee of Safety of 
the State of New York one of a committee in Albany 
County "to pnrchase all the coarse woolen cloth, linsey- 
woolsey, blankets, woolen hose, mittens, coarse linen, felt 
hats and Aoes fitting for soldiers and to have the linen 
made np into shirts." 
Ctttleb, John: Enrolled onder Captain Thomas Brower 
Banker, 2d Albany Coonty Militia. On December 29, 
1775, he was (me of the town's mi^iistrates. On Febroaiy 
10, 1776, he was elected a memb«H> of the Committee of 
Safety, and served as a member on several sobseqaent 
Committees. On April 1, 1777, he was elect«d assessor, 
and on Jane 7 iqipointed one of a conunittee to consult 
with the inhabitants of Tryon Connty regarding the elec- 
tion of governor. On Jnne 15, 1779, he was chosai a mem- 
ber of the Conunittee of Safety and on Joly 9 appointed 
chairman of the Board to socceed Abraham Oothont 
resigned. 

Davis, Abraham : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia 

Davis, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

De Oabuo, Matthkw : Bom in Albany. During the Revo- 
lution he lived in Schenectady. He was enrolled part 
of the time tmder Captain Jellia J. Fonda and part under 
Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia. 
Early in the spring of 1777 he enlisted in a company 
of bstteaumen under Captain Tennis Fisher and served 
until the fall (when the company was discharged), trans- 
porting stores from Albany to Lake Qeorge and other 
places. In January, 1778, he enlisted in the Quarter- 
master's Department at Saratoga under the immediate 
charge of Colonel Christopher Yates, and in the fall of 
the same year served on an expedition up the Mohawk 
Biver. In the fall of 1779 under Captain Ahssueras Mar- 
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Bella he went to Fort Hnnter and other places along the 
Valley. In Augiuit, 1762, he was on garrison doty at the 
Upper Fort, Schoharie. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany Connty Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 
A pensioner. 

Deqolteb, Jambs : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coanty Militia. 

Dbooltsb, Joseph : Bom at Einderiiook in the year 1762. 
He moved to Glenville in the year 1769. In 1778 he 
entered the service in Obtain John Tan Patten's com- 
pany, 2d Albany Conn^ Militia, as a aabstitote lor Har- 
manns Yeeder, and performed garrison daty at the 
Upper Fort, Schoharie. In 1779 he served at Fort Plant, 
and in October, 1780, with the troops nnder General Van 
Bensselaer took part in the battle of Klock'a Field. From 
the middle of July to the end of November, 1781, he was 
on garrison dniy at the Middle Fort, Schoharie. A pen- 
sicmer. 

Db Graiv, Abkahau: Bom April 20, 1754; died June 1, 
1810. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia 

Db QaATF, Andreas: His name appean on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Goonty Militia. 

Db GoAvr, Cobnelids: Bom November 23, 1738; died Jnly 
11, 1830. He lived on the sonth side of State Street His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Mili- 
tia mider Captain Thomas Brower Banker and on the 
rolls of the 2d Albai^ Coan^ Militia, Land Bounty 
Bi^tB. 

Db G&aff, Danibl: Bom May 26, 1708; died March 12, 
1790. On April 24, 1777, he was detailed as a wagoner 
for service from Albany to Lake Geotge. 

Db Graft, Isaac: Bom in Schenectady, November 16, 
1757; died December 21, 1844. In October, 1776, he 
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entered the service as a deputy eomnufiBary of iBsues, 
beins appointed hy Elisha Aver?. He was stationed at 
Jolmstoim and served until Ao^ast, 1777, when Avery 
resigned. He continued to hold office under variona ap- 
pointmentB nntil Jnly 1, 1780, when in eonaeqnence of a 
change in the commiasary department his term of service 
closed. A pensioner under the Act of Jnne 7, 1832. 

Dz Q&iiWr, Jesse: Bom Janoaiy 13, 1745; died Angnst 30, 
1812. In 177? he was enrolled onder Captain Jesse Van 
Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia. On July 2, 1779, he 
was appointed one of a committee of four to sell salt to 
the people of the district Ahont 1780 he served as a 
captain of the gnard at Schenectady. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land Bounty 
Bights. 

De Qbaff, John: Bom in Olenyille. In 1775 he enrolled 
under Captain John Van Fatten, 2d Albany County Mili- 
tia. In January, 1776, he went with the forces under 
General Schuyler to Johnstown, and in October of the 
same year was on duty at Fort Ann for one month. In 
the spring of 1777 he was drafted in a company mustered 
at Schenectady under Captain Jellis J. Fonda and per- 
formed three months' service at West Point. In Sep- 
tember, 1777, he marched to Bemis Heights, retoming 
home after Bnrgoyne's surrender. In May, 1779, he 
marched with a detachment to Sacandaga to erect a bloek- 
house, and later performed garrison duty at ^e Scho- 
harie Forts. From May to December, 1780, he was con- 
stantly on duty. His company was stationed in Qlenville 
and at a place called Tinker's Hill erected a picket fort. 
His company was employed at this time in pursuing 
Indians and Tories and to prevent incursions of the 
enemy. In October of this same year De Graff marched 
oa an alarm to Palatine, being out two weeks. A pen- 
sioner. 
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Db Okaff, John N. : His name appears on the rolls of the 

2d Albany Coanl7 Militia. 
Db Gb&ff, Nicholas : His name appears on the rolls of the 

2d Albany Connt? Militia, Ijand Bonnty Bights. 
Db Okaft, SmON : Bom April 6, 1753. On March 1, 1776, 

he signed an agreement with Philip Schnyler for serriee 

at Lake George and Tieonderoga. His name appears on 

the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

De Graff, WnjjiAM : Bnried September 22, 1803. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Db La Granob, Mtndebt: On Ai^nist 12, 1777, he was 
taken into custody as a "disaffected person." 

Deu^auont, Abraham: Baptized July 19, 1729; died 
December 23, 1792. He lived at the Norman's Kill. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonly Militia. 

Dellauont, Hendrioe : Bom October 24, 1745 ; died Angnst 
20, 1820. Buried in Vale Cemetery. In 1781 he owned 
the lot on Union Street where the old Court House now 
stands. He served as a private and as a sergeant in the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Damn, John : On June 20, 1775, having just returned from 
Canada he was cross-questioned by tiie Committee of 
Safety regarding conditions there. On February 8, 1776, 
he appeared before the Committee to give information 
against one John Freel of Johnstown. On February 29 
he accepted a recruiting warrant &om General Scht^ler 
with the rank of ensign. On November 21, 1776, he was 
promoted to the rank of second lieutenant, 1st New York 
Line, and in this capacity he served until October 7, 1778, 
when he resigned from the service. 

Db Spitzbb, Aabon: Boned in Yale Cemetery. In June, 
1780, as a corporal under Captain Jesse Van Siyck, 2d 
Albany County Militia, he went in command of a detail to 
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Beaverdsm and HarpetBfield. He served also in the Levies 
under Colonel Morris Graham. 

Db Sptfzbb, OKRBrr; Bom Jane 28, 1758; died June 2, 
1801. Buried in ¥ale Cemeteiy. On September 24, 1776, 
he enlisted in Captaia John A. Bradt's company of State 
RangetB. In 1778 he waa serving as a sergeant under 
Captaia Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia. In 
May he commanded a detail to Saeandaga and in Apnl, 
1779, a detail to Ballston and G-lens Falls. In November 
he commanded at the Upper Fort, Schoharie, and went in 
charge of a detail for scout dnt? to the Norman's Kill 
and Beaverdam. In April, 1780, he -went on scout duty 
to Glens Falls and Lake George, and in Jnne, 1781, waa 
in command of a detail sent to Saeandaga to watch the 
movements of the Saeandaga Indiana. In September he 
want to Beaverdam and Harpersfleld on acont daty, and in 
July, 1782, commanded a parly sent by the Schenectady 
Committee to Harpeisfield to reconnoiter and spy on the 
enemy. In September he waa in command of a scout at 
Saeandaga and Mayfield. 

DiLLRNO, Hkndbio: HIb name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

DoBN, Abraham: Hia name appears on the rolls of Ae 
2d Albany County Militia. 

DoBN, JOHK: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia and the 2d Albany County Militia, 
Land Bounty Bighta. The name of John Dom appears 
also <m the rolls of the 3d Company, 1st New York Line. 
He enlisted on March 11, 1777, and was mustered to the 
end of the war. 

DOTT, Bev. John : In 1773 he became rector of St. George's 
Chorch. He considered himself bonnd by the Oath of 
Allegiance to adhere to the British Government In May, 
1777, he was recommended to the field officers aa "a dan- 
gerous person." He was brought before the Committee 
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of Saf«t7 and accused of plotting Against the State. He 
denied the charge of plotting bat declared that be wai 
loyeX to England. He was conunitted to the Albany jail 
hot was soon diacbarged. He waa, aabseqnent to his 
retOTU to Schenectady, taken from his bed b; two armed 
men and with some others harried to Albany where an 
oath (of neatrality, as he believed) was proposed to him. 
This oath he refnaed to take and notwithatandii^ hia 
refusal he was permitted to return to Schenectady where 
he remained until the defeat of General Bni^yne, when 
he procared permission to retire to Canada. General 
Gates offered him a living of £200 per annam if he woold 
remain, bat this he refnsed. He waa later appointed chap- 
lain of Sir John Johnson's 1st Battalion. He retired on 
half pay and died in England. His property in Sche- 
nectady, which was confiscated, was three handred and 
fif^-three acres of land, valned at £239 ; a chamber organ, 
which he placed in the Chnrch for secnrity, and a "toler- 
able" library. 

Douw, Abraham : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Gonnty MiHtJR , 

DnNoiiT, John : Bom in 1722 ; died May 5, 1791. He came 
to Schenecta^ in 1755, and was a merchant of consid- 
erable means, having his warehouse on the northwest 
comer of Washington Avenne and Union Street Soon 
after his establishment he took into partnership James 
Phyn, a London merchant. The firm of Dnncan & Phyn 
became widely known, and both men very wealthy. The 
bnaineBs waa later carried on by the EUices, on the retire- 
ment of Mr. Dnncan. Mr. Dnncan had a city residence 
on the sontheast comer of TTnion and Ferry Streets, and 
a coontry seat comprising some eight hundred acres 
known as the Hermitage situated in Niskayona, of which 
the present estate of ^ix. Welton Stanford comprises a 
part He lived in Schenectady after the war and died 
here. On March 11, 1776, General Washington informed 
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the Committee of Safety that he had been informed that 
Duncan had three hondred stand of arms. On May 21 
the Board was informed that a number of enemies to the 
cause of liberty were gathered at his honse. The Board, 
however, did not feel jostifled in taking any action, ai 
the Hermitage was ontaide the Schenectady district. On 
December 19 be was ordered confined to the limits of his 
farm tmtil farther notice and reqidred to give a bond of 
£500 for his good behsvior and the carrying ont of the 
order. On March 28, 1777, he was paroled by the Com- 
mittee of Safety. In May he was recommended to the 
field oEScers as "a dangeroos person," and on May 3 
arrested in order to be taken to Albai^, bat was released 
after giving his oath that he wonld take up arms in 
defense of the country in case of any invamon. On 
October 16 the inhabitants petitioned General Gates for 
his removal as conunissaiy for the purchase of sapplies 
for the hospital, and on November 7 he resigned. On 
Jaly 23, 1778, he was cited to appear before the Cran- 
miasioners of Conspiracies to render satisfaction regard- 
ing his conduct conformable to the Act respecting per- 
sons of a neutral or equivocal character. He was unable 
to attend becaose of iUness, but on August 1 appeared 
and requested time to consider taking the Oath of Alle- 
giance. On Aogost 8 he again appeared and stated that 
while he "conceived himself not to be comprehended 
within the meaning of the Act nevertheless to show his 
farther zeal and attachment to the State and the cause 
of America, he was willing and ready to take the OaUi 
Tolnntarily. " This he accordingly did. On August 16, 
1760, he was reported as having received letters from the 
enemy. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia and the 2d Albany County MUitia, Land 
Bounty Rights. 

Duncan, Richabd : Died in February, 1819. He waa living 
with his father in Schenectady when the war broke ont 



Digitized byGoOgle 



IKDITIDUAL RECORDS OF SERVICE 161 

In June, 1776, ooder an assumed name he accompanied 
to Johnstown General McLean, an officer of the British 
service who had come to the hoose in disguise, endeavor- 
ing to make his way to Canada. lu May, 1777, he was 
recommended to the field ofQcers as a "dangerous per- 
son." He was appointed a captain in the Brittsh army 
and joined the troops at Saratoga, bringing with him not 
a few volmit«ers. He remained with the troops until a 
little while before the Convention, when with General 
Bui^yne's permission he left to join his corps at Ticon- 
deroga accompanied by a number of other soldiers. The 
band was pursued and fired npon by the American troops 
but no one was taken prisoner. He was in immediate 
command of a company of regular troops under Sir John 
Johnson in his attack upon the Mohawk Biver settlements 
in 1780, and is said to have commanded "with great gal- 
lantry and success on the retreats, when attacked by a 
spirited r^ment of the army of General Robert Van Rens- 
selaer." He remained in the army until the reduction of 
his re^ment in 1783. C^)tain Duncan "was never taxed 
with cruelty or severity by the settlers" and after his 
father's death in 1791, he resided for many years at the 
Hermitage, ' ' an accomplished Christian gentleman, of 
extremely urbane manners and very much respected." 

DuNLAP, Jaicbs: He served as a private in Captain Jacob 
Reed's company, 2d or New York Regiment of artillery. 
He lost his eyesight, was transferred to the Corps of 
Invalids and discharged April 10, 1783. 

Eablbt, Edwabd: On August 20, 1776, he was serving as a 
member of Captain John A. Bradt's company of State 
Rangers. On April 19, 1777, he was granted a taveni 
license by the Committee of Safety. He was probably an 
enlisted soldier, for on September 11 he was detailed as a 
guard to accompany a prisoner to Albany. 
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Elucb, AT.imrjM Mra- A. merchADt from London in tmsinen 
in Schenectady as early aa 1768. Known to liave been 
an open enemy to the American cause. In M^, 1775, 
he was said to have "harangued the people in the street 
and endeavored to discourage them from forming a com- 
mittee of safety. ' * In the fall he moved to England. 

Elucb, Jaubs: a merchant from London in boainefls in 
Schenectady as early as 1768. He remained here during 
and after the war. On April IS, 1776, he was given a 
certificate by the Committee of Safety to the effect that he 
had signed the General Association and that to their 
knowledge he had done nothing against the American 
cause. On May 25 he was given a pass to go to Qerman 
Flate on bnmness. In May, 1777, he was recommended to 
the field officers as a "dangerous person," and on the 
twenty-second voluntarily took oath that he would take up 
arms in defense of the country in case of any invasion. On 
May 1, 1778, he was brought before the Commissioners of 
Conspiracies for "speaking words that in the opinion of 
the Board might have a dangerous tendency and prove 
detrimental to the liberties of America." On July 14 
he was summoned "to render satisfaction regarding his 
conduct as a neutral and equivocal character." On July 
16 he refused to take the Oath of Allegiance and was 
requested "to hold himself in readiness to go off in eight 
days." On July 20 the matter was reported to the Sec- 
retary of State, and on August 1 he declared his readi- 
ness to take the Oath. He was not permitted to do so, 
however, as the law did not allow the Oath to be adminis- 
tered to one who had once refused to take it. He was 
ordered to be ready on August 14 for transportation to 
the enemy's lines, and on that day was taken into close 
confinement in accordance with orders from Governor 
Clinton. On May 19, 1779, the Oath of Allegiance was 
administered to him as authorized by the amended Act 
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Elliob, Bobebt: a merchant from London in boadneas in 
Schenectady as early as 1768. On April 18, 1776, Gen- 
eral Schuyler was informed by the Committee of Ssfe^ 
that he had not aigned the General AssociatioD and that 
he was looked npon as an enemy to the American cause 
of liber^. On April 22 he waa refused a certificate for 
the purpose of obtaining a passport as being an enemy. 
On April 24 he signed an affidavit to the effect that he 
had not signed the Qeueral Association and openly de- 
clared himself as a friend of the American cause for the 
reason that be had a great deal of proper^ up country 
and that he felt sach action would be detrimental to the 
settling of his affairs. Upon this declaration he waa g^ven 
the oertiflcate of character requested. ( 

Ehpie, John : Bom October 3, 1731. His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Faiblt, CAiiEB: Baptized December 7, 1735. His mune 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia and 
the 2d Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

Faiblt, John: Baptized May 28, 1732. In 1778 he waa 
a member of Captain Jesse Van Slyck's company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Pbwbodsen, Chbktoffel: Died in 1799. On March 1, 
1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schuyler for 
service at Lake George and Ticonderc^a. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land 
Bounty Bif^ta. 

Fn^THousBN, JoBN: Bom in Schenectady, January 12, 
1764. In 1779, when fifteen years old, he substituted for 
his father Christoflel and others. In the spring of 1780 
he enlisted under Captain James McCke, Colonel Morria 
Graham's Levies, and served four months, during which 
time he marched to West Point, Dobbs Ferry and other 
poels. At Dobbs Ferry he took part in an encounter with 
a British brig. After this period of service he enrolled 
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under Captain J. B. YroDnuui, 2d Albany County Militia, 
and served to the end of the war. He went to Beaver- 
dam twice, to Fort Hunter, Fort Paris and Johnstown, 
performing garrison duty at the latter platses for a period 
of about one month each. When not out on e^>edition8 
he mounted guard at Schenectac^^. A pensioner tinder 
the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Fetheblt, John: On August 12, 1777, he was arrested 
and sent to Albany as implicated in a Tory plot. 

Flanbbubqh, WiLUAif F. : Bom in Schenectady and resided 
here at the beginning of the war. At the time of his enlist- 
ment in the regular troops he was only twelve or thirteen 
years of age. He was in ^e battle of White Plains and 
Monmouth. In the ^ring of 1780 he enrolled under Cap- 
tain Walter Yrooman in the New York Levies, and in 
the fall of the same year was detailed with a company of 
about sixty men to destroy boats of the enemy tying on 
Onondaga Lake. While returning they were all taken 
prisoners and Flansbnrgh after many vicissitudes was 
taken to London. He was later brought back to Canada, 
whence he made his escape and reached Schenectady soon 
after the war was over. A pensioner. 

Flbtcheb, : On May 22, 1775, it was reported 

to the Committee of Safety "by good authority that one 
Mr. Fletcher a schoolmaster in the Town had said that 
Col. Gay Johnson would come down the River with 500 
Indians and cut us all off, and further that it would be 
right, and if he had it in his power he would do the same 
for we were all rebels." Fleteher failed to appear when 
summoned before the Board. 

FoLOBR, Benjaiok: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

FraxiEB, Thohas: Bom in England, April 26, 1750. In 
1774 he came to Currybush, now Princetown, and in the 
spring of 1775 volunteered and was assigned to the com- 
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pan; of Captain Thomaa Wasson, 2d Albany Comity 
Militia. In the fall of 1776 he served at Fort Edward. 
In 1777 he was at Port George when destroyed by the 
American troops, and took part in Schoyler's retreat. 
He w&a dischai^d the day after General Gates arriTsd 
at Bemis Heights, hia serviee having expired. He re* 
tnmed home and had been there hot two daya when he 
was again ordered out. He performed garrison dnty on 
Tarions occasions and several times went in pnranit of 
Joseph Bettis. In the fall of 1780 he was at the Middle 
Fort, Schoharie, when Timothy Marphy fired on the flag 
of trace as it approached the fort with a demand for sur- 
render, and in the fall of 1781 he marched with the troops 
in porsnit of Major Ross and Bntler, on which occasion, 
accompanying the party of Oneidas who followed Walter 
Bntler, he was present at his death. A pensioner. 

Fonda, Abrahau: Bom Joly 17, 1715; died February 13, 
1805. He lived in the boose No. 27 Front Street boilt 
by himself in 1752. On May 7, 1776, he was elected a 
member of the third Committee of Safety, and on January 
15, 1777, was appointed chairman. He served also on the 
Committees taking office Jnne 2, 1777, and Janoary 5, 
1778. On August 6, 1778, he was serving as a justice of 
the peace. 

Fonda, Jacwb O.: Bom in the Schenectady Township, 
August, 1761; died in West Glenville, December 8, 1859. 
He was living in Albany in the spring of 1778, when he 
enlisted nnder Captain Gerrit Groesbeck, Ist Albany 
Connty Militia. He performed various garrison and seoat 
dudes and was in the battle of Klock's Field with the 
troops under General Van Renaselaer. His claim for pen- 
sion was rejected. 

Fonda, Jellis A.: Bom October 25, 1759; died at Chit- 
tenango. Almost 27, 1834. Buried in Vale Cemetery. In 
1777 he was serving as an ensign in Captain Jesse Van 
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Slyck's company, 2d Albany Connty Militia. He per- 
formed service at Fort Ann, Fort Qeorge and Fort 
Edward, and was in the battle of Bemia Heights. In 
1776 he was enrolled in Captain John Myndene's com- 
pany and attached to General Frederick Viascher'a bri- 
gade. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. Dur- 
ing the year 1780 he served as a lieutenant and adjutant 
in Colonel Morris Graham's Leries at West Point and 
Harper's Ferry. At West Poiut he acted as brigade major 
for a few weeks in Gie absence of Major TiBPsing. He 
"was one of the 1200 men whom General Arnold (pre- 
Tions to his treachery) sent away to Fort Edward to 
weaken the garrison at Weet Point." During the years 
1781 and 1782 he was attached to the Levies onder Colonel 
'Willet with the same rank as before. He saw service at 
Fort Plain, German Flats, Fort Stanwiz and at the battles 
of Torlock and Johnstown. On November 1, 1782, he was 
promoted to the rank of captain. In Febniary, 1783, he 
went with the e^edition to Fort Oswego under Colonel 
Marinus Willett A pensioner. 

Fonda, JeUjIS J.; Bom January 13, 1751; died in 1839. 
Buried in the family cemetery in GleuTiUe. On May 27, 

1775, he was appointed captain of a company of minute 
men, which came to be known as "The Greens" becaose 
of tiie color of their uniforms. On July 10, 1775, he 
refused an offer of a recruiting warrant from the Provin- 
cial Congress. On October 20, 1775, a commission as 
captain was issued in his name by the Provincial Con- 
gress. He waa reappointed June 20, 1778, the commis' 
sion being signed by Governor Clinton. In January, 

1776, and again in June he went to Johnstown. In the 
fall of the same year, he marched with his company to 
Stillwater where they were in camp for some time. From 
Stillwater they marched to Fort Ann, thence down Wood 
Creek to Skeneeborongh as guards for boats. He served 
with particular distinction in the campaign against Bur- 
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goyne and at the battle of Bemia Heights. He served in 
many expeditions and on Tarions garrison duties daring 
the sncceeding years of the war, being especially zeatons 
in the discharge of his otSces. While on goard daty at 
Schenectady he was spoken of as "attending roll call and 
giving orders every morning at daybreak, sometimes 2 
hoors before day. ' ' He was actively engaged in the battle 
of Johnstown (October, 1781) and in the porsoit of the 
enemy, and on this occasion he "so highly distingoished 
himself that Colonel WiUett addressed him a letter of 
thanks for his services and praisii^ him for bis intrep- 
idity. ' ' A pensioner nnder the Act of Jane 7, 1832. 

FoRSETE, GioBQE: A clcrk in the employment of James 
EUioe. On April 13, 1776, General Schuyler wss informed 
I^ the Committee of Safety that he had not signed the 
General Association and t^t they looked apon him as an 
enemy to the American cause of liberty. In May, 1777, 
he was recommended to the field oflBcers as "a dangerous 
person." On May 22 he voluntarily took oath that he 
would take up arms in defease of the country in case of 
any invasion. 

FoBT, John : Bom June 14, 1725 ; died in 1821. He served 
as a sergeant under Captain Thomas Brower Banker, 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

PoBT, John D.: Baptized April 1, 1750. He served as a 
private and as a sergeant nnder Captain Thomas Brower 
Banker, 2d Albany Comity Militia. 

Frank, David: He served as a private under Captun Jacob 
Schermerhom and as a private and sei^eant under Cap- 
tain Thomas Brower Banker, 2d Albany County MUitia. 

FnmitAN, RiOHABO: In 1776 he enlisted in a company of 
Tryon Count? Rangers and served nine months. In May, 
1777, he enlisted under C^tain Giles Wolcott, Colonel 
Seth Warner's regiment, and served until July 15, 1779, 
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when he was taken prisoner hy the enemy "on the 14 
Mile Island" in Lake Qeoi^ after an engagement "in 
which the greater part of the troops were killed and 
scalped." He made his escape in October, 1780, and on 
his return found his regiment disbanded. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia, 
Luid Bonnty Bigbta. He lived in Schenectady ontil 1819. 
A pensioner under the Act of March 18, 1818. 

Fbench, Di.vn> : In 1781, he was a member of Captain John 
Cronsehom's company of artiUety. His name spears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Frets, Hendbice: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia, Land Bonnty Bights. 

FuBMAN, JOBN: His name f^pears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty. Militia. 

Gabdinieb, Jaxbs: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia, Land Boonly Rights. 

Gabdnzb, WnjLuii; His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Glen, Henbt; Baptized Joly 13, 1739; died Janoary 6, 
1814. He was for some years a trader in company with 
his brother, John, and Jacobus Teller. On May 6, 1775, 
he was chosen a member of the first Committee of Safe^. 
He served as a representative from Albany Coonty in the 
first, second and third Provincial Congresses. On July 
23, 1775, he was appointed one of a committee to go to 
Johnstown to inqoire into the caosee of the distnrbances 
in that section. On February 10, 1776, he was appointed 
captain of one of the newly oi^anized militia companies 
but did not serve actively as snch. During the war he 
acted as deputy quartermaster, having charge of all sup- 
plies at Schenectady. During the spring of 1781, he 
pledged his personal credit to boild sixteen batteaux for 
the s«^ce. He was appointed one of the three commis- 
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Bionen of Indian affairs in accordance with the Act of 
Marcti 25, 1783. 

Glen, Isaac: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. In the fall of 1777 he was at 
Stillwater, bat returned home before the battle of Bemis 
Heights. On July 28, 1778, he was chosen first lientenant 
in a company of Exempts formed in Schenectady under 
Captain Jacob Schermerhom. 

Olbn, Jacob: On April 21, 1779, it was reported to the 
ComnuBsioners of Conspiracies that he had drank "success 
to the British Army and wished they might conquer 
America with many other Expression's inimical to the 
American Cause." 

Qlxk, John: Baptized July 2, 1735; died September 23, 
1828. He was a trader iu company with his brother, 
Henry, and Jacobus Teller. He built and occupied the 
house on Washington Avenue now numbered 58. He was 
a highly esteemed personal friend of General Washington. 
In 1775 he boue^ht the tract of land on the Hudson which 
afterwards became known as Glens Falls. On July 25, 
1778, he was cited to appear before the CommissionerB 
of Conspiracies to g^ve satisfaction touching his conduct 
during the war agreeable to the act respecting persons of 
neutral and equivocal character, and on Augast 1 took 
the Oath prescribed by the Act. His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Glen, John Sandebs: Baptized January 25, 1733. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Comity Militia. 

GoFF, Isaac : On June 19, 1775, he enlisted onder Captain 
Cornelius Van Dyck for the defense of Ticonderoga. He 
aerred in the Canadian campaign under Captain Barent 
Ten Eyck, 2d New York Line, and was at the taking of St. 
John's, Chamblee, Montreal and at the siege of Quebec. 
He returned with the regiment to Saratc^s and was dis- 
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chafed under Captain Andrew Finck aboat December 20, 
1776. 

QoBDOs, Chablks: He was Uving in Scheneetadj in 1779. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty 
Militia. 

QoBDON, Joseph : In 1783 bis home was on Cbtuoh Street 
next north of the Datch Ghorch lot. His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, enrolled onder 
Captain John Mynderse. On March 1, 1776, he signed an 
agreement with Philip Schnyler for service at Lake Oeorge 
and Ticonderoga. 

GoBDON, BoBEBT: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

QoBDQN, WiLLUH : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Comity Militia, enrolled nnder Captain John 
Mynderse. On March 1, 1776, he signed an agreement 
with Philip Schnyler for serrice at Lake Qeoi^ and 
Ticonderoga. 

Obatsnbsbg, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. In 1778 he w&s enrolled nnder 
Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Gbboq, Andrew: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

QHBoa, Jaubb: His name appears on the rolls of Uie 2d 
Albany Counly Militia. 

Gregg, John : On Augost 6, 1777, the Committee of Safety 
was informed that he had dmnk the health of King George 
the Third at Bradt's Tavern. On being summoned beforo 
the Board he "made the most hnmble concessions" and 
"oat of compassion to his family he was discharged." 

Gboot, Abraham C. : Died in 1818. His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia. 
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Gboot, Alios : Hia name sppeais on the rolls of the 2d 
Albanjr County Militia. 

Gboot, Akdbbw: EUb name appean cm the rolls of the 2d 
Albaay Coonty Militin 

Gboot, CoBmuns : Kis name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

CteOOT, EuAS: On October 10, 1776, be enlisted in Captain 
John A. Bradt's company of State Bangers. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 12th Albany County Militia, 
Land Bounty Bights. 

Qboot, Fhiup: His name appears oa the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. 

Gboot, SmoN: Bom in 1749. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany Cotmty Militia, enrolled under 
Captain Jellis J. Fonda. In September, 1777, he was at 
Stillwater but not in the battle, being out on scout duty. 

Gboot, Soiom A.: B^tized October 31, 1756; died March 
4, 1838. In the spring of 1775 he was enrolled as a privato 
in the company of Captain Thoniaa Brower Banker, 2d 
Albany Connt? Militia. This same year he served six 
monkhs as an artificer at Lake George under Jacob Yroo- 
man. In January, 1776, he took part in the expedition 
to Johnstown. He was at Ticonden^ra when the fort was 
evacuated and at Bemis Heights under General Arnold. 
He took part in Sullivan's expedition and was at the West 
Canada Creek when Walter Butler was killed, on which 
occasion he took a prisoner. He performed various garri- 
son dnties and went on various details for the apprehension 
of Tories. He was for a long time captain of the city guard 
at Schenectady. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 
1832. 

Gboot, Simon C. : Baptized November 17, 1745; died in 
West Qlenville, February 10, 1832. His name appears on 
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the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia, as serving under 
Captain Thomas Brower Banker. 

GtiTHBiE, Abraham : He served as a private in the Ist New 
York Line. 

Hackney, Oeobqe: In 1778 he served at the Middle Fort, 
Schoharie, nnder Captain W. 6. Vroomau, and in the 
Bnnuner of 1779 at Sacandaga erecting fortifications nnder 
Captain Thomas Brower Banker. In the fall of the same 
year he was on duty at Fort Paris. In October, 1781, he 
was wounded in the head by a tomahawk at Johnstown 
and confined for some time in the hospital. His widow 
received a pension. 

Haosdorn, Habhanus: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Hall, John: On October 11, 1776, he enUsted in Captain 
John A. Bradt's company of State Rangers. He was 
discharged on Janaary 21, 1777, having retnmed his 
bounty. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Conn^ Militia. 

Hat.1,, John W. : On March 1, 1776, he signed an agreement 
with Philip Schuyler for service at Lake George and 
Ticonderoga. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Hall, Nicholas: Baptized July 27, 1748; died April 17, 
1828. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia as serving under Captain J»se Van Slyck. 

Hah,, Willum: A weaver. On October 18, 1776, he en- 
listed in Captain John A. Bradt's company of State 
Bangers. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia. 

Hanna, Algzakdbb: He served as a corporal under Cap- 
tain Thomas Wasson, 2d Albany County Militia. 
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Habb, Peter: His u&me appears od the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coim^ Militia. 

Hasnbl (Habneb), Samuel: His name appears on the roUs 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Habset, WiLLiAJf: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Hedqet, Abbahah: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Helueb, Hentost: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Hendbice, Peteb: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Hbnbt, John: Bom in Schenectady, February 24, 1764. In 
Febmary, 1780, he enlisted under Captain John Mynderse, 
2d Albany County Militia. FreTions to this enrollment he 
performed (fuard duty at Schenectady. He served on 
several expeditions notably to Ballston in the fall of 1780, 
and to Warren's Bush after it was burned. His claim for 
pension was rejected. 

HsTHEBiNaTON, JOSEPH : Hifi name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

Hn.TON, Benjamin : On May 29, 1775, he was appointed a 
lieutenant in a company for the defense of Ticonderoga, 
but on June 23 gave in his resignation and refused to 
serve. On January 14, 1776, a letter signed by Hilton 
addressed to Sheriff White and containing "some expres- 
sions very unfriendly to the American cause" was deliv- 
ered to the Committee of Safety. On January 15, when 
bronght before the Board, Hilton declared tiiat he was 
the author of the letter, and that he knew he was doing 
wrong but never thought it would be diBcovered. In com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Committee he promised 
to cause the letter and his declaration to be published three 
weeks successively in "Hugh Gaines newspapers." 
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HooGTELiNa, Jacobus: On July 12, 1T77, he was arrerted 
by order of the Committee of Safety and sent to the Albany- 
jail for endeavoring to peranade two men to desert to the 
British. There was a Jacobns Hoogteliug who, jadging 
from the minutes of the ConunisBioners of Conspiraciea, 
bore a somewhat nnaavory reputation and caTised this 
Board considerable annoyaiice. 

HoOPLK, Qbobob OB Jebbt: His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. In 1781 he was a mem- 
ber of Captain John Crousehom's company of artillery, 
and in Jnly, 1782, was on scont duly at Hari>erBfield. 

HoiispOBD, John: Baptized November 4, 1758. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

HOBSFOBD, Reuben: From Farmingtou, Connecticut. A 
hatter. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

House, John Oeobgb : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

House, Peter: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

HuoHAN, John : On July 10, 1775, he made application to 
the Committee of Safety to raise a company, stating tiiat 
he already had twenty men engaged. Fermiaaion was 
refused because many of the men enlisted had not signed 
the Association. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coun^ Militia. 

Htdenbuboh, Stbkant: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Jacquish, John: On October 31, 1776, he enlisted in Cap- 
tain John A. Bradt's company of State Bangers. 

Jambs, Williaic On April 19, 1777, he was granted a tav- 
ern license by the Conmiittee of Safety. His name appeara 
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on tbe rolls of the 2d New York line and the 2d AlbanT- 
Connty Militis, Land Boonty Bights. 

Kbes, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Eenvedt, AijBZAin>BB: Wia name ^pears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

Kknnsdt, John : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty Militia and the 2d Albany Comity MUitia, 
tiand Bounty Bights. 

Kennedy, SiJCDEL: Bom at Corrybnsh (Princetown) in 
1760. In May, 1776, he enlisted in Captain John Winn's 
company of Tryon Comity Bangeis. He served in this 
company mitil about February 1, 1777. In Jone of this 
year he volraiteered in an independent company under 
a Captain Cannte [sic] and served until the end of Angnst, 
after which he volunteered under Captain Thomas Was- 
son, 2d Albany County Militia, and served with the 
Northern Army until after the surrender of Bni^yne. 
In the spring of 1778 he enlisted as a batteanman and 
served for nine months between Albany and New York. 
Subsequent to 1778 he served with the militia on various 
expeditions. A pensioner. 

EJN08LE7, Joseph: On February 8, 1776, he stated to 
the Committee of Safety under examination that "he 
differed with them in sentiments in regard to the present 
dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies." He 
was ordered committed to the Albany jail to await trial 
at the next general meetii^ of the Committee. He re- 
turned to Schenectady on his release and on April 27 was 
summoned and ordered to pay twenty shMngs, the 
amount emended in conuectiOD with his imprisonment, 
for a sled and two minute men to carry him to Albany. On 
his refusal to pay he was given the choice of so doing or of 
again being confined in the Albany jail. On May 1 the 
chairman reported the account paid. 
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KofBBi^, JoeEPH : Born at Lisbum, Ireland, in 1749 ; died 
April 15, 1816. Hie name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coontjr Militia, Land Bounty Bighta. 

Kittle, Adau: On December 28, 1776, be enlisted in Cap- 
tain John A. Bradt's company of State Rangers. In 
1778, he was enrolled in the 2d Albany County Militia 
nnder Captain Jesse Tan Slyck. He died a little before 
October 7, 1781, and was said to have been killed in the 
war. 

Kittle, Daniel; Baptized September 23, 1733. He was 
enrolled in Captain Jesse Van Slyek's company, 2d Albany 
County Militia. In 1777 he served with the Northern 
Army at Stillwater and Bemia Heights, and in 1778 with 
a company of batteaumen under Captain ComeUus Bar- 
hydt. In 1779 he performed garrison duty at Fort Plain 
and Fort Plank. He served as batteanman and on gar- 
rison dnty on yarious occasiona to the end of the war. 
His widow received a pension. 

Kittle, David: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connly Militia. 

Kittle, Ezra: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Kittle, John: His name appears on Ihe rolls of the 2d 
Albany County MiUtia. 

Laubert, John: Bom in 1753; died July 26, 1809. A 
schoolmaster. He lived on the east side of Church Street, 
about midway between Union and State Streets. Od 
June 19, 1775, he enlisted nnder Captain Cornelius Van 
Dyck for the defense of Ticonderoga. He subsequently 
served as a private under Captain John Mynderse and as 
a private and sergeant nnder Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

ZiANBiNo, AsRAHAif G. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 
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Lansino, Alezandbb C. ; Baptized September 8, 1751. On 
March 1, 1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schoy- 
ler for serrioe at Lake Qeoi^ and Ticouden^^ 

liANBDfo, CoBNXLius: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Lansing, Gebbit Q. : Bi^tized February 8, 1756. On Novem- 
ber 7, 1775, he wag elected a member of the second Com- 
mittee of Safety. On March 4, 1776, he was appointed 
overseer of batteanmen at Lake George, and on March 5 
was objected to by certain persona as being too yonng to 
serve, although the objection was not sostained by the 
Conmiittee. On July 9, 1777, he gave the use of a wagon 
for the service. He served as a private nnder Captain 
Jellia J. Fonda, and as qnartermaster in the 2d Albany 
County Militia. 

LANsma, John O.: On May 24, 1775, he was appointed 
with John Post keeper of three hundred and thirty-eight 
poonds of gunpowder purchased from Daniel GampbelL 
On June 23, 1775, he was {^pointed ensign in Captain 
Cornelius Van Dyck's company for the defense of Ticon- 
deroga to fill the vacancy caused by the promotion of 
Cornelius Van Slyck. On Joly 10, 1775, he was recom- 
mended to the Provincial Congress to fill the position of 
first lieutenant in the recroitii^ service. On February 
28, 1776, he w&s serving with Uie New York r^^ents in 
Canada with the rank of second lieutenant. On October 
7, 1776, he was serving in Colonel John Nicholson's regi- 
ment with the rank of first lieutenant. In 1779 he was 
adjutant in the 3d Tryon County Militia under Colonel 
Frederick Visscher, serving in September or October of 
that year at Fort Plank and Stone Arabia. 

LANsma, John S. : Baptized March 17, 1745. On Septem- 
ber 5, 1776, he enlisted in Captain John A. Bradt's com* 
pany of State Rangers. 
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La&iwat, Isaao: Bom in 1756; died June 3, 1826. He 
served as a private in the 5th New Yoric Lone and in the 
3d Albany Coanty Militia. He received a pennon of $96 
per annmn and after his death his widow was allowed $30 
per annnm, 

Latta, WiUiUH : On October 30, 1776, he enlisted in Gap- 
tain John A. Bradt's company of State Bangers, being 
discharged on January 23, 1777, as unfit for dnty. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 3d Albai^ County Militia. 

Lewis, Henbt: In 1778, he enlisted nnder Captain James 
Boeekrans, 5th New York Line. He served nine months 
after which he was discharged for "inability." A pen- 
sioner under tiie Act of March 18, 1818. 

Lewis, John: His name t^pean on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coanty Militia. 

Lewis, Wiujau: Baptized November 5, 1720. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia as 
serving onder Captain John Van Patten. 

LmDLB, Ajn>BEW': A native of L«land. He was living in 
Schenectady when the war broke out A blacksmith by 
trade and evidently prosperous as he is said to have had 
a home well famished and apprentices to aid him in his 
work. In July, 1777, he joined General Borgoyne's army 
at Saratoga and served ontil its capitnlation. While 
attempting to join tlie British forces in Canada he was 
taken prisoner and confined in the Albany jaiL On Hi^ 
2, 1778, he was released on his entering into "Becogniz- 
ance for his good behaviour and Monthly appearance" 
before any of the C<Hiimissioners of Conspiracies at Seh»- 
nectady. All his property was confiscated '*8ome plun- 
dered, some sold at vendne." 

XdOHTHALL, Aptitn^TJ (Abrahau J. OB W.) : Baptized 
September 12, 1753. In 1776 he served in a company of 
artificers onder Captain Jacob Vrooman, and in 1777 
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two months in the Quartermaster's Deparbnent during 
the campaign against Bnrgoyne. In 1778 he was drafted 
for Berrice in the Levies from Captain Jellis J. Fonda's 
company, 2d Albany Connty Ttfilitia, and served at the 
Schoharie Forts. In 1779 he was on duty at Fort Plank 
and Stone Arabia. His widow received a pension. 

ZdGHTHAiiL, QsOBQE ; His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Comity Militia. 

liiOHTHALi/, Jaues N. : Bom in 1758 ; died April 22, 1829. 
On June 14, 1775, he enlisted nuder Captain Cornelius 
Van Dych and took part in the Canadian ezpedititm. 
Id November, when his term expired, he re-enlisted at 
Montreal nnder Captain Barent Ten Eyck. He went to 
Quebec and remained with the army in its retreat in May, 
1776. On January 6, 1777, he enlisted in Captain John 
A. Bradt's company of State Rangers. He served but a 
short time and then enlisted for the war nnder Obtain 
Aaron Austin, 3d New York Line. Upon the consolida- 
tion of the regiments he was attached to the company under 
Captain Cornelius T. Jansen, 1st New York Line, and in 
this compai^ he served tmtil his discharge on June 14, 
1783. His dischaige was signed by General Washington. 
A pensioner under the Act of March 18, 1818. 

LlOHTHALL, John; Died in GlenviUe, August 4, 1835. In 
the spring of 1776 he enlisted at Schenectady for seven 
months under Captain Oerrit S. Veeder, re-enlisting in 
January, 1777, at Saratoga for the war nnder Captain 
John Copp, 1st New York Line. He remained in this 
company until July 14, 1779, when Copp resigned and 
was then transferred to the company of Gf^tain Charles 
Parsons in the same regiment He was discharged on 
Jnne 8, 1783, and "honored with the badge of merit for 
seven years faithful service." A pensioner under the 
Act of March 18, 1818. 
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LiOHTHALL, Lancaster: Bom May 10, 1761. On Janaary 
22, 1777, he enlisted in Captain John A. Bradt's company 
of State Bangen. His oaine appears on the rolls of the 
Sth Company, 3d New York Line. On April 7, 1777, he 
enlisted for the war and served to the end, heing promoted 
in July, 1779, to the rank of corporal. 

laawiBMA,, NiCBOLAB: Bom at Qerman Flats, Angnst 17, 
1750; died January 27, 1838. Buried in Vale Cemetery. 
In the spring of 1776 he enlisted at Albany for nine 
months under Captain John Huun. He served in the 
Quartermaster's Department, transporting ammunition 
and provisions to Tieonderoga end other posts. At the 
expiration of his term he removed to German Flata and 
enlisted under Captain Frederick Frank, 4th Tryon 
County Militia. In August, 1777, he fought at the battle 
of Oriskany. He was on active duty at Fort Herkimer 
until November, 1780, when he removed to Schenectady 
and enrolled in Captain John Van Patten's company, 
2d Albany County Militia. In October, 1781, he performed 
three weeks' guard duty at Tennis Swart 's Port and 
served with the militia in the pursuit of Major Ross and 
"Walter Butler. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 
1832. 

LiGHTHALL, WtLUAM : Died Octobcr 5, 1822. On June 12, 
1776, he enlisted in a company of New York State 
Rangers under Captain John A. Bradt. On March 7, 
1776, he re-enlisted and was attached to Captain Qiles 
Wolcott's company, Colonel Seth "Warner's regiment. He 
remained in this company as sergeant until November 14, 
1778, when be was promoted to the rank of ensign and 
commissioned. Under General Stark he "was highly dis- 
tinguished for his bravery in the battle of Bennington." 
(Sanders.) In 1779 he was promoted to the rank of lieu- 
tenant. He remained in active service until October, 1780, 
when at Fort Geoi^, N. Y., he was captured and taken 
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to Canada. Here he remained a prisoner of war until 
November, 1782, when he was paroled and permitted to 
return home ontil exchanged. He remained on parole 
until the army was disbanded is 1783. A pensioner under 
the Act of March 18, 1818. 

Little, Bayid: Hia name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. 

Little, John: On Jane 20, 1778, he was appointed first 
lieutenant in Captain Thomas Wasson's company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Ltftle, Thohas: Hia nune appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia as serving tmder Captain Thomas 
Waason. 

LrrriiEJOHN, Duncan ; Hia name appears on the roUs of the 
2d Albany Conn^ Militia. 

Ltnb, Matthew : On Angnst 16, 1776, he enlisted in Cap- 
tain John A. Bradt's company of State Bangers. From 
December 16, 1776, to January 15, 1777, he was at Fort 
Constitntion. 

Ltpobt, David: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Rights. 

Ltfobt, Jacob : Bom in Olenville in 1759. He was enrolled 
in Captain Abraham Van Eps's company, 2d Albany 
County Militia, daring the whole of the war. In 1776 he 
went on an expedition to Clifton Park and Ballston in 
pursuit of Joseph Bettis. From May to September, 1777 
(when he returned home on account of sickness), he served 
with the Northern Army. From Angnst to the latter port 
of November, 1779, he was on duty at the Upper Fort, 
Schoharie. Regarding this service one Van Patten aflSrms 
that "Lyport was a faithful soldier and did duty hare- 
footed l8t« in the fall." In the fall of 1780 he performed 
two months' service at Fort Paris nntil dischai^ed in 
December. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 
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MoBesh, John; His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coimtr Militia. 

MoCALLnM, James : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

McCabtt, John : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coanty Militia. 

MoCastt, WhjLiuc: His name appears on the rolls o£ the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

MoCiJB, jAuse: From March 1, 1777, to January 1, 1778, 
he served in a company of batteamnen under Captain 
Myndert B. Wemple at Fort Dayton, Fort Stanwix and 
on the Mohawk River. In 1778, he served about a fort- 
night under Captain John Van Patten when Cobleskill 
was attacked, and in 1780 was on daty when the Mohawk 
settlements were destroyed. His widow received a pension. 

McDonald, Jausss: Bom in 1737; died in 1818. He is 
bnried in a private cemetery on the old McDonald farm 
(now owned by Geoi^ MeClain) in Princetown. In 1781 
he was a member of Captain John Crousehom's company 
of artillery. 

McDouqal, Dunoan : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

MoDouOAL, John: He enlisted under C^tain Robert 
McKean, Ist New York Line, and was later transferred 
to a company under a Captain 7an Rensselaer. He was 
in the retreat from Ticonderoga, at the siege of Fort Stan- 
■mx, with the main army at Valley Foi^jfe, at White Plains 
and in the battle of Monmouth. From 1779 xintil hia dis- 
charge in 1780 he served as a corporal. A pensioner under 
the Act of March 18, 1818. 

McFABiiAN, Andbesw: Bom in 1733; died Jnly 17, 1805. 
Buried in Vale Cemetery. A merchant in Schenec- 
tady as early as 1767. He resided on the west comer 
of Church and Water Streets. On April 22, 1776, 
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he was granted a certificate of character io order to obtain 
a passport. On June 2, 1777, he was a member of the 
Committee of Safety, and on September 5 was elected 
chairman of the Board, being replaced on November 1, as 
it was stated that he was going abroad. On Janasiy 5, 
1778, he was again elected chairman of the Committee 
of Safety. On July 2, 1779, he was appointed one of a 
conuoittee of four to sell salt to the people of the district. 
His name spears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Count? 
Mj liriA , 

MoFablin, John : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany Gonn^ Militia. 
McOnnns, Robebt : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany County Militia. 
MoIntosh, John : He serred as a sergeant in the New York 

Militia. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 
McInttbe, Willuu : In 1774, he was a trader located at 

the comer of State and Ferry Streets. His name appears 

on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia as serving 

under Captain Thomas Brower Banker. 

MoKeux)p, Abohibald: A farmer. On August 11, 1778, 
while a prisoner in the Cily HaU at Albany he was 
ordered removed to the fort by ibe Commissioners of 
Conspiracies because of sickness. On September 7 he was 
released on bail, the charges against him being but trivial. 
On January 5, 1781, it was reported to the Board by the 
Commissionera at Schenectady that he had refused to do 
military duty and that he was adjudged a dangerous per- 
son. On January 12 he appeared before the Board and 
denied the chaises against him, whereupon he was released, 
having given bond for his good behavior during the 
remainder of the war. 

MoKiNNXT, Akdbbw : Bom in Ireland in 1750 ; died Novem- 
ber 12, 1825. Buried in the churchyard of the Cobblesttme 
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Chnrch in Rotterdam. He serred as a private in the 
PennsflTania Line. A pensioner under the Act of March 
18, 1818. 

MoMabtin, "Willuu : His uanie spears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

McMlCHAEL, AiiKXANDEB: BoTU in 1758; died in 1818. 
Bnried on the old Valk farm in the town of Princetown. 
In May, 1779, he waa on duty at Schoharie as a sergeant 
tinder Captain John Mynderse, 2d Albany Connty MjUHa. 
In 1781 he tras a member of Captain John Cronsehom'a 
company of artillery. 

McMiCHAEL, Daniel : Bom near Albany, December 15, 1758. 
In the spring of 1775 he entered service from the town- 
ship of Schenectady nnder Cf^tain Abraham Oothoat, 
2d Albany Conn^ Militia. Shortly afterwards he was 
selected by Major Wemple as his servant and remained 
in that capacity for a period of two years. In the fall 
of 1777, previons to Bargoyne's snrrender, he served two 
weeks at Fort Edward, and in the spring of 1778 at Fort 
Plank. He later enrolled under Captain Jesse Van 
Slyck, was appointed orderly sergeant and so served to 
the end of the war. In the fall of 1779 he served at Fort 
Hunter and Fort Plain, and in 1780 served as a volunteer 
in a company of Rangers in porsuit of Sir John John- 
son after the destruction of the Idtohawk settlements. He 
Tolnnteered under Captain Jellis J. Fonda when Ballston 
was burned, and on bis return to Schenectady waa ordered 
to Fort Herkimer. In October, 1761, he marched with 
the troops under Colonel "Willett in pnrsnit of Major Boss 
and Butler. He served in mai^ expeditions and once had 
chai^ of the ammunition and one of the redoubts at Fort 
Plank. In the fall of 1782 he went with sconts nnder 
Abraham Van Eps in pnrsnit of Joseph Bettis. A pen- 
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McMiCHAEL, Jaheb: Ou March 1, 1776, he signed an agree- 
meot with Philip Schuyler for service at Lake George 
and Ticonderoga. Hia name appears on the roUa of the 
2d Albany County Militia as enrolled under Captain John 
Mynderse. 

McMiCEAXL, RoBEBT : He is mentioned on the State Treas- 
urer's pay book as having served as a lieutenant. 

MoKdtt, Sahuel; Hia name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Connty Militia. 

McQuxEN, Jambs: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. 

Mabb, John : He enlisted early in the war under Inentenant- 
Colonel Christopher C. Yates. In 1779 he served under 
Captain Thomas Hichs, 12tb Albany Connty Militia, and 
in 1780 under Captain Lawrence Gross, Colonel Marinas 
Willett's Levies, to which regiment he was also attached 
daring the summer of 1781. His widow received a pension. 

Mabb, Robert: EQs name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Main, "Wiujaic: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia as serving under Captain John 
Mynderse. 

Mannino, Edward: ECis name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Mannino, John : Of Princetown. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Mabels, Dibk: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Mabels, Mattbbw: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia as serving under Captain John 
Van Patten. 
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MabklBj WiLiiUif: Tfii^ name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militi* as serving under Captain John 
Van Patten. 

M^nHii!t.TH, Ahasoeras: Baptized April 12, 1740. On Feb- 
mary 10, 1776, he was elected captain of one of the newly 
organized militia companies although he probably did not 
serve actively as snch. On March 4 he was appointed 
oveneer of batteamnen for service at Lake George and 
Ticonderoga. In the fall of 1779 he commanded a detach- 
ment (probably of fatigne men) to Fort Hunter and other 
places along the Mohawk. In 1781 be was a. member of 
Captain John Cronsehom'a company of artillery. 

M*"P^"TPj AiiEZAifDEB : Bom September 20, 1747. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia as 
serving under Captain John Mynderse. 

TtfAMnw.wi, Abent : Baptized November 26, 1732. On March 
30, 1776, he complained to the Committee of Safety that 
the poll kept on Febmary 10 "by Abraham Wemple at the 
Widow Trooman 's for the choosing of officers was irregolaF. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 

Militia 

MiBBTT.ia ^ Gtsbebt: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia and the 2d Albany County 
Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

Mabski-is, Hbnbt a.: Bom May 25, 1753; died Angnst 
12, 1821. On May 13, 1776, General Schuyler wag re- 
quested by the Committee of Safety to send him back 
from Lake Geoi^ because he had not signed the General 
Association. From April 21 to 28, 1778, he was in com- 
mand of four whites and four Indians on an expedition 
to Harpn«fleld for scout duty. In October he performed 
the same duty at Cobleskill. In April, 1780, he went on 
scout duty to Glens Falls and Lake Geo^e, and in June 
was in command of s detail of thir^-six iriiites and aeren 



Digitized byGoOgle 



INDIVIDUAL BEC0BD8 OF SERVICE 187 

Indians on an e^edition to BeaTerdam and Harpergfleld. 
In Joly and Aognst he aerred under Captain Jease 7an 
Slycb in porsoit of Sir John Johnson. In Jnly, 1781, he 
is spoken of as a lieutenant on garriscm dot? at Fort 
Hnnter. In June, 1782, he was agun on garrison duty 
at Fort Hunter. 

Mabsblis, John Baptist: On Febroary 10, 1776, he was 
elected first lientenant in Captain Thomaa Brower 
Banker's company, 2d Albany Coimty Militia. He served 
in this capacity until August, when he was transferred 
as first lieutenant to a company of State Rangen under 
Captain John A. Bradt. 

Mab&slis, John J.: He enlisted at Schenectady for three 
yeare under Captain David Van Neas, 1st New York Line. 
He remained on duty at Schenectady until detailed to 
accompany a drove of cattle to Fort Stanwix. He was 
in the fort during the attack by St. Leger and remained 
there until his time of enUstm^t had expired. At the 
solicitation of his captain and other officers he was induced 
to re-enlist for the war and was given a commission as 
ensign in his company. He remained in the service until 
the end of the war. 

MAHfiBgjs, John N. : Bom January 27, 1760 ; died December 
15, 1833. Buried in Vale Cemetery. He lived on Ferry 
Street opposite St.' George's Church. On March 1, 1776, 
be signed an agreement with Philip Schoyler for service 
at Ijake George aud Ticonderoga. In 1777 he was 
enrolled in Captain Jesse Van Slyck's company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. He served to the end of the war. 
He was with the Northern Army in the campaign against 
Burgoyne ; at various times at the Upper Fort, Schoharie, 
Fort Herkimer, Fort Plank, Fort Plain and Fort Clyde; 
and in 1778 at Saratoga in a company under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Christopher Yates. In October, 1780, he marched 
to BaUsfam in pursuit of the enaoy after the raid, and in 
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1781 to Ganajoharie wheo Major Rosa descended on the 
Mohavk settlementa A pensioner under the Act of June 
7, 1832. 

Mabsklis, Richabo: Hifl name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militiitj Land Bounty Rights. 

MiATiN, Chabik : Bnried January 30, 1818. A merchant. 
On April 22, 1776, he was granted a certificate from the 
Commitee of Safety that he might obtain a passport from 
General Schuyler. It was stated at that time that "he 
i^peared a true friend to the American cause, although 
he had not signed the Oeneral Association." Hi^ name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia as 
enrolled under Captain John Mynderse. 

Mabtin, John: Od August 2, 1777, he was taken prisoner 
by a band of Seneca Indians and carried to the Seneca 
country. He escaped but was later reciq>tared by a part? 
of Rangers is the British service and taken to Quebec by 
way of Niagara and Montreal. Here he remained a 
prisoner from December 17, 1777, until May 27 of the 
following year, when ha embariced on board the ship Maria 
for Halifax, whence he was sent by a flag ship to Boston. 

Mabtin^ Robert : Baptized December 2, 1758. On May 31, 
1775, the Committee of Safety arranged that part of the 
men of Captain Cornelius Van Dyck's company be quar- 
tered at his house while the company was being reemited 
and drilled. 

Mead, Wiluau: Died February 1, 1829. He served as a 
surgeon in the 1st New York Line from November 21, 1776, 
to October 13, 1779, when he was obliged to resign from 
the service because he had expended a greater part of bis 
property and his pay had depreciated to such an extent 
that he was unable longer to adequately provide for his 
family. He was at the battle of Monmouth. He moved 
to Schenectady soon after his resignation from the service. 
A pensioner under the Act of March 18, 1818. 
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MsAi^ Gabel: His name appears on th« rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Mebie, AT.wKHTr Baptized May 14, 1738; died previous to 
1799. On November, 7, 1775, he vas dected a member of 
the second Committee of Safety. He served also on the 
third Committee and on the Boards taking ofBce Jane 2, 
1777, and Jannary 5, 1778. On April 1, 1777, he was 
elected fence viewer, and on Aagust 11 was serving as 
captun of the town guard. On June 24, 1779, he was 
again elected a member of the Committee of Safety. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Comity Militia. 

Mbbie, Arent : Baptized in 1729. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia as serving ander 
Captain John Van Patten. 

IteBiE, GoBNELius: Bom March 18, 1741; died May 10, 
1789. On October 20, 1775, he was commissioned first 
lieutenant in Captain John Van Patten's company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. His name does not appear on 
the roster of regimental officers, June 20, 1778 (Archives, 
State of New York), although John Tan Eps (Pension 
Office Records W 27862) states that Mebie was serving as 
a lieutenant under Captain Van Patten in tlie fall of 1779. 

Mkbie, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

MsBm, JumsB; His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Mram, Patrick: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Mebib, Pbtbb: Baptized November 14, 1742; died before 
1782. In 1780 he was living at the junction of the Scho- 
harie Creek and the Mohawk River, bnt removed his 
family to Rotterdam to avoid the incursions of the Indians. 
He served with the troops under Colonel Marinns Willett 
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against Major Boas and Walter Botler in 1781. His name 
appears cm the roUs of the 2d Albany Coon^ Militia. 

Ueboeb, Alkxandeb: Bora in 1732; died January 18, 1798. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia as serving under Captain Jesse Van Slyek. 

Mebckeb, William: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Milit i* 

]hbi£, Chbis : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia. 

MiTOHEU., HnoH: Bom in 1741; died Febrnary 21, 1784. 
On May 6, 1775, he was chosen a member of the first Com- 
mittee of Safety and on the ninth was elected clerk of the 
Board. On May 10 he was appointed a depnty for the 
election of delegates to the first Provincial Congress, and 
on June 27 appointed to attend the council with the 
Indians at German Flats. On November 7 he was elected 
clerk of the second Committee of Safety. He served also 
on the Committees taking office June 2, 1777, and January 
5, 1778. On December 18, 1775, he was ordered to hold 
in trust £73 N. Y. C. raised for the relief of the poor of 
Boston until it could be transferred to Boston, and on 
May 25, 1776, he was appoint«d to receive the amount due 
for sleds, etc., employed in the expedition to Johnstown 
and to p^ it out where due. On May 27 he was appointed 
caretaker of the papery of the Committee. On December 
19, 1777, he was appointed to purchase a quantity of salt 
in certain states not to exceed six hundred bnshels, to be 
paid for in flour or money. On April 4, 1778, he was 
appointed one of the CommissionerB of Conspiracies and as 
such served until March 8, 1781. His name appears on the 
roUs of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Moore, John: Bom in 1751; died April 7, 1821. He kept 
an inn at the comer of Liberty and Feny Streets. In 
June, 1777, he enlisted st Schenectady in Captain Leonard 
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Sleeker 'b company, 3d New York Ldne. He was after- 
wards transferred to the Ist New York, under Colonel 
Goose Van Schaick. He was in Fort Stanwiz when it 
was besieged by St. Leger and was at the capture of Lord 
Comwallis at Yorktown. He served until June, 1783, when 
he was honorably discharged by General "Washington. A 
pensioner. 

MooBB, WiLLUH : In the spring of 1775 he was appointed 
an ensign in Captain Thomas "Wasson's company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. On August 5, 1777, he informed 
the Committee against one John Gregg who had drank the 
health of King George the Third at Bradt's Tavern. On 
February 25, 1780, he was commissiimed second lieutenant 
in Captain 'Waason's company, and on April 27, 1781, was 
serving as s lieutenant in the tjcvies under Colonel Mannus 
"milett. 

MoBBEi^ Thoicas: a merchant On August 10, 1777, it was 
reported to the Committee of Safe^ that he was harboring 
a band of Tories. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia as enrolled under Captain Thomas 
Brower Banker. 

MoYBTON, BOBEBT: Bom April 24, 1745; died Aogost 3, 
1798. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia, and the 2d Albany County Militia, Land 
Bonn^ Rights. 

MuUiEB, Jacob Jb. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

MuNBo, John : He was a merchant in Schenectady for some 
time after 1760, but previous to the Revolution moved to 
Albany. On May 24, 1776, the Committee of Safe^ at 
Schenectady was ordered by Colonel Dayton to apprehend 
and treat him as a common enemy to the liberty of America. 
On the next day he was summoned before the Board and 
sent to Albany nnder goard for confinement in the Albany 
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jail. This is the Major Mhhto who led the attack <m the 
settlement of Ballstou in October, 1780. 

MuNBOE, Alexander: Bom in 1743; died April 21, 1823. 
On August 31, 1776, he enlisted in Captain John A. 
Bradt'a company of State Rangers. On March 12, 1777, 
he enlisted for three years end was assigned to the 8th 
Company, 3d New York Idne. A pensioner under the 
Act of March 18, 1818. 

MuBBAT, Alexander : He served in the Levies onder Colonel 
Marinna Willett. A peosioner nnder the Act of Jane 7, 
1832. 

MuBEAT, John : Baptized April 5, 1752. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia as serving 
nnder Captain Thomas Wasson and on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Rights. 

Mdbrat, Wiluau: In 1775 he enlisted nnder Captain 
Cornelius Van Dyck. He served under General Mont- 
gomcTy at St John's, Chamblee and Montreal. In the 
spring of 1777 he enlisted for the war under Captain 
Robert McEean. He served until June 8, 1783, when he 
was discharged. He was in the battle of Monmouth and 
was at Torktown at the surrender of Lord Comwallis. A 



Myndgbbb, Habhbn: Baptized Joly 2, 1749. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Mtndeesb, John: Bom October 18, 1741; died October 29, 
1815. On May 27, 1775, he was elected first lieatenant 
in Captain ComeUus Tan Dyck's company. On October 
20 he was commissioned captain of militia by the Provin- 
cial Congress, and assigned to the command of a company 
of minute men (an intermediate corps between the regu- 
lar troops and the militia). This company came to be 
known as "The Bloes" because of the color of the uni- 
forms, and its motto, painted on the colors, was "Liberty 



Digitized byGoOgle 



IKDIVIDUAL RECORDS OF SERVICE 193 

or Death." On January 14, 1776, he went to Albany 
with sixty minnte men under his command, and from there 
went with the troops on the expedition to Johnstown. 
From September, 1777, he served with the Northern Army 
until the sorre&der of General Bnrgoyne. In 1778 he was 
attached with bis company to the brigade of Colonel Fred- 
erick Visscher. On Jnne 20, 1778, he was recommissioned 
captain, and in Angost was stationed with his company 
at Fort Paris. In May, 1779, he was at Schoharie, and in 
the fall commanded an expedition to Beaverdam. In the 
fall of 1780 he marched with the troops under General 
Van Rensselaer f^ainst Sir John Johnson. In March, 
1782, he commanded the guard at Fort Volonteer, Sche- 
nectady. 

Mtkdebse, John R.: Baptized December 25, 1743; died 
September 6, 1819. His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Mtnderse, Lawrencb: Bom October 12, 1751; died Angost 
7, 1789. Buried in Vale Cemetery. On October 20, 1775, 
he was commissioned ensign in Captain John Mynderse's. 
company, 2d Albany County Militia. On June 20, 1778, 
he was commissioned first lieutenant, bat declined to serve. 

Mtndebsb, Reinibb: Bom October 6, 1710; died Angost 6, 
1788. A merchant. In 1781 he lived on the west comer 
of State Street and Mill Lane. On May 6, 1775, he was 
elected a member of the first Committee of Safety, and 
on August 9 was appointed chairman of the Board to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Christopher 
Tates. On November 7 he was elected chairman of the 
second Committee of Safety and served until December 
29, when he was replaced by Dirk Van Ingen. On June 
2, 1777, he was agun elected chairman of the Board and 
served as such until September 5, when he was replaced 
probably because of his dnties in attending the Senate and 
Assembly at Eingaton. From 1777 to 1781 he served as 
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a state senator onder the first constitatioa. On November 
1, 1777, he was again appointed chairman of the Committee 
of Safety and served also as a member of the Board taking 
office January 5, 1778. On July 1, 1780, he was appointed 
one of the CommiaBionen of Conspiracies. 

Neallt, Matthew : He served as a private and fifer under 
Captain Thomas Wasson, 2d Albany Coonty Wiliti^^ 

Neabd^ Chbistopheb : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

KmoEB, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

Nesbit, Joseph: On October 3, 1776, he enlisted for the 
war and was assigned to the 8th Company, 1st New York 
Line. In October, 1777, he was serving as a corporal and 
in Jnne, 1778, as a private. He received land bounty 
rights. 

Nestle, Gbobge: He served as a private under Captain 
Simeon Newell, Colonel Marinas "Willett's New York Lev- 
ies. He was shot throngh the body (engagement and date 
not known), hnt not killed. 

NizoN, Joshua: Baptized November 22, 1761. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Ogden, John: Buried August 23, 1801. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Ohlen, Henbt Gboboe: Bom in London, September 16, 
1758; died October 1, 1837. Buried in Vale Cemetery. 
He enlisted January 14, 1777, and was assigned to the 
6th Company, 3d New York Line. He was promoted to 
the rank of sergeant on April 21, 1779. A pensioner under 
the Act of May 15, 1828. 

OoTHODT, Abraham: Bom May 27, 1744; died in July, 
18^. On May 6, 1775, he was elected a member of the 
first Committee of Safety. He served also on the second 
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Comniittee and the Committees taking office Jaooaiy 15, 
1777, June 2, 1777 and Janaary 5, 1778. He was a deputy 
from Albany Comity to the first Provincial Congreas. He 
served thronghoat the war as a captain in the 2d Albany 
County Militia, being appointed soon after January 26, 
1776. On Jane 27, 1775, he was appointed to attend the 
council with the Indians at German Flats, and on Feb- 
mary 24, 1776, he was appointed with Christopher Yates 
to collect donations from the inhabitants to pay for sleds 
to transport the troops from Albany to Lake George. In 
the fall he was in comjnand of a detail to Fort Ann, Fort 
Edward and Skenesborough. On April 24, 1777, he was 
detailed as a wagoner for duty from Albany to Lake 
Geoi^. On Hay 21 he was a member of a court martial 
at Albany. He served with the troops against General 
Bnrgoyne at Saratoga, Stillwater and Bemis Heights. On 
December 20, 1777, he was appointed with Abraham 
Fonda to purchase two hundred pounds of flour to barter 
for salt. On June 20, 1778, he was regularly conunis- 
sioned captain, and in the summer commanded a detach- 
ment to Stone Arabia. On June 24, 1779, he was again 
appointed a member of the Committee of Safety, and on 
Jane 2 was appointed chairman of the Board, which 
office he resigned on July 8, because of the pressure of 
public business. On July 1, 1780, he was appointed one 
of the Commissioners of €k>nspiracies. In August he 
marched with the troops to Fort Plain after the destruc- 
tion of Canajoharie, and in the fall of 1781 was stationed 
at Fort Hunter. After the battle of Johnstown he marched 
in pursuit of the enemy. Towards the end of the war he 
was promoted to the rank of colonel in the 2d Albany 
County Militia to succeed Colonel Wemple, resigned. 

OuDEEtEms, Abent: Baptized July 9, 1737. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Cotinty Militia. 

OuDBBKRK, John : In February, 1776, he enlisted at Sche- 
nectady for one year in a company of fatigue and bat- 
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teaameu cndeT Captain John Clate, but was disdis^^d 
after ten months' duty. In 1777 he again enlisted under 
Captain Clnte at Schenectady and served nine or ten 
months. In 1779 he enlisted at Schenectady as a boatman 
under Captain Peter Adair. Adair was later dischai^^ 
from the service at FishMll and Ouderkirk there enlisted 
under Captain John Denny as a fatigue man, boatman and 
laborer. He served in this ct^acity and also as a baker 
and washer for a period of ten or eleven months. A pen* 
sioner under the Act of Jane 7, 1632. 

Passaqe, QEoaaE : Bom in Philadelphia May 12, 1761. He 
lived at the Norman 's KilL In the spring of 1778, he en- 
listed in Captain Abraham Oothont's company, 2d Albany 
Coonly Militia, and shortly after was ordered to 
Besverdam. WMle the company was on parade and 
Colonel Wemple was reading the orders, Passage received 
a kick from the horse of one of the field officers which 
broke two of his ribs and rendered him onfit for military 
daty ontil the following spring. In the fall of 1779 he was 
drafted into Captain Walter Vrooman 's company of Levies 
and performed fonr weeks' garrison dnty at Schoharie. 
In the fall of 1780 he marched with the troops to Balls- 
ton when it was attacked. In the year 1781 he served one 
month at Fort Htmter. He often served on guard dnty 
at Schenectady. His claim for pension was rejected on 
the ground of insufficient service. 

Passiqb, Geobob, Jr. : Bom in 1763 ; died in 1840. Buried 
in the cemetery of the Reformed Church at Giffords. Hia 
name appears on die rolls of the 2d Albany Conn^ 
Militia. 

FATmatsON, Ouveb: Of Frincetown. His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Patterson, Thouas: During the year 1778, he served as 
a batteaoman and carpenter under Captain ComelioB 
Barhydt both on the Mohawk and Hudson Rivers. In 
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1779 tteasary certificates were issned to Patterson cov- 
ering three periods; the first and second, Angast and 
October for service onder Captain Thomas Wasson, and 
the third dated November 30 for service under Captain 
Jellis Fonda. His widow received a pension. 

FssK, Abent: Baptized December 25, 1743. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia as 
serving under Captain John Van Patten. 

Peek, Chbistopheb: On March 1, 1776, he accepted a com- 
mission as ensign from the Provincial Congress through 
the Committee of Safety at Schenectady. He, however, 
later tendered his resignation to the Committee because 
of his father's displeasure at his having accepted it. This 
resignation was accepted on March 11, 1777. He later 
served as a lieutenant and quartermaster in the 2d Albany 
County Militia, and in 1778 received a commission as 
quartermaster and served as such until 1782, when he was 
appointed ensign in the New Yorh Levies under Colonel 
Marinufl Willett. This position he held until the end of 
the war. 

PxEE, CORNEUus : Bom December 1, 1729 ; died August 22, 
1802. Buried in Vale Cemetery. On May 8, 1776, com- 
plaint was made to the Committee of Safety that he was 
working as a carpenter at Lake George without having 
signed the General Association. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. In 1778 he was 
enrolled under Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Pkee, Gobnelids, Jb. : Bom August 21, 1763. In 1778 he 
was enrolled under Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany 
County Militia. In August, 1782, he was on garrison duty 
at the Upper Fort, Schoharie, and in September on scont 
duty at Sacandaga. 

FzEK, Daniel : Baptized June 30, 1745. His name spears 
OD the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia as serving 
under Captain John Van Patten. 
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Peek, Habiunus: Baptized JaoTiary 14, 1759. Hia name 
appears od the rolls of the 2d Albany Gonn^ W'l'rift, Land 
Bounty Bights. 

Peek, Henbt H. : Bom in Schenectady, April 18, 1764. In 
the spring of 1776 he went with a detachment to the 
Heldebergh. In the fall of 1779 he volunteered under 
Captain John Mynderse, 2d Albany County Militia, for 
service at Bearerdam and od. his retnm to Schenectady 
mounted goard nnder John J. Yrooman. In the spring 
of 1780 he regularly enrolled in the company of Captain 
John Mynderse, and in ttie fall of the same year marched 
with the troops nnder General Tan Rensselaer. He 
served at this time one month at Fort Plain and from 
there marched to Fort Plank, where he assisted in boiying 
the dead after the battle. In October, 1781, he marched 
with the troops to Johnstown and was with the detach- 
ment that pursued Walter Butler to the West Canada 
Creek. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Peek, Jacobus G. : Baptized November 10, 1752. Bos name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land 
Bounty Bights. 

Peek, Jacobds Tedder : Baptized January 29, 1764. Hia 
name {qppears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Peek, Jaubs : He served as a sergeant under Captain Jesse 
Van Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia. 

Peek, James H. (ob Jaoobds) : Bom in Schenectady, 
August 16, 1758; died September 23, 1835. Buried in 
Yale Cemetery. In the fall of 1775 he was enrolled as a 
second lieutenant in the company of Captain John Myn- 
derse, 2d Albany County Militia. In January, 1776, he 
took part in the expedition to Johnstown, and in the spring 
of the same year went to Sacandaga under General Clin- 
ton to erect fortifications. In July, 1777, he marched 
with his company to Fort Edward. He served during 
Schuyler's retreat, ei^aging in most of the skirmishes 
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daring the campaign and in the battles of Snookkill and 
Bemis Heights. On June 20, 1778, a eommiBsion as second 
lieutenant was assigned to him by Oovemor Clinton. 
During the years 1778 and 1779 he performed Tarious 
garrison and scout duties, and on August 16, 1780, r&- 
ceired a commission as Ueatenant in the State Levies, 
being assigned to the company of Captain Benjamin 
Dubois, Colonel Lewis Dubois's regiment. He served three 
months and two weeks in the Levies, doing duty at Fort 
Herkimer (where he was in command for five weeks), 
Albany, West Point, Tappan and other posts. After this 
service he again entered the company of Captain John 
Mynderae. He often served as captain of the guard at 
Schenectady. A pensioner under the Act of Jime 7, 1832. 

Peek, Jesse: Bom January 28, 1752; died June 3, 1810. 
Buried in Vale Cemetery. On March 1, 1776, he signed 
an agreement with Philip Schuyler for service at Lake 
Oeoi^ and Ticonden^a. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia as serving nnder Captain 
Jellis J. Fonda and on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia, Land Bounty Ri^ta. 

Peek, John: On October 5, 1775, he was recommended to 
the Provincial Congress by the Committee of Safety for 
the office of quartermaster among the field officers to be 
assigned to the newly oi^anized Schenectady companies, 
and on October 20 a commission was issued in his name. 
On December 9 he tendered his resignation to the Board. 
On March 1, 1776, he signed an agreement with Philip 
Schuyler for service at Lake Gkorge and Ticonderoga. 
On May 7 he was elected a member of the third Committee 
of Safety. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Conn^ Militia. 

Peek, Joseph: Bom in Schenectady, November 25, 1755; 
died May 25, 1842. Bnried in Vale Cemetery. In the 
spring of 1775 he enlisted under Captain John Mynderse, 
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2d Albany County Militia. Soon after he went to 
Ticonderoga in another company where he was employed 
in erecting works of defense and in the constroction of 
boats. In Janaary, 1776, he took part in the expedition 
to Johnstown, and later in the spring enlisted in a com- 
pany of artificers Tinder Captain Tennis Bradt and serred 
the whole season boildii^ boats for service on Lake 
Champlain. In April, 1777, he was drafted into Captain 
Jesse Van Slyck's company and snbseqaently made 
orderly sergeant. He marched to Jessap's Patent in par- 
Boit of Tories, and in the summer of the same year to 
Fort Edward, performing Bcrrice there, at Stillwater, 
Bemis Heights and other posts until the sorrender of Bur- 
goyne. In the spring of 1778 he again enlisted under 
Captain Tennis Bradt and performed seven months' ser- 
vice at Coeymans. In the winter of the same year he per- 
formed guard duty at Schenectady. During the winter 
of 1779 he was appointed a captain on the Continental 
JBstablishment and served to the end of the war in the 
Qnartermaster's Department, having charge of the for- 
warding of supplies to the frontier posts. A pensioner 
under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Peek, Lewis D. : Bom in Rotterdam, January 6, 1764. In 
1779 he was enrolled as a private under Captain John 
Van Patten, 2d Albany County Militia. He was later 
made a corporal and served as such to the end of the war. 
His service seems to have been mostly patrol, guard and 
garrison duty, the latter at Schenectady. In 1780 he 
marched with the troops to Jeasup's Patent to intercept 
Sir John Johnson after the Mohawk settlements were 
destroyed, and in October, 1781, he went with the troo[» 
to the West Canada Creek in pnrsnit of Walter Butler. A 
pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Pendi^ton, Solouon: On October 20, 1775, he was com- 
missioned second lieutenant in Captain John Mynderse's 
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company, 2d Albany Coontr Militia. On February 14, 
1776, ha was recommended for the office of first lieuten- 
ant in a company to be formed under Captain John A. 
Bradt He received his conunissioa on March 1, and on 
April 12 applied to the Committee for leave to resign, 
gliving as his reason that the men were matinona and 
dissatisfied because Qerrit S. Veeder had been appointed 
their captain without awaiting the return of Bradt. On 
April 13 he delivered his commission to the Board, hut 
was later induced to ask for its return. His request was 
granted but with an admonition regarding his future 
behavior. On October 6, 1777, while enrolled as first 
lieutenant in Captain Henry Godwin's company. Colonel 
Lewis Dubois's regiment, he was taken prisoner at Fort 
Montgomery. In 1776, during his imprisonment, he 
became mentally deranged. He was exchanged on Feb- 
ruary 8, 1781, but did not return to the army. 

Pbtbbs, Harxon : Bom in Schenectady and lived here dur- 
ing the war. In 1832 he was a resident of Charlton. On 
December 22, 1777, he enrolled under Captain John Myn- 
derse, 2d Albany Connty Militia. From January 10 to 
April 10, 1778, he performed guard duty in his regular 
turn at Schenectady. In the spring of 1779 he went on 
scout duty to Beaverdam, and in April of the same year 
he went to Fort Plain, where he served two months. In 
March, 1780, he volimteered under Captain Jesse Van 
Slyck, and served one month at Stone Arabia. In March, 
1782, he volunteered under Walter Swits for guard Anty 
at Fort Volunteer, Schenectady, and in the fall of the 
same year went on scout duty to Jessup's Patent with a 
detail of Oneida Indians in search of deserters from the 
American service. 

Peters, Willuh : On March 4, 1776, he was appointed 
overseer of batteaumen for service at Lake Oeorge and 
Ticonderoga. His appointment was objected to by cer- 
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tain persona becanse ttey considered him too jaang to 
aerre. The objection was not snatiiined hy the Committee 
of Safety. In 1778 he commanded a company of state 
troops engaged aa hatteaumen in transporting stores from 
Schenectady to Fort Stanwix. On June 29, 1781, he was 
appointed ensign in the 8th Company, 2d New York Line. 

Petebson, Chablbs : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

PBTXRfiON, Habiunus: His name appears on the roUa of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia, aa serring under Captain 
Thomas Wasson. 

Philips, Thoicas; His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Petn, Jaubb: Bom March 12, 1742; died NoTember 2, 
1821. Buried in Vale Cemetery. A native of County 
Kent, England. He was in business in Schenectady as 
early as 1768. On April 24, 1776, it was stated by the 
Committee of Safe^ that he had resided for some time 
past ia England. He was at that time in partnership with 
Alexander Ellice, who had also retired to England during 
the prerioos fall. The accounts of the firm were being 
collected by Robert Ellice. 

Post, Elias: Baptized in New York, January 7, 1708. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Connt? Militia, 
Land Bounty Rights. 

Post, John : Bom Jannary 1, 1749. On May 24, 1775, he 
was appointed with John G. Lansing keeper of three hun- 
dred and thirty-eight pounds of gunpowder purchased 
from Daniel Campbell. On January 13, 1776, he was 
appointed qnartermaster of the 2d Albany County Militia, 
and on March 5 Henry Glen was inatrocted to apply to 
Congress for his commission. Some time in the fall of 
1776 he was appointed commissary of issues for the New 
York Line, and in this position continued to the end of 
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the war, Beiring at Herkimer, German Flats, Torktown, 
Princeton, Monmontb and in General SulliTan's expe- 
dition against the Indians. His widow received a pension. 

PuncAN, AiiKKT J.: Bom Jane 13, 1745; died Angnst 1, 
1830. Buried in &.e cemetery of the Cohhlestone Chnrclt, 
Rotterdam. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. la 1778 he was enrolled onder 
Captain Jesse Tan Slyck. 

POTHAN, AsENT L. : Baptized Joly 10, 1751. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia as 
seiring under Captain Thomas Brower Banker. 

PuTi£AN, COBNBLIDB: Baptized April 20, 1755. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

FuTUAN, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

PuTHAM, Tbunis: Baptized March 3], 1716. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land 
Bonn^ Bights. 

POTNAJf, AsENT: He is Said to have served two years in 
the militia and also 'as a batcher in the Conunissary 
Department at Schenectady onder Henry Glen. His 
daoghtcr's claim for pension was rejected. 

QuACKENBusH, Gbkabdus : Baptized March 11, 1721. On 
October 14, 1776, he was a member of Captain John A. 
Bradt's company of State Bangers. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

QuAOEXNBDSH, JoHN: Bom in Schenectady, Angost 19, 
1750; died Jnly 28, 1839. He lived at the junction of 
Lafayette and Liberty Streets, In the spring of 1775 he 
was enrolled nnder Ciqitain Thomas Brower Banker, 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. About November 1, 1775, he was 
appointed a lieutenant in this company and as such 
served to the end of the war. His lieutenant's commis- 
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Bion was not renewed by the GoancU of Appointment, bat 
after the war he received that of a captain. He was 
qwben of as "always evincing the ntmost alacrity, zeal 
and fidelity in the canae of his country." Most of his 
service in 1776 was that of guarding boats laden with 
stores from Fort Ann to Skenesbonnigh. He marched on 
various alarms and was often on guard duty, especially at 
Schenectady, where he freqaently had command of the 
gnard. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

BakseTj GBcnoB : On September 25, 1775, it was reported to 
the Committee of Safety that he had spoken very disrespect- 
fully of some of the members of the Board and that he 
was strongly suspected of being concerned in patting tar 
and feathers on several of their doors. On January 31, 
1776, he appeared before the Committee to answer chargea 
that he had made some reflections against the friends of 
the American cause in general and against one William' 
Murray in particular, havii^ called him "a traitor and a 
rebel." Bamsey admitted the truth of the accnfiations 
but said that he "only did it to put Murray in a paasion 
as he knew he was of a quick temper." On February 12 
it was decided by the Committee that he was a "high 
offender" against the American cause and he was ordered 
sent to the Albany jail to await trial. On his release Ram- 
sey returned to Schenectady and on April 27 was sum- 
moned and ordered to pay the amount expended in con- 
nection with his imprisonment (sixteen shillings) for a 
sled and one minute man to carry him to Albany. This 
amount he promised to pay. 

Beis, John : His name spears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia. 

BiOHTBB, Michael : On November 22, 1777, he was reported 
as an enemy to the American cause. On December 1 he 
waa arrested by order of the Committee of Safety and 
committed to the Albany jail. 
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BoBiBON, John : A merchant Boiied in the cemetery of the 
Presbyterian Church at Rynez Comers. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonfy Militia, Land Bonuty 
Rights. 

Rosa, Ems: Bom in Ulster County, March 4, 1753. He 
was living in Schenectady in July, 1775, when he enlisted 
Tinder Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 2d Albany County Militia. 
He served during the whole war as orderly sergeant in 
this company. In the summer of 1775 he was engaged in 
building boats and erecting fortifications at Ticonderoga. 
In the early fall he enlisted with the troops for Canadian 
serrice, marching to St John's, and serving at the redne- 
tion of Cfaamblee, after which he retomed to Fort Edward 
and remained there until the dose of the year. In January, 
1776, he took part in the ezpeditiou to Johnstown. From 
the latter part of May to the end of October, 1777, he was 
with the Northern Army, serving at Fort Edward and 
Fort Ann and in the battles of Fort Miller and Snoob- 
kill. In 1779 he performed garrison duty at Fort Flank 
and Stone Arabia, and in the fall of 1780 was on duty 
when Caughnawaga was destroyed. In October, 1781, he 
was at Fort Herkimer. 

Rosa, Isaac : On May 25, 1776, he promised a contribution 
for the poor of Boeton. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Rose, John : In 1775 he enlisted for six months under Cap- 
tain Cornelius Van Dyck. He was at the siege of St. 
John's. He Tolunteered under Ethan Allen and was taken 
prisoner on the Island of Montreal He jumped overboard 
from tiie Gaspee, swam ashore and again joined the army 
under Montgomery. He was in the siege and at the storm- 
ing of Quebec, where he wss wounded in the arm. He 
subsequently enUsted under Captain Joseph McCracken, 
1st New York Line, and remained with this company until 
the advance of Borgoyne, when he enlisted at Saratoga 
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for the war under Captain John Gopp, Ist New York Line. 
He served daring the campaign against Boi^yne, and 
in 1778 took part in the battle of Monmonth, where he 
was woonded in the throat. In 1779 he marched with the 
expedition under General Sollivan against the Indians. 
In 1780 or 1781 he was transferred to Captain Aaron Aus- 
tin's eompauy, 3d New York Line. He was in the battle 
of Yorktown and there had his leg broken by a bombshell. 
He remained in the army ontil it was disbanded and re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Snake Hill, Orange 
County, N. Y., in 1763. He received a sergeant's commis- 
non in 1778, and several times acted as a recruiting ser- 
geant. 

BosEBOOU, John: Bom in Albany, October 23, 1739; died 
in Con&joharie, April 4, 1805. He moved from Schenec- 
tady some time previous to 1790. He is buried in the 
Prospect H ill cemetery, Canajoharie. A merchant He 
lived on the northeast comer of Ferry and Union Streets. 
On May 6, 1775, he was elected a member of the first 
Conunittee of Safety. On May 24 he was appointed one 
of a committee to go to Guy Park to deliver an answer 
to a speech made by the Mohawk Indians, and on June 23 
he was appointed to accompany the Rev. Samuel Kirk- 
land and five Oneida Indians to Albany. In August, 1776, 
he was appointed first lientenant in Captain Abraham 
Oothout's company, 2d Albany County Militia, but was 
not so commissioned until June 20, 1778. He served in the 
capacity of lieutenant until the end of the war. On January 
15, 1777, he was a member of the Committee of Safety 
and on July 2, 1779, he was appointed one of a committee 
of four to sell salt to the people of the district On July 
26 he was again elected a member of the Committee of 
Safety. In 1780 he was on garrison duty at the Upper 
Fort, Schoharie. 

Btkhan, Cobkeltub: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia as serving under Captain Jesse 
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Van Slycb. In 1781 he was a member of Captain John 
Crousehom's company of artiUerj'. 

Btehan, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2(1 
Albany Coonty MiHtia, Land Bounty Kighte. 

Btlst, Jaoobus: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Btlet, Jaubs Van Sltok: Bom October 3, 1761; died 
January 8, 1848. In 1778 and 1779 he serred under Liea- 
tenant James H. Peek at Stone Arabia and elsewhere. 

Ktlet, John : Bom April 3, 1757 ; died April 24, 1842. He 
served as a private xuider Captain John Clute in the Qnar- 
termaster's Department. 

Rtlbt, Phiup : Born in New York, April 29, 1719, 0. S. He 
served as a private and sei^eant under Captain John Myn- 
derse, 2d Albany County Militia. 

Rtlbt, William : Bom November 16, 1760; died March 19, 
1848. He served under Captain Jacob Trooman in the 
Quartenoaster's Department. 

Rtnxx, Andrew: He served as a sergeant under Captain 
Thomas Waeson, 2d Albai^ County Militia, and in the 
same capacity in the Levies under Colonel John Harper. 
'On October 23, 1780, he was taken prisoner by the forces 
nnder Sir John Johnson and Joseph Brant and by them 
taken to Canada. He was exchanged the next year and 
was back in Schenectady on July 23, 1781. On December 
26, 1780, at a meeting of St Qeoi^'s Lodge of which be 
■was a member it was resolved "that fifty shilling, hard 
money, out of the funds of the lodge be delivered for the 
use of Brother Andrew Rynex's family, he being taken 
captive." 

Btnex, John : He served aa a private and drommer nnder 
Captain Thomas Wasson, 2d Albany County Militia. His 
name appears also on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 
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Btnex, Richabo ; Hia name fq>pearB on the rolla of the 2d 
Albany Gonnty Milit ia. 

Saou, Divm: He was enrolled under Captain Abraham 
Oothout, 2d Albany Connty Militia. At various times he 
fierred as "an e^reea rider" and on one occasion was 
taken prisoner by the Indians and carried to their camp. 
He made his escape on the following night and returned 
to the service. He was often on duty drawing wood to 
and from various posts. Once while returning from Lake 
George the Indians drove him from his regular croning, 
and he had to swim the river with his horses and wagon. 
Ha was at the Upper Fort, Schoharie, when Timothy 
Murphy fired on the flag of truce sent forward by Sir 
John Johnson, in the engagement at Cobleskill and in 
pursuit of the enemy after the raid on Ballston. He per- 
formed various garrison and guard duties, being stationed 
from Angast to October, 1781, at Claas Yiele's Bifts. His 
widow received a pension. 

St. John, Thaddeus : On May 25, 1776, he promised a con- 
tribution for the poor of Boston. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany Conn^ Militia and the 2d New 
York Line. 

Sanders, John: Bom in Albany, August 10, 1714; died 
September 13, 1782. He removed to Scotia immediately 
after his marriage to Deborah Olen on December 6, 1739. 
He lived in the Olen-Sanders house which Deborah in- 
herited on the death of her father in 1762. In 1765, by 
the purchase of the other outstandii^ interests, John 
Sanders and his wife became owners of the entire Olen 
estate. On May 6, 1775, he was elected a member of the 
first Committee of Safety but immediately refused to 
serve. On July 30, 1777, he was ordered arrested and to 
appear before the State Committee for refusing to receive 
Continental currency in payment of a debt. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. In 
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the fall of 1780 he was in command of the guard at Sche- 
nectady. 

Sawtbb, Jambs: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

SoHEBUEBHORN, Aabon: From AngoBt to October, 17S1, an 
Aaron Schermerhom was on Anty at Claaa Viele's Fort 
under Sergeant William Teller of Captain Abraham 
Oothont'e company, 2d Albany County Militia. 

SoHisHSRHORN, ABRAHAM: Baptized Octobcr 21, 1721 ; died 
in 1811. He lived near Hsverly's in Olenville and died 
there. During the war he suffered much from the Indians 
and Tories, and was compelled to flee repeatedly from hia 
home to Schenectady for aa£ety. On one occasion a parly 
led by Walter Butler came to Schermerhom 's house and 
after plundering it carried away two boys, one a Qerman 
and the other a n^;ro. The former of the boys was scalped 
but later recovered. Schermerhom 's name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, liaud Bounty Rights. 

ScEERHEBHOBN, AfTDBEW (Akdbeas) f Bom July 11, 1762 ; 
died in Rotterdam about 1815. Hig name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany Conn^ Militia. 

SoHEBMBBHORN, Babnhabdus Fbeehan : Bom October 14, 
1739 ; died July 14, 1799. On June 20, 1778, he was com- 
missioned ensign in Captain Thomas Brower Banker's com- 
pany, 2d Albany County Militia. In September or Octo- 
ber, 1779, he was on duty at Port Plank and Stone Arabia. 

SoHKBuSBHOBN, Babtholomew: B^tlzed in Schenectady, 
August 24, 1757. He lived in Rotterdam and died Jtdy 
16, 1845. In the fall of 1775 he was enrolled under Cap- 
tain Abraham Ootfaont, 2d Albany County Militia. In the 
spring of 1776 he went to Fort D^rton, and in the fall 
of the same year with the regiment to Fort Edward, thence 
under Captain Jesse Van Slyck to Fort Ann and Skenes- 
boTon^ as a guard for boats plyii^ between these posts. 
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He then retorned to Port Edward. In the spring of 1777, 
under Captain Jesse Van Slyck, he went with the troops 
of Colcmel Warner to Jeonp's Patent in pnrsnit of Tories. 
He was with the main am^ at Bemis Heists. In the 
spring of 1778 he marched to Schoharie and Cobleskill, 
where he aasiBted in borTing the dead slain by the enemy. 
In Febmary, 1779, he served in a company of fatigoe 
men onder Captain Joseph Peek. On Jnly 23, 1780, he 
was sent a prisoner to Albany, accused of being appre- 
hended on his wi^ to the enemy or of supplying them with 
proviaions; he was, however, on Aognst 10 released on 
bail. In October, under Major Swits, he marched to Balls* 
ton when it was attacked. He performed considerable gar- 
rison and gnard daty, especially at Fort Plain, Fort Clyde 
and at Claas Yiele's Bifts. A pensioner under the Act 
of June 7, 1832. 

SoHEBHERHOBN, Qbbbit : Bom iu the Schenectady Town- 
ship, October 22, 1763; died in Botterdam, March 24, 1848. 
In the fall of 1779 he enrolled onder Captain Abraham 
Oothont, 2d Albany Coon^ Militia, and served at Fort 
Hunter, Fort Flank, Stone Arabia and at the Middle Fort, 
Schoharie. In the spring of 1780 he marched to Caogfana- 
wi^ when it was destroyed, and in October to Ballsttn 
after the raid. During that year he also performed six 
months' gnard duty at Claas Yiele's Rifts. In October, 
1781, he went with the troops under Colonel Willett in 
pursuit of Major Roes and BnUer. A pensioner under the 
Act of June 7, 1832. 

SoHEBuzBHOBN, Henst J. : His nsmo appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

SoEESKBBHORNj Jaoob: Bom November 21, 1729; died 
April 18, 1814. He lived about six miles south of Sche- 
nectady, near the Norman's Kill, and is buried in Homer 
or East Homer, N. T. On October 5, 1775, he was recom- 
mended to the Provincial' Congress by the Committee of 
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Safety for the office of lientenant-colond in the 2d Albat^ 
Coonty Militia. On October 20 a eommiadoD was iasned 
in his name. In November he was elected a captain of 
militia bnt declined to serve, and on January 23, 1776, he 
also refused to accept the commisBion of lientenant-colonel. 
On July 28, 1778, he was appointed captain of a company 
of Exempts formed in Schenectady, and as snch served 
daring the years 1779 and 1780. On June 29, 1780, he is 
mentioned In the records of the Comnusaioners of Conspira- 
cies as "Major." 

SoHERUBBHOBN, JACOB: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Goonty Militia. This might be Jacob, son 
of Arent, baptized December 20, 1752; or Jacob, son of 
William, baptized December 1, 1745. 

SoHEBUERHOBN, Jaoob J. : Baptized January 20, 1751. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militin 

SoHERMBBHOBN, Jaoobus : Baptized January 31, 1720 ; died 
July 28, 1782. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

ScHEBUERHORN, JoHN J.: Bom in Schenectady, Jannaxy 
23, 1764. In August, 1777, being too young to enroll in 
the militia, he volunteered and served under Major Swits 
on a scout to the Heldebergh. In 1778 he performed guard 
duty at Claas Tide's Rifta, and in 1779, as a eubetitnte 
for his father, Jacob Schermerhom, performed garrison 
duty at Stone Arabia. In 1780 he performed garrison duty 
on various occasions at the Schoharie Forts, Fort Plank 
and Fort Herkimer, and took part in several scouting 
expeditions. He was at BaUatim when the town was 
attacked. 

ScHWBMTCftHOBW, liAWRDTOi: Bom iu Scheuoctady, Feb- 
ruary 9, 1749; died in Botterdam, March 26, 1837. In 
1775 he was enrolled under Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 2d 
Albany County Militia. In January. 1776, he took part 
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in the expedition to Johnstown and in the spring of the 
same year served at Sacandaga erecting fortificationa. In 
1777 he served in the campaign against BnrgOTne at Fort 
Edward, Stillwater and other posts. From May to June, 
1778, he was on duty when Cobleakill was destroyed, and 
in the fall of the same year he enlisted in Captain Martin 
Mynderse's company of artificer and served in it two 
years. Just previous to this enlistment he served on draft 
with a detail bringing military stores from Ticonderc^a 
to Albany. In the fall of 1781 he went with the troops 
under Colonel Willett in pursuit of Major Boss and But- 
ler. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

SOHEBUERBOBN, Maus: Bom March 9, 1753; died January 
26, 1830, Buried in Vale Cemetery. His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land Bonn^ 
Rights. He received a land bounty in 1829. 

ScHBBUBBHORN, NICHOLAS W. : Baptized in Schenectady, 
September 21, 1760. He served as a sergeant under Cap- 
tain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia. 

SCHESHERHOBN, BicHASD ; Bom MsTch 7, 1755. A laborer. 
He was enrolled nnder Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 2d Albany 
County Militia. About January 1, 1780, he enlisted as 
a batteauman under Captain Joseph Peek in the Quarter- 
master's Department and served for one year. On Jidy 
23 he was ordered confined at Albany by the Commis- 
sioners of Conspiracies at Schenectady for being connected 
with a party that intended to join the enemy. On August 
9, having answered "in a candid and open manner" the 
questions put to him onder examinatioD by the Board at 
Albany, he was released on baiL His widow received a 
pentdon. 

SoHBBHBRHOBN, Btieb : His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Coonty Militia as enrolled onder Captain 
John Van Fatten. Through his marriage with the widow 
of Qerrit Veeder the property around "Veeder's Mills" 
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later became known aa the Schermerfaom "Mill farm." 
Daring the Bevolntion Byer Schermerliom built the stone 
house opposite the mill to be used as a fort in case of 
neeessitf. There wss also a l,og house near the mill that 
vas used as a place of refuge. 

SoHEBHEBHORN, SiMON : Bom JsnuaTf 3, 1723; died May 
6, 1808. Buried in Yale Cemetery. He resided at the 
"MiUs," located at the east end of State Street His name 
appears oo the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

SoHsaifEBHOBN, WiLLUH : Baptized November 10, 1722. 
On May 10, 1776, the Committee of Safety at Schenectady 
informed General Schiller that he had gone to Lake 
Qeoi^ without the permissioa of the Board and that he 
had repeatedly refused \t) sign the General Association. 
On January 15, 1777, he was a member of the Committee 
of Safety. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia, Land Bounty Bic^ts. 

SoHUTLEB, Beubbn : He came to Schenectady in 1779 and 
lived here until 1781. He was enrolled onder Captain 
Jellis J. Fonda, 2d Albany County Militia, and performed 
duty durii^ the years of 1779 and 1780, "on all occasions 
when called into service either for repelling inroads on 
the frontier or mounting guard to defend the compact part 
of the Town of Schenectady." 

Shannon, AIjExandeb: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Shannon, Geoboe: Baptized March 17, 1751; died Jannary 
8, 1829. A farmer. On March 13, 1776, he enlisted under 
Captain Gerrit S. Veeder, in Colonel Cornelius D. Wyn- 
koop's regiment, and served until February, 1777, when 
be was discharged. On July 23, 1780, he was sent to 
Albany under arrest as being connected with a plot to join 
the enemy or of supplying them with provisions. He was 
on August 11 released on bail. A pensioner under the 
Act of March 18, 1818. 
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SsAjnton, John : Died in April, 1821. In the fall of 1775 
he was enrolled onder Captain Abraham Oothont, 2d 
Albany County Militia. In the fall of 1776 he went to 
Jessap's Patent with the troops under Colonel Warner, 
and in the gnmmer of the same year he marched to Fort 
Edward. He served with the Northern Army daring 
Schnyler 'b retreat and waa at the battle of Bemis Heights. 
Prom May to June, 1778, he was on dnty when Cobleakill 
was attacked ; during the latter part of the summer he was 
at the Middle Fort, Schoharie, and in November at Switzer- 
berg near Canghnawaga. In the fall of 1779 he was on 
duty at Fort Paris and Fort Plain, serving durii^ this 
year both as a corporal and as a sergeant. In 1781 he 
again served as a corporal. His widow received a pension. 

Seahnoh, Bobbbt : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. On July 10, 1780, a Robert Shan- 
non enlisted for the war and was assigned to the 8th Com- 
pany, 4th New York lone. He deserted on October 23, was 
taken on November 20 and mustered to Jannary, 1782. 

Shannon, Thomas : Baptized Becember 20, 1752. His name 
appeals on the rolls of tiie 2d Albany Comity Militia. On 
October 28, 1776, a Thomas Shannon enlisted for the war 
and was assigned to the 4th Company, Ist New York Line. 

Shannon, William : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Sheabeb (alias Shbbwood), Jaubs: Died December 31, 
1818. He served as a private in the New York Line. A 
penmoner under the Act of March 18, 1818. 

SHELLma, Albxandbb : His name appears on the roUs of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Shellt, Sauubl: He was enrolled under Captain Thomas 
Brower Banker, 2d Albany County Militia. In January, 
1776, he took part in the expedition to Johnstown, m 
which occasion he and three others constituted the party 
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eatrosted with the flag of truce. On Marcli 1, 1776, he 
signed an agreement with Philip Schuyler for service at 
Lake George and Ticonderoga, and on Sept«mber 23, en- 
listed for one ^ear in Captain John A. Bradt's company 
of State Rangers. He held the rank of sergeant. On 
December 4 he was discharged as unfit for duty, but later 
he returned and served for nearly a year, when he was 
again taken cdck and placed in the hospital at Albai^. 
After three we^s he was removed to Schenectady. In 
consequence of his continued illness he was not required 
to join the army, "but he felt such anxiety for the suc- 
cess of the American cause that he procured one Donetly 
as a snbetitute and said Donelly served to near the end of 
the war when he died." In spite of his ailments Shelly 
again entered the service, for in the summer of 1777 he 
was on dnty six weeks with the Northern Army, and in 

1778 at Fort Plain and the Ixtwer Fort, Schoharie. In 

1779 he was at Fort Paris, and in 1780, under Abraham 
Van Eps, he marched to SaUston. He later moved to 
Si^brook, Connecticut. His widow received a pension. 

Shields, Daniel : A resident of Schenectady before and 
after the Revolution. In 1780 he enlisted under Lieuten- 
ant Philip Conine, 3d New York Line, and was later trans- 
ferred to the company of Captain George Sytez, 1st New 
York Lane. In this company he served to the end of the 
war. He was at Torktown, He received five hundred 
acres of land as a bounty. A pensioner. 

SiMONDS, Rbdbbn; Bom in 1736; died May 5, 1810. On 
April 19, 1777, he wag granted a tavern license by the 
Committee of Safety. His inn was on the west side of 
Church Street and came to be a popular place for the 
holding of public meetings. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia and the 2d Albany County 
Militia, Land Bounty Ri^^ts. 
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SuiLiB, John; His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Smith, Adah : Baptized January 28, 1750. His name ap- 
pears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

SuiTH, JoHM: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militrn. 

Suite, Robebt: He was enrolled onder Captain Jellis J. 
Fonda, 2d Albany County Militia. In the aommer of 1780 
he waa attached to Colonel Malcolm Graham's regiment, 
having been drafted from the Schenectady militia. He 
marched to West Point and while there every fifteenth man 
was selected to join the Begnlar Army. He was among 
those selected. He is said to have served at least six months 
in the Levies nnder Colonel Marinas Willett. His widow's 
claim for a pension was rejected. 

Shell, Major: Bom April 26, 1720; died September 24, 
1818. He came from Yorkshire, England. A merchant. 
On September 11, 1776, he was ordered confined to the 
Albany jail by the Schenectady Committee of Safety. On 
the eighteenth he refused to sign the Association or to swear 
allegiance and was therefore ordered recommitted. In May, 
1777, he was recommended to the field officers as "a dao- 
gerons person," and on the twen^-second voluntarily took 
an oath that he would take up arms in defense of the coun- 
try in case of any invasion. 

Snow, Ephkauc : ' He was appointed an ensign under Cap- 
tain Gerrit S: Yeeder, Colonel Cornelius D. Wynkoop's 
raiment On April 12, 1776, he delivered his commjasion 
to the Committee of Safety, giving as his reason for remgn- 
ing that the men were matinons and dissatisfied with the 
appointment of Yeeder as captain. He was later induced 
to ask for the return of his commission and bis request 
was granted by the Board, but with a word of caution 
regarding his future behavior. On November 21, 1776, 
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he was Bervin^ as a Becond lieutenant in the lat New York 
line. He was promoted to the rank of first Ueatenant on 
March 26, 1779, and served in this capacity until Jane, 
1783. 

Speck, Abraham : His name spears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Cotinty Militia. 

Speck, Tobias: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connly Militia. 

Staut, Gbobob: Bom at Tmxberry, N. J., Joly 6, 1753; 
died June 7, 1832. In the spring of 1775 he lived in 
Prineetown and was enrolled tmder Captain Thomas 
Wasson, 2d Albany County Militia He was not called 
Qpon until 1776, after which time he served to the end 
of the war. In 1776 after the defeat of the American 
forces on Lake Champlain he served with a detachment 
of Colonel Wemple'a regiment under General Ten Broeok 
in guarding ammunition conveyed from Albany to Skenes- 
boroT^L In the summer of 1777 he served with the 
Northern Army from the evacuation of Ticonderoga to 
the surrender of Burgoyne, with the exception of about 
three weeks, when be hired a sabstitate. He was in the 
encounter at Snookkill, but not in the battle of Bemis 
Heights, being on sentry dn^ and amoi^ the troops not 
called upon. In 1778 he served under Colonel Wemple 
in bringing ammunition and cannon from Ticonderc^ to 
Albany. He performed duties at various times at Scho- 
harie, Cobleskill, Fort Paris, Fort Plain, Fort Plank, Balls- 
ton, and in the expeditions to Cherry Valley, Warren's 
Bush and Caughnawaga. A pensioner under the Act of 
June 7, 1832. 

Stalest, Jaoob: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Counly Militia. 

Staley, Mattbus: Bom in New Jersey in 1737. In 1776 
he enlisted at Schenectady, i^ere he then lived, under 
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tSjaAert Wemple and during the year served adz months. 
Dnring the Tear 1777 he served tiiiee months under Cap- 
tain Thomas Wasson, 2d Albany Cotutty Militia, being 
present at the Borrender of Qeneral Borgoyne. In 1778 
he enlisted for aix months in the battean service on the 
North Biver. In 1779 he served at Stone Arabia <m draft 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coonty 
Militia, Land Bounty Rights. He lived in Schenectady 
and Dnanesborgh after the Bevolntion and in 1804 moved 
to Blenheim, Schoharie Coonty. A pensioner. 
Stanut, John: His name appears on the rolls of tiie 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Steelet, Hembt: His name spears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

Stkebs, John; Baptized October 15, 1732; died Febmary 
12, 1811. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia and the 2d Albany Connty Militia., Land 
Bounty Bights. In 1778 he was enrolled mider Captain 
Jesse Van Slyck. 

Steers, Pftkb : Baptized Jannaiy 7, 1739. In 1778 he was 
enrolled under Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany Cooitty 
Militia. 

Stevens, John: Baptized March 31, 1745. On March 1, 

1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Sehnyler for 
service at Lake George and Ticonderoga. On April 1, 

1777, he was elected fire master at Schenectady, and on 
September 11 was sent to give information to the Albany 
Committee regarding the ctmdition of the army at Sara- 
toga. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia. 

Stevens, NiOHCOiAs: Bom November 14, 1734; died Sep- 
tember 19, 1788. On April 12, 1776, it was reported to 
the Schenectady Committee that he had gone ap the North 
Biver to trade without a certificate from the Board. On 
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the same d&7 General Schoyler was informed regarding 
him, as it was sospected that he had or might obtain a 
paas throi^fh a misrepresentation. On August 8, 1778, he 
was summoned before die ComnussioneTs of Con^iracies 
to render satisfaction touching his conduct during the 
war, in accordance with the Act regarding neutral and 
equivocal characters. He was tendered the Oath of Alle- 
^anee and granted time to consider its acceptance. On 
August 15 he refused to take the Oatii and was cited to 
appear on September 5, ready for removal to the enemy's 
lines. On August 28 be was authorized to go to Canada, 
on his pronuse, of thereafter maintaining a strict nentral- 
ity. On September 3 bis name was transmitted to General 
Clinton that he mi^t, if he thought proper, detain him 
for the purpose of an exchange. On September 8 he was 
ordered removed. 

Stbvkns, WnuAH : Baptized September 10, 1732. On Feb- 
ruary 10, 1776, he was elected a second lieutenant in one 
of the newly organized Schenectady militia companies. On 
April 1, 1777, he was elected overseer of highways. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, 
Land Bounty Bights. 

Stewabt, Duoel: His name appears on Hie rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Stewabt, David : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany County Militia. 
Stdabt, Gbobob: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany County Militia and the 2d Albany Count? IhCIitia, 

Land Bounty Bights. 

Stdabt, James : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia, Land Boun^ Bights. 

Stuabt, John: In October, 1778, he was serving as a ser- 
geant in the 2d Albany County Militia in command of a 
detail to Cobleskill. In 1781 he was a member of Ci^>tain 
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John Gronaehom's compaoy of artillery, and in July, 1782, 
was on scoot daty at Harpersfield. 

Stdabt, John: "At the commencement of the unhappy con- 
test betwixt Great Britain and her colonies, I acqoaintad 
the Society [for the Propagation of the Qoepel] of the 
firm reliance I had on the fidelity and loyal^ of my con- 
gregation, which has justified n^ opinion; for the faith- 
ful Mohawks, rather than swerve &om their allegiance, 
chose rather to abandon their dwellings and property; and 
accordingly went in a body to General Bni^yne, and 
afterwards were obliged to take shelter in Canada. While 
they remained at Fort Honter I continned to officiate as 
nsnal, performing the pnblic service entire, even after the 
Declaration of Independence, notwithstanding by so 
doing I incurred the penalty of high treason by the new 
lawa As soon as my protectors were fled I was made a 
prisoner, and ordered to depart the province with my 
family, within the apace of four days or be put into close 
confinement, and this only upon suspicion that I was a 
loyal subject of the King of Great Britain. Upon this I 
was admitted to 'paroles' and confined to the limits of the 
town of Schenectady [June, 1778], in which sitnaticni I 
have remained for upwards of three years. My house has 
been frequent^ broken open 1^ mobs, my property plun- 
dered, and, indeed, every kind of indignity offered to my 
person by the lowest of the populace. At length my farm, 
and the produce of it, was formally taken from me in 
May last, as forfeited to the State; and, as the last re- 
source, I proposed to open a Latin school for the sup- 
port of my family. But this priviledge was denied, on 
pretence that, as a prisoner of war, I was not entitled to 
exercise any lucrative occupation in the State. I then 
applied [March 30, 1781] for permission to remove to 
Canada, which, after much difficulty and expence, I ob- 
tained upon the following conditions: — to give bail in the 
sum of £400, to send a rebel colonel in my room, or else 
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return to Albany, and sorrender mjrself a prisoner when- 
ever required. In consequence I set oat on 1117 journey 
from Schenectady on the 19th of September last, vitb my 
-wife and three small children; and, after soffering much 
fatigue and difScoIty, we arrived safe at St. John's in 
Canada. ... I cannot omit to mention that my church 
was plnudered by the rebels, and the pnlpit.<doth taken 
away from the pulpit; it was afterwards employed as a 
tavern, and a barrel of nun placed in the readii^-desk. 
The socceeding year it was used for a stable, and now 
serves as a fort." Letter of John Stoart, n.d. 

Sullivan, Chablbs : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia. His widow's application for 
pension gives no facts regarding his service and her claim 
was rejected. 

ScLuvAN, Jacob: Died before Febmary 25, 1780. OnJvne 
20, 1778, he was commissioned ensign in Captain Thomas 
Wasson's company, 2d Albany County Militia. 

SwABT, Jacobus: Baptised October 19, 1740. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

SwABT, James : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 

Albany County Militia. 
SwABT, Nicholas: Died March 1, 1825. He lived in Glen- 

ville, five miles above Schenectady, near the Fourth Flat. 

He served as a sei^ieant under Captain John Van Patten, 

2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

SwABT, Tednis: Lived in Glenville near the Fourth Flat 
abont five miles from Schenectady on the north side of the 
river. His house which stood on the river bank, was of 
brick, and daring the Bevolution it was stockaded and 
used as a fort, having as an armament a small field piece. 
The house was removed prior to 1873. Swart served as a 
lieatenant in the company of Captain John Van Patten, 
2d Albany County Militia, his commission being dated 
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Jtme 20, 1T78. He bIbo served eight montliB as a lien- 
tenant in the Levies. He was spoken of as having been a 
brave, active, TigiUnt and much beloved officer, ready on 
all occasions to turn out with his men. He served in all 
the principal expeditions up the Mohawk from 1778 to 
the end of the war. When the troops onder Colonel WU- 
lett went in pursuit of Walter Butler he commanded the 
advance guard and was in the battle when Bntler was 
killed. The claim for pension made \iy his two sons was 
rejected on the gnnmd that Swart had died prior to the 
Act of 1832. 

Sweet, Caleb: Bom in Schenectady and practiced medi- 
cine here after the war. He died in 1823. On November 
21, 1776, he was serving as surgeon's mate in the 1st New 
York Line. From October 13, 1779, until the close of the 
war he served as a surgeon io the same regimenL 

Swrrs, Abbabau: Bom October 31, 1730; died Angnst 17, 
1814. On October 5, 1775, he was recommended to the 
Provincial Congress by the Committee of Safety for the 
office of first major among the field officers to be assigned 
to the Schenectady militia. On October 20 a commission 
was issued in his name. On July 9, 1777, he was under 
orders to march with the militia to Fort Edward, but on 
August 10 was ordered detained in town with his troops 
by the Committee because of a Tory plot On August 11, 
assisted by a detachment of Continental troops, he arrested 
seventeen Tories. From April 7 to 14, 1778, he com- 
manded a detachment of one hundred and twenty-five 
whites and a few Indians to Beaverdam to apprehend 
Tories. On Jane 20 he was reappointed major. In the fall 
of 1780 he served at Fort Hunter, and in October marched 
to Ballston after the raid. In November, be performed gar- 
rison duty at Fort Paris, and in August, 1781, a like Wbt- 
vice at the Upper Fort, Schoharie. 
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SwTTs, Hendbice: Baptized in October, 1762; died Sep- 
tember 18, 1825. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Comity Militia as serving tinder Captain John 
Mynderse. 

SwTTS, Ibiao : Bom in 1721 ; died in 1790. His name ap- 
pears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia and Hie 
2d Albany Coonty Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

SwiTS, Jacob: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albai^ County Militia. 

Swrre, Jacob A. : Bom November 3, 1762 ; died November 
21, 1835. He served as a private onder Captun John 
Mynderse and as a corporal onder Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 
2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

SwTPB, Wam™: Bom in 1754; died October 31, 1823. 
Btiried in Yale Cemetery. On May 1, 1776, he made appli- 
cation to the Committee of Safety to be dismissed from 
Captain Qerrit S. Veeder's company on a plea that he had 
not been fairly enlisted. On the testimony of Lieutenant 
Bates that the enlistment was regular the Committee, how- 
ever, refused to interfere. On May 6 he complained to 
the Committee that the officers of the company had refused 
to "take a sofficient man in his place." In Jane, 1776, 
he was serving as a lieutenant in Captain John A. Bradt 's 
company of State Bangers. Abont February 15, 1777, he 
was enlisted as a lieutenant in Captain Giles Wolcott'a 
company. Colonel Seth Warner's re^^ent. He remained 
in this company until September, 1780, when he resigned 
and returned to Schenectady. In March, 1782, he com- 
manded a company of forty-six men raised to keep guard 
at Forts Volunteer and Squash, Schenectady. EQs widow 
received a penaon. 

SwoBos, Teoicas: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coon^ Militia as serving under Captain Thomas 
Brower Banker. 
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Taws, David: Bom in Scotland, December, 1748. He vas 
living at Princetown iriien, on July 1, 1776, he enlisted 
for mx. months in the company of Captain Henry Marae- 
Us, Ist New York Line. He served until December, per- 
forming daty at Skenesboronglt, Fort Qeoi^ and Fort 
Ann. In 1777 he was enrolled under Captain John tlLja.- 
derse, 2d Albany Conn^ Militia, and later served ondw 
C^taitt Thomas Wasson. In the fall he was at Fort Miller 
and Fort Ann. lu 1780 he was on duty when the Mohawk 
settlements were destroyed. He served to the end of the 
war. A pensioner onder the Act of Jane 7, 1832. 

Tatix>b, Solohon : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia as serving under Captain John 
l^detse. 

Taylor, Waube: In 1777 he was on duty with Colonel 
Wemple's regiment at Bemis Heights, and in the summer 
of 1778 he performed six weeks' garrison daly at the 
Middle Fort, Schoharie. In the fall of the same year he 
performed six weeks' garrison duty at the Lower Fort 
On April 27, 1782, he enlisted in the Levies, "for Cornelius 
Van Santvoord and class," under the Act of March 23, 
1782. His widow received a pension. 

Teller, Jaoobds: Baptized March 17, 1738; killed by the 
Indians at Detroit, September 27, 1784. In 1764 he was 
an Indian trader in company with John and Henry Olen. 
From his father he inherited part of the Teller lot on the 
east comer of Washington Avenue and Union Street. On 
May 26, 1775, he waa appointed a member of the first 
Committee of Safety in place of Tobias Ten Eyek, who 
had refused to serve. He served on the second Committee 
of Safety and on the Boards taking office June 2, 1777, 
and Jannary 5, 1778. On January 14, 1776, he was ap- 
pointed, with Harmanns Wendel, to confer witii the magis- 
trates with a view of having the watch doubled as on 
account of the nomber of strangers in town the Board 
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feared "some roil might happen." On Jane 2, 1777, he 
was elected assessor, and on Jane 7 appointed one of a 
conmiittee to confer mth the inhabitants regarding the 
election of governor. On June 24, 1779, he was again 
elected a member of the Committee of Safe^. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Conn^ Militia. 

TuxEB, John, Jb.: Bora May 18, 1765; died March 29, 
1790. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
floTiiity Militia. 

Telleb, Wiuiuu: Baptized Jane 14, 1740. He served as 
a sei^eant in Captain Abraham Oothont's company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. From Angnst to October, 1781, 
he was in command at Claas Yiele's Fort 

Ten Etok, Hbnbt: Bora Jnly 27, 1755. He served as a 
captain in a Connecticat regiment. He took part in many 
battles and was distingaished for gallant service. On 
Jaly 15, 1779, he fought in the advance colnmn at the 
storming of Stony Point under General Wayne and was 
wounded in the arm by a bayonet thrust. "He became 
very deaf [Judge Sanders quotes this from the veteran's 
own lips], owing to the fact that while crawling throi^h 
a cannon port-hole in the assault the piece was simiilta- 
neonsly fired over his body. ' ' A pensioner. 

Ten Etck, Jaoob T. : Baptized February 15, 1761. A mer< 
chant His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia and the 2d Albany County Militia, Land 
Bounty Rights. 

Ten Etoe, Mtndebt: Bom February 9, 1763; died October 
4, 1805. A merchant. On July 11, 1776, he was elected 
a member of ibe Committee of Safety. On January 15, 
1777, be was again elected a member of the Board. On 
May 8 he was appointed to purchase and deliver certain 
boards to the barhmaster at Fishldll. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 
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Ten Etck, Tobias : Bom August 16, 1717; died Febnuuy 
9, 1785. He moved to Sdieneetad7 about 1750. A mer- 
chant. He lived od the nortlieast comer of Governor's 
Lane and Front Street On May 6, 1775, he was chosen 
a member of the first Committee of Safety but refused to 
serve. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Connty Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

TxBvnLLiasB, Isaac: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

TEBvnujaER, Jaoobus: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Coonty MilitiA. 

Tebwiluseb, Solomon; Baptized March 26, 1749. On 
Febroary 28, 1776, he refosed to accept a recruitiag war- 
niDt with rank of ensign from the Provincial Congress. 
His name appears od the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
IClitia as serving under Captain John Van Fatten. 

THOifPeoN, John: Bom in Schenectady, June 21, 1755. 
On March 16, 1776, he enlisted in the Quartermaster's 
Deparbnent. He served nine months at Albany, Coey- 
mans, Dobbs Ferry, Tarrytown, Dover and other places, 
performing guard as well as fatigue duty. He served also 
at Troy in preparing posts for stockades and at Saratoga 
erecting fortifications. A pensioner. 

Thomson, Peteb : His name appears on the rolls of die 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

Thorn, Samitel: His name appears on the rolls of die 2d 
Albany Coonty Militia. 

Thobnton, James : In 1775 he was enrolled under Captain 
Thomas Wassoo, 2d Albany Coonty Militia. In Jannary, 
1776, he took part in the expedition to Johnstown. In 
1777 he performed three weeks' service at Fort Oeorge 
and Fort Edward, after which he was ordered to Oriskany. 
Dorcas Wright, his dan^ihter, stated that her father was 
in David McMaster's company, 3d Tryon Coonty Militia, 



Digitized byGoOgle 



INDirWUAL RECORDS OF SERVICE Xff 

and vraa at the battle of 0ri8kaii7. She remembered her 
father takinir a chest containiiur the Daoers relatinji to 
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Thornton, Thoius: He is meotionecl as haviiig serred aa 
a priTAte and as a lieutenant in Captain Thomaa Wasson 'a 
company, 2d Albany Coimty Militia. 

Toll, Chablbs: His name appears on the roUa of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Toll, Daniel: Baptized October 27, 1751. On October 20, 

1775, he was commissioned ensign in Ci^tain John Van 
Patten 'a company, 2d Albany Coon^ "Miliria. He waa 
reappointed Jane 20, 1778. In Janoary, 1776, he took 
part in the expedition to Johnstown, and in May, 1778, 
was at CobleskilL His name appears also as ensign in 
the 2d Albany Connty Militia, Land Bonnly Bights. 

Toll, John : Buried September 12, 1804. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Tbvax, ABinwAif I. : He is menticmed as having served as 
an ensign in Captain Thomas Wasson's Company, 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Tbuax, Awrjham J.: Bom April 4, 1737. On March 1, 

1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schnyler for 
service at Lake Qeorge and Ticonderoga. He served as 
an ensign in Captain John Mynderse's company, 2d 
Albany Gonnty Militia. On April 1, 1777, he was elected 
ponndmaster at Schenectady, and on April 24 commanded 
a sqoad of forty-five men detailed for da^ between Albany 
and Lake George. It is stated that he served as a lieuten- 
ant at the battle of Bemis Heights. On Jnne 20, 1778, he 
was r^fulariy commisaioDed ensign, and in the fall of 1780 
marched on an alarm to Fort Hnnter. 

Tbuax, Abbahau p. : Baptized April 28, 1753 ; died March 
13, 1822. Buried in Yale Cemetery. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, 

Tsuix, Andbqes: Baptized April 29, 1739. His name ap- 
pears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land 
Bounty Rights. 
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Tbuax, Cauib; Bom NoTember 19, 1747; died in 1808. 
Buried on the old Van Anken farm in the town of Guild- 
erland. The grave is on the ionth bank of the Bosen- 
Eill and about five hundred feet east of the house. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albanjr County Militia. 

Tbuaz, Isaac: On April 1, 1777, be was elected a collector, 
and on May 8, was engaged by the Committee of Safety 
to "tend the vratoh for the ensoing year, he having per- 
formed this service the past year." 

Tbuaz, Isaac I.: Bom in Schenecta^, Joly 16, 1756; died 
December 21, 1854. In March, 1777, he enlisted under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Christopher Tates and performed dnty 
at Fort Ann and Skeuesborongh until January, 177S, when 
he was honorably discharged. In October, 1781, he was 
drafted under Captain Walter Vrooman and served at 
the battle of Johnstown. Later in the same year, while 
serving in the same company he took part in an engage- 
ment with the enemy under Sir John Johnson and Jos^h 
Brant With sixty-three others be was taken prisoner and 
carried to Canada, where he was confined at Buck's 
Island. He remained a prisoner during the rest of the 
war and then retnmed to Schenectady. A pensiouer under 
the Act of June 7, 1832. 

TnnAX, Jacob J. : Bom April 4, 1737. On May 8, 1777, he 
was Bent to Albany a prisoner by the Committee of Safety 
because it was reported that he had said that "he was no 
Tory but that he was a King's man, that he had been taken 
prisoner once before t? the Committee of Schenectady 
and that he had a tomahawk ready if they came to take 
him again." He probably settled in Allany soon after 
tfiia time. 

Tbuax, Joeh : Bom Aognst 29, 1749. From March, 1777, 
to October, 1780, he served in Captain Giles Wolcott's 
company, Colonel Seth Warner's regiment. He was in 
the retreat from Ticonderoga, the battle of Bennington 
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and at Fort George, vbere his raiment was "almost en- 
tirely eat up and destroyed." Traaz was paroled by hia 
ofScer at Saratoga and permitted to return to Schenectady. 
Dnrii^ the yean 1780 and 1781 be served nnder Colonel 
Willett in the Leries. A penmoner. 

Tbuax, John P.: Baptized July 27, 1755; died August 12, 
1817. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia as serving under C^tain John Ifynderse. 

Tbuax, Psteb: Born August 27, 1725; died August 27, 
1797. Buried in Yale Cemetery. His name appears cm 
the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land Bounty 
Rights. 

TauMBnix, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

TuTTUB, Ezra: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

TuTTLB, Solomon : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militift, The name of Solomon Tuttle 
appears on the rolls of the 4th Company, 2d New YoA 
Line. He enlisted on May 5, 1778, for nine months and 
was discharged on February 9, 1779. 

Tnis, MiOHAXL ; B^tized September 18, 1763 ; died August 
28, 1804. Buried in Vale Cemetery. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Antwerp, Abent J.: On June 20, 1778, he was 
appointed ensign in Captain Abraham Tan Eps's company, 
2d Albany County Militia, but declined to aerve. 

Tan Antwerp, Qebbtt: Bom October 15, 1763; died May 
10, 1809. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia as serving under Captain Jellis J. Fonda. 

Van Antwerp^ John : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. On February 8, 1776, as a 
guard he accompanied a prisoner to the Albaity jail. 
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Yan Antwbhp, Pbtbb: Baptized December 15, 1745. He 
lived at Princetown. His name appears on the roUa of the 
2d Albany Count? Militia. 

Yah Amtwekp, Pbteb A.: Bom December 4, 1755. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Yan Ahtwxbp, SmoM J.: Bom at Schaghticoke, Albany 
Coonty, Febroary 2, 1751 ; died September 11, 1834. He 
was living in Schenectady when in September, 1775, he 
enlisted as orderly sergeant onder Captain Tacarus Yan 
der Bogart in a company of artificeTS. He served three 
months at Ticonderoga. From March 6 to November 20, 
1776, he served in Captain Ahasueras MaiseUs's company 
of artificers, vith the same rank as before, employed in 
erecting barracks, storehoases and works of defense at Fort 
Ann and Lake George. He served theresiter until the 
end of the war, for the most part as orderly sei^ieant in 
the company of Captain Thomas Brower Banker, 2d 
Albany County Militia. In 1777 he served throughout 
the campaign against Burgoyne. He was at Lake George 
at the time of the surrender of Ticonderoga. He retreated 
to Fort Edward, then to Stillwater, where his company 
was stationed on September 14, when Burgoyne crossed 
the river. He took part in the battle of September 19, 
and in the battle of Bemis Heights. In 1778 he was sta- 
tioned at the Schoharie Forts and at Sacandaga erecting 
blockhouses. In 1780 he marched with the troops under 
Colonel Willett in pursnit of Sir John Johnson and took 
part in the expedition to Batlstou. A pension was allowed 
him but it was later sospended. 

Van BtNTHxarsts, Mabtin: On September 5, 1776, he 
enlisted in Captain John A. Bradt's company of State 
Rangers. On March 13, 1777, he enlisted for the war and 
was assigned to the 8th Company, 1st New Toi^ Line. He 
was dischai^ed on November 13, 1778. His name appears 
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ou the roUfi of the 2d Albany Gonnty Militia, Land Boon^ 
Bights. 

Van Benteittseh, Pbteb: His name appears on the rolls 
of die 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van deb Booabt, Joseph: Bom NoTember 21, 1756. He 
was enrolled under Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 2d Albany 
County Militia. In 1777 he served in the campaign 
against BorgOTne. From December 24, 1779, to December 
24, 1780, he served as a sergeant under Captain Joseph 
Peek in the Qnartermaster's Department. In October, 
1781, he went with a detachment of militia to Fort Herki- 
mer, where they joined the troops under Colonel Willett and 
marched to JerseySeld. His widow received a pension. 

Van deb Bqqabt, Nicholas: On December 5, 1776, he 
enlisted for the war and was assigned to the 8th Company, 
1st New York Line. On May 1, 1779, he was promoted 
to the rank of corporal. He served seven years and three 
months and received six hundred acres of land as a bounty. 

Van deb Bogabt, Tacahus: Baptized Mwch 23, 1717; 
died in 1799. He lived on the north side of Front Street 
opposite Church Street. In September, 1775, he com- 
manded a company of artificers at Ticonderoga. On March 
1, 1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schuyler for 
service at Lake Qeorge and Tieonderoga. 

Van Dbehkyden, Daniel: Bom Pebmary 22, 1760. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Debhstden, David : Baptized in Albany, February 26, 
1758; died July 9, 1840. Buried in Vole Cemetery. A 
cooper by trade. He moved with his family to Schenec- 
tady about 1780. His village lot was on the north comer 
of Union and College Streets. In the spring of 1776, while 
living in Albany, he enlisted for mx months under Cap- 
tain Henry Marselis, Ist New York Line. He served at 
Skenesboroug^ Fort George and Fort Ann. In March, 
1777, he enlisted and served for nine months in Captain 
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TeoEiiB Fisher's company of state troops under Lieuten- 
ant-GoIonel Christopher C. Tatee. He was on duty at 
Fort Ticonderoga on its evacuation and served during 
General Schuyler's retreat and nntil the snrrender of Gen- 
eral Boi^yne. In 1778 he served for nine months in 
the state troops under G^tain William Peters, employed 
in the transportation of military stores and in regolar 
duty on the Mohawk River from Schenecta<fy to Fort 
Stanwix. In 1779 he served four months in a company 
of artificers at Saratoga and later marched with the tiroops 
of General Clintim's division against the Indians. He 
helped build the dam across the ontlet of Otsego Lake 
necessary to transfer the hosts to the Snsqnehanna Kiver. 
He remained at Tioga Point and there helped to take care 
of the sick soldiers who were left behind as the army pro- 
ceeded into the Indian country. On his removal to Sche- 
nectady he was enrolled under Captain Thomas Brower 
Banker, 2d Albany County Militia, and with his company 
marched to Ballston in pnrsnit of the enemy after the 
raid. In 1781 he enlisted and served four months in the 
Levies under Colonel Willett A pensioner under the 
Act of June 7, 1832. 

¥an deb Yolqen, Cobneliub: Bom July 25, 1731; died 
January 18, 1786. Buried in Vale Cemetery. On May 
7, 1776, he was elected a member of the third Committee 
of Safety. His name appears on the ' rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Van deb Volqen, Nicholas: Bom in August, 1722; died 
May 21, 1797. Buried in Vale Cemetery. A merchant liv- 
ii^ on State Street, On July 2, 1779, he was appointed 
one of a committee of four to sell salt to the people of the 
district. 

Van deb Volobm, Pbtb»: Bom June 10, 1733. He lived 
in Princetown. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 
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Van deb Webkbn, Mastin: Od December 5, 1776, he en- 
listed in Captain John A. Bradt'B company of State 
Bangers. On March 20, 1777, he enlisted for three years 
in the 8th Ck>mpany, 3d New York Line. He was dis- 
charged on March 20, 1760. 

Van DbibsbNj Henbt : A member of the third and fourth 
Committees of Safety. 

Yak Dbibsbn, John: B&ptized March 11, 1744. On Feb- 
mary 10, 1776, be was appointed by the Committee of 
Safety adjutant of the 2d Albany Coonty Militia, and on 
March 6 Henry Glen was instmcted to apply to Congress 
for his commission. He was reappointed on Jane 20, 1778. 
In the fall of 1780 he was serving at Fort Hunter. 

Van Dhiesen, Peteb: Bom in Scheneotat^, May 4, 1763. 
He was residing at Palatine when he entered the service. 
Id April, 1777, he volonteered for one year under Cap- 
tain Christian House, 2d Tryon County Militia. He served 
seven months and then, because of his father's illness, 
procured a subetitnte who served three months in his 
stead, after which time he returned and completed his 
term of service. At the e:^iration of his term he re-enlisted 
and served to the end of the war, with the exception of 
three months when Dennis Holembolt acted as a substi- 
tnte for him. A pensioner. 

Van Dtck, CoBNiuns: Bom October 8, 1740; died June 9, 
1792. Buried in Vale Cemetery. On May 27, 1775, he 
was appointed captain of militia by the Committee of 
Safety. On May 29 he was given orders for recruiting 
a company for the defense of Fort Ticonderoga, and on 
June 29 was commissioned captain by the Provincial 
Congress and assigned to the 2d New York Line. He 
served with distinction under General Montgomery and 
during the remainder of the Canadian campaign as a 
military aide-de-camp. On May 7, 1776, he was elected 
a member of the third Committee of Safety. On November 



Digitized byGoOgle 



IlfDIVJDVAL BEC0BD3 OF SERVICE 235 

21 he was commiaBioiied a lientenaot-colonel and sssigned 
to the 1st New York Line. During this year he was at 
one time acting as eommandant at Fort Qeorge. On 
Angnst 21, 1777, he was a member of a coTmcil of war 
held at Qerman Flats under the presidency of Major 
Arnold. He was at the battle of Monmoiith (Jane 28, 
1778) , and on December 23 was in command of Fort Schi^- 
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in the campaign against BnTgoyne as captain of militia. 
He probably also served prerions to this time as a captain, 
although the first recorded commission is that granted hj 
the Conudi of Appointment Jnne 20, 1778. He was in 
command of Tarious details for the apprehensioD of Tories 
and for guard daty, fais "beat" being the Aalplaats, a par- 
ticnlarlj exposed district. In the fall of 1780 be marched 
to Canghnawaga when the Mohawk settlements were 
destK^ed 

Yan Era, Alexandeb : Bom in Schenectady, Febmary 28, 
1762. He lived in Charlton. In February, 1778, he went 
out on scout dn^ twice in search of Joseph Bettis. In 
March, 1779, he enlisted onder Lientenant-Colonel Christo- 
pber C. Yates and for nine months performed f &tigne duty 
at Schuyler's Mills, building boats, erecting barracks, etc. 
He was honorably discharged in December. In 1780 he was 
drafted into Captain John Mynderse's company, 2d Albany 
Connty Militia, for service at Schoharie, and in 1781 twice 
drafted into Captain Abraham Van Eps's company, the 
first time for service at Stone Arabia and t^e second for 
service at Tribes HUl. A pensioner under the Act of 
June 7, 1832. 

Van Eps, Oebbtt: Bom in Schenectady, January 30, 1764; 
died in Ol^ville, May 19, 1844. In 1780 he was drafted, 
assigned to the company imder Captain Abraham Van 
Epa, 2d Albany Connty Militia, and detailed for garrison 
duty at Stone Arabia. In 1781 he was again drafted into 
the same company and served at Fort Plank for a period 
of aboQt three months. On one occasion he served on a 
Bconting expedition to Clifton Park and Ballston in parsnit 
of the famous Tory, Joseph Bettis. He was frequently 
out on emergency dnty. 

Van Eps, Jambs : In March, 1777, he enlisted for nine 
months in Captain Abraham Van Eps's company, 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. He served at Stillwater. He 
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"was also in Captain Daniel Toll's company and went 
from hia residence, alxtnt five miles from Schenectady to 
Caoghnawaga and served one month when Canghnawaga 
was burnt." His widow's application for pension was 
rejected. 

Van Eps, John: Bom in Glenrille, December 27, 1764; 
died Angnst 29, 1847. Boried in Wcot Glenville. Family 
tradition says that he took part in the battle of Oriskany 
and was one of tiiose who hdped carry General Herkimer 
onder the tree after be was woonded. In the fall of 1779 
be entered service as a snbstitnte (or his father and was 
enrolled under Captain John Van Patten, 2d Albany 
Coonty Militia. His first expedition was to Fort Paris 
soon after be enlisted. In August, 1780, be was on duty 
when Brant laid waste the country around Canajoharie, 
and in October of the same year he marched with the 
troops under General Van Rensselaer in pursuit of Sir 
John Johnson after the destruction of the Mohawk settle- 
ments. In October, 1781, he went with the troops under 
Colonel Willett in pnrsuit of Major Boss and Butler. He 
fongbt at tbe battle of Johnstown and went with the 
Indians who pursued Walter Butler to the West Canada 
Creek. He took part in numerous expeditions and per- 
formed garrison duties on -varioos occasions at many of 
the forts throughout t^e Talley. 

Yait Era, John BApnerr: Baptized April 29, 1739; buried 
July 13, 1805. Buried in Vale Cemetery. He lived in 
Glenville. On January 14, 1776, the Committee of Safety 
was informed that last summer he had supplied Sir John 
Johnson with a quantily of powder. On May 13 he com- 
plained to the Board regarding the wrongful enlistment 
of an apprentice boy who was under bim. On April 19, 
1777, he was granted a tavern liceuse by the Committee, 
and on July 9 be fcmished a wagon for use in the service. 
His name appears on tbe rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia. 
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Van Ep8, John J. : Bom in Schenectady, October 24, 1751. 
In 1775, he WM enrolled in Captain John Myndeise'a 
company, 2d Albany County Militia, and served in it until 
1777, when he was attached to the compao^ tmder Cap- 
tain Abraham Oothont. In 1775 he performed six montiis' 
service at Lake Q«oi^ in a company of artificers under 
Ciq)tain Jacob Yrooman, and in this company served eight 
months at Sken«8borongb in 1776 and eight months at 
Coeymans in 1778. In 1776 he took part in the e^^edi- 
tion to Johnstown. In 1777 he was ordered to Fort 
Edward and served with the Northern Army until after 
the surrender of Burgoyne. He was one of the detach- 
ment that brought Boi^yne a prisoner to Albany. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1778 he performed garrison and field 
duty at Fort Plank and Fort Plain when Brant laid waste 
tiie Canajoharie district. In 1779 he was on garrison duty 
at the Middle Fort, Schoharie, and in the fall of 1780 was 
under arms at the time of the Ballston raid. He performed 
various garrison duties especially at Schenectady. 

Van Ess, Gkbrtp: On April 19, 1777, he was granted a 
tavern license by the Committee of Safety. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Connty Militia. 

¥ak Ettbn, Benjamin: Bom in 1757; died April 22, 
1823. On March 17, 1776, he enlisted for nine months 
under Captain Gerrit S. Yeeder, Colonel Cornelius 
D. Wynkoop's regiment. He served nntii Pebmary 15, 
1777, when he was discharged. He was afterwards drafted 
and was present at the surrender of General Bui^ioyne. 
A pensioner under the Act of March 18, 1818. 

Van Gutsunq, GatNELTDS: Baptized November 13, 1726. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Connty 
Militia. 

Van GuTSLiNa, Euab: Died September 5, 1802. On April 
1, 1777, he was elected overseer of highways. His name 
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appears oa the rolls of the 2d Albany Conntr Militia, Land 
Boonty Rights. 

Yak GuTBUNe, Ja.oob; Born January 18, 1736; died 
Korember 19, 1803. His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Connty Militia and the 2d Albany County 
Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

Van GuYSUNe, Petes: Bom in 1744; died November 20, 
1624. He lived on the norl^ side of Front Street, his 
hoose being removed at the laying out of Governor's Lane, 
part of the lot on which it stood being used for the street. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia and t^e 2d Albany CoontT- Militia, Land Bounty 
Rights. 

Van Isobs, Dibe: Bom September 19, 1738; died Feb- 
roary 27, 1814. Boried in Vale Cemetery. He lived on 
Church Street in the second house north of the Dntch 
Chorch. On November 7, 1775, he was elected a member 
of tiie second Committee of Safety, being appointed chair- 
man on December 29. He was clerk of the Committee, 
taking office June 2, 1T77, and served on several snbae- 
qnent Committees. From May 9, 1777, to Janaary 18, 1760 
(when he was rednced as a sapemnmerary), he served in 
the general hospitals of the Northern Department, eight 
months as junior and the remainder of the time as senior 
snigeon. From May to June, 1778, he was at the Scho- 
harie Forts, where he took charge of the wounded after 
the battle of Cobleskill. On June 24, 1779, be was again 
elected a member of the Committee of Safety and on July 
2 was appointed clerk of the Board. During the fall of 
1780 he was in charge of the hospital at Schenectady, 
where he dressed the wounds of Colonel Brown's soldiers 
who were broogbt down after the battle of Klock's Field. 

Yan In«kk, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albai^ Conn^ Militi^t 
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Van Inqsn, John Yissoheb: Bom November 11, 1764; died 
Angnst 30, 1839. His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Comity Militia. In the fall of 1782 he aerrod 
on acoQt dnty at Jessnp's Patent with a detail of Ofieida 
Indians to apprehend Tories and deserters from the 
American cause. 

Van lN<mN, Joseph: B^itized October 3, 1762. He was 
living in Schenectady when he entered service. Prom 
November, 1778, to Mf^ 1, 1779, he acted as sorgeon's 
mate under his father, Dirk Yan Ingen, at Schenectady, 
with the rank of first lieutenant ; from June to November, 
1779, he acted as clerk and sorgeon's mate ondcr Doctor 
Stephen McCrea, physician and surgeon-general of the 
Flying Hospital, Continental Army; from November, 1779, 
to May, 1780, he acted as clerk and surgeon's mate under 
his father; from May to June, 1780, as clerk in the 
Quartermaster's Department of General Clinton's brigade; 
from June to August 1, 1780, as clerk to the Commissary 
Oeneral; from August 1, 1780, to M^ 1, 1781, as con- 
doctOT of ordnance and military stores under appointment 
from Qeneral Clinton, with rank and pay of first lieuten- 
ant; from May 1 to September 1, 1781, as first Ucatenant 
in Captain Hale's company. Colonel Willett's Levies. He 
served in Sullivan's campaign against the Indiana and was 
in the battle of Newtown. He often performed dnty as a 
su]^^n at the hospital in Schenectady, and while con- 
dnctor of ordnance had charge of a United States gun- 
smith's or armorer's shop located on Ferry Street Here 
several gunsmiths were employed for about a year in repair^ 
ing arms. Van Ii^en is remembered at this time as wear- 
ing "a kind of mixed coat and a cocked hat with a cockade 
thereon." He is spoken of as having been "actively and 
zealously engaged thronghont the war." A pensioner. 

Van Patten, Aabon N.; Baptized July 1, 1744. On 
October, 1775, he was recommended to the Provincial 
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Congress by the Committee of Safe^ to fill tlie office of 
ftdjatant amongr the field offlc«« to be aangned to the 2d 
Albany County Militia. On October 20 a commistdon was 
issued in his name, but on Jsnuary 13, 1776, he refused 
to accept it. On January 15, 1777, he was a member of 
the Committee of Safe^. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Yin Fatten, Adah : Bom in Glenville, November 17, 1757. 
He lived there during the war and afterwards moved to 
BotterdaoL Early in 1776 he enrolled under Captain 
John Van Patten, 2d Albany County Militia, serving as a 
drummer. In the fall of the same year he performed gar- 
rison duty at Fort Edward and Fort Ann, and in the 
summer of 1777 he was at Fort Edward. He served two 
months during Schuyler's retreat, after which he was taken 
sick and permitted to return home. In 1778 he performed 
garrison duty at the Schoharie Forts, and later went on 
several tours in pursuit of Tories. A pensioner under the 
Act of June 7, 1832. 

Tan Pattkn, Andrew ; Baptized March 5, 1754. On May 
27, 1775, he was appointed first lieutenant in Captain Jellis 
J. Fonda's company, 2d Albany County Militia, and on 
October 20 he was commissioned by the Provincial Con- 
gress, being reappointed on June 20, 1778. 

Yam Patten, Disk: Baptized January 3, 1724-5. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, 
Land Bounty Rights. 

Yan Patten, Fredebick: Bom in Glenville, November 11, 
1760, He lived there during and after the war. In 
November, 1776, he was enrolled as orderly sergeant under 
Captain John Van Patten, 2d Albai^ County Militia. In 
March, 1777, he enlisted for ten months in a company of 
batteaumen under Captain Myndert R. Wemple. He per- 
formed service cutting wood for the garrison at Schenec- 
tady and in transporting provisions and ammnnition from 
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Sohenectadr to Fort Stanwiz. In Jane, 1778, after the 
destractiOD of CobleskiU, he aasisted in hnrymg the dead 
and in pursoit of the enenqr. In 1780 he served two montha 
on gaard datf at Saratoga after the bomii^f of Caoghna- 
waga. In October, 1781, he marched to JohnBtown, bat waa 
there taken sick and sent home. A pensioner under the 
Act of June 7, 1832. 
Van Patten, Fbeiorioe D.: Baptized Febraaiy 15, 1761; 
died September 3, 1832. Cornelias Z. Van Santroord 
stated that while he was Berriog as an ensign in Captain 
Abraham Oothont's compajiy, 2d Albany Coanty Militia, 
¥an Fatten "told bim that he was about sixteen and 
prayed to be enrolled in said company, which request 
[was] complied with by advice and consent of his sape- 
rtor officers. When warned he [Tan Patten] was alw^s 
at his post and conducted himself with zeal and fidelity." 
Van Santroord further stated that be "was with him at 
Saratoga, Fort Edward, Fort Plain, Fort Plank, Ballstos, 
Schoharie and Cobleakill, said Frederick ever evincing the 
Qtmost readiness to serve his country and to risk his life 
on perilous occasions for her benefit. ' ' His widow received 



Van Patten, FaiaNBiucE S. : His name appeuv on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Tan Patten, Henbt: Baptized April 2, 1753. He served 
as a private and as a sergeant under Captain John Tan 
Patten, 2d Albany County Militia. 

Tan Patten, John : Bom September 29, 1739 ; died Janu- 
ary 10, 1809. Buried in a private cemetery on the old 
Tennis Swart farm about one and a half miles west from 
the village of West Charlton. On May 27, 1775, he waa 
elected ci^tain of tiie 3d Company of Schenectady militia, 
and on October 20 a commission was issued in his name by 
the Provincial Congress. In January, 1776, he took part 
in the expedition to Johnstown. On January 14, he was 
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ordered to place gaards at William Be Qraff's, Tetmis 
Swart 'a and Lewis Peek's "to prevent aujr onfiriendly 
persons or letters from passing upwards." On March 1 
he signed an agreement with Philip Schnyler for service 
at Lake Qeot^ and Ticonderoga. On April 1, 1777, he 
was elected overseer of highwaTS at Schenectady. He 
served throoghont the campaign against General Bor- 
goyne, was mentioned for bravery by General Gates at 
the battle of Saratoga and was assigned to carry the news 
of the British sturrakder to Albai^. (Family tradition.) 
On Jnne 20, 1778, he vros appointed "captain of the com- 
pany of the Beat wherein he resided" (the Westina). 
Captain Van Patten's company performed guard and 
patrol doty throughout his "beat" during the whole of 
the war, this being an especially exposed position. In 
November, 1778, he was in command of a detail on garri- 
son duty at Switzerbergh near Caug^awaga. In the fall 
of 1779 he was at Port Paris, and in October, 1780, in 
command of a detachment in pursuit of Sir John Johnson. 
Van Patten resigned from the service towards the oloae 
of the war. 

Van Patten, NiOHOL&a: On Angost 11, 1777, he was 
arrested by a detail of militia and Continental troops with 
sixteen Tories found in his house and bam with their 
arms and accoutrements. He was sent to the Albany jaiL 
On August 13 the Albany Committee refosed his release. 

Van Patten, NiOHOUis A. ; He served as a corporal and as 
a sergeant in the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Patten, Nioholas H. : His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Patten, Nicholas R. : His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Patten, NiOHOiiAs S.: Baptized October 21, 1750; died 
in Glenville, July 15, 1829. His name appeaia on the rolls 
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of the 2d Alban; County Militia as aerving under Captain 
John Van Patten. 

Yam Patten, Psteb: Baptized May 5, 1751. Hia name 
appears on the roUa of the 2d Albany Coun^ Militia, Land 
Bounty Bights. 

Van Patten, Phujp: Bom Febniary 12, 1743; died Sep- 
tember 15, 1812. His name appears on tlie rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Patten, Simon F.; Baptized Janoary 6, 1751. On 
October 20, 1775, he was commissioned second lieatensnt 
in Captain John Tan Patten's company, 2d Albany Coanty 
Militia. Hia name does not appear on the roster of regi- 
mental officers June 20, 1778 (ArchiTea, State of Nev 
York), although John De Graff states (Pension Office 
Becords B 10947) that in November, 1778, he served 
under him at a place called Switzerborgb near Canghna- 
wags, at which time he waa acting as a second lientenant 
in Captain Tan Patten's company. John Van Eps also 
states (Pension Office Becords 'W 27862) that Van Patten 
occupied snch a position in the fall of 1779. 

Van Santvoobd, Cobnelius Z. : Bom in Schenectady, May 
29, 1757 ; died March 12, 1845. He lived in Schenectady 
all his life. In 1776 he was an ensign in Captain Abraham 
Oothont's company, 2d Albany Coun^ Militia. In Jane, 
1776, he went to Qerman Flats with Oeneral Schnyler 
when he went to effect the Indian treaty. The same year 
he marched to Fort Ann, Fort Edward and Skenea- 
borongh. He was with the Northern Army during Schuy- 
ler's retreat and at the battle of Bemis Heights. On Jane 
20, 1778, he was commismoned ena^ by Governor Clin- 
ton. He performed service at Sacandaga under Oeneral 
Clinton, twice at Fort Hunter, at Canghnawaga, Johns- 
town, Canajoharie, Fort Plain, Fort Plank, the Schoharie 
Forts, CoblesMll, Ballston and Stone Arabia. The details 
of these duties are not available but they were nndonbt- 
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edly performed in coimection with the raids made at the 
Tarioos points eDnmerated. A pensioDer under the Act 
of June 7, 1832. 

Vas Santtoobd, Zegeb: Born October 12, 1733; died April 
18, 1813. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia, Land Boonty Bighta. 

Van Schaiok, Gesbit: On March 1, 1776, he signed an 
agreement with Philip Schuyler for serrice at Lake George 
and Tieonderoga. His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. In 1778 he was enrolled under 
Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Van Sice, Abrahau: Bom November 27, 1763. In June, 
1779, he enlisted under Captain Thomas Brower Banker, 
2d Albany County Wilitia, for duty at Can^mawaga, 
and in August of the same year, he went to Fort Plank 
as a volunteer also under Captain Banker. He served at 
various times thereafter at Fort Plank, Beaverdam, Balls- 
ton, Schoharie, Stone Arabia, Canajoharie and on several 
scouting ^cpeditions with the Oneidas, being assigned to 
the SetachmentB at the special request of the Indians. In 
1781 he was a member of Captain John Crousehom's 
company of artilleiy. 

Van Sice, CoBNELins: Bom March 29, 1737. On March 
1, 1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schuyler for 
service at Lake Geot^ and Tieonderoga. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany Comity Militia. In 1778 he 
was enrolled under Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Van Siob, Gtsbbbt: Baptized October 17, 1762. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia and 
the 2d Albai^ County MiHtiHj Land Bounty Rights. From 
May 1, 1779, to January 1, 1780, he served in the 3d Com- 
pany, 4th New York Line. 

Van Sioe, Isaac : His name appears on Uie rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 
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Van Siob, Jacobds: Bom Angnst 19, 1733. On March 1, 
1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schn^er for 
service at Lake Oeoi^ and Ticonderoga. On Decemher 
6, 1777, he was reported as having "goftered greatly" in 
a late fire. Hia name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Coonty Militia. 

Van Siob, John ; Bom Janoary 16, 1726. Hia name f^peara 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Sicz, Joseph: Baptized June 29, 1755. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. In 
1778 he was enrolled nnder Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Van Sltck, Adbian: Baptized Jane 23, 1751. He served 
as a corporal and sei^e^nt nnder Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 
2d Albany County Militia, and as a sergeant nsder Gap- 
tain John Mynderse. In 1778 he was enrolled under 
Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Van Sltce, Andrew : Hia name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Sltck, Anthont: Baptized April 29, 1733. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Sltce, Abbnt : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County TWi^itf'^. 

Van Sltce, CoBMELtns A.: Bom June 3, 1744; died 
January 27, 1799. On July 28, 1778, he was appointed 
second lieutenant in a company of Exempts formed in 
Schenectady nnder Captain Jacob Schermerhora. 

Van Slyck, Cobnbliub P. : Baptized December 1, 1736. On 
May 27, 1775, he was elected first lieutenant in Captain 
John Van Patten's company, 2d Albany County Militia. 
On May 29 he was appointed ensign in a company in the 
Continental Service xmder Captain Cornelius Van Dyck, 
for duty at Ticonderoga. On June 23 he was promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant and in this capacity served in 
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llie Cau&di&D ctawp$iga, his company t■A^""g part in the 
siege of St. John's and forming part of the detachment 
that reduced Chamblee. On March 1, 1776, he signed an 
agreement with Philip Schnylw for service at Lake Qeorge 
and Ticonderoga, and on April 24, 1777, was in command 
of a detail of forty-five men for dnty between Albany and 
Lake George. On May 7 he was elected a member of the 
third Committee of Safety. 

Van 9hYCK, Habuands: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany County Militia. On Fehniary 8, 1776, he 
was detailed as a gnard over a prisoner nnder committment 
to the Albany jaiL 

Tan Sltck, Harmanus A.: Bi^tized Jnne 3, 1750. His 
name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Connty Militia, 
Land Bonnty Bights. 

Van Sltoe, Jbbse : Bom Jnne 29, 1744 ; died in Septanber, 
1815. On Pebmary 10, 1776, he was appointed first lien- 
tenant in Captaia Ahasneras Marselis's company, 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. He probably was appointed c^t- 
tain soon after. In April, 1777, he was in command of a 
detail which marched to Sarat(^:a, where they joined font 
hnndred of the Vermont militia under Colonel Seth 
Warner and proceeded to Jeasnp's Patent, where "one 
Morrell," sent hy the British, was actively engaged in 
enlisting troops and erecting fortifications. He com- 
manded a company thronghont the campaign against 
General Borgoyne, and in April, 1778, commanded part of 
his company which joined a detachment of one hnndred 
and twenty-five whites and a few Indians nnder Major 
Abraham Swits for service in apprehending Tories at 
Beaverdam. In June he commanded a scout of fifteen 
whites and seven Indians to Coblesfcill. On Jnne 20 he 
was regnlarly commissioned captain, and in July was at 
Fort Plain on garrison du^. In March, 1780, he com- 
manded a detail of thirty men to Stone Arabia, and in 
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April went on scoQt duty to Glens Falla with fifteen whites 
and five Indians. From July to Angiut he waa stationed 
with a company of eighty men at tiie Middle Fort, Scho- 
harie, and marched in command of a company against 
Joseph Brant after the destruction of Canajoharie. In 
October he was on garrison dnty at Fort Plank. He did 
not go with the iXfxep^ nnder Qeneral Taji Sensselaer 
against Sir John Johnson bat remained at Fort Plain. In 
July, 1781, he was with a detail of thir^ men from Sche- 
nectady on garrison dnty at Fort Hnnter, and in October 
commanded a company in pursuit of Major Boss and But- 
ler after tiie burning of Warren's Bush, on which occa- 
sion his detachment captured twenty-seren prisoners. In 
October and November, 1782, he waa on garrison duty 
at Fort Heitimw. 

Van Sltck, Majbtin: Baptized October 20, 1748. On 
March 1, 1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schuy- 
ler for service at Lake George and Ticonden^a. His name 
appears op the rolls of Hie 2d Albany Goont? Militia and 
the 2d Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Bights. In 
1778 he was enrolled under Captain Jesse Van Slyck. 

Van Sltck, Pbteb: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Tan Sltoe, Sauubl: Baptized March 17, 1738. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, Land 
Bounty Bights. 

Van Vleoe, Benjamin: Bom in Schenectady, January 10, 
1756 ; living in 1837. A carpenter and wagoner by trade. 
On March 1, 1776, he enlisted as an artificer under Cap- 
tain Jacob Vrooman and served at Fort Qeoi^ until 
December. On March 1, 1777, he again enlisted as an 
artificer under Jacob Van Densen of Albany. He was 
stationed at Fort Miller, Fort Edward, Fort George and 
Ticonderoga, building boats in each of these places. He 
left Ticonderoga when the fortress was evacuated by Gen- 
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eral St Clair aad proceeded to within a few miles of 
Albany, retuming later to Saratc^a, He was present at 
the BBirender of Qeneral Bui^yne. On March 1, 1778, 
he again enlisted as an artificer under Captain Jacob Vroo- 
man, and served in bailding barracks and batteanx at Sara- 
toga and in rebnilding Qeneral Schooler's mills and house. 
His claim for pension was rejected. 

Tan Yobst, Abraham - Bfq)tized April 3, 1743 ; died about 
1833. He lived near Bomt Hills. Hia name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany Coon^ Militia, liand Bounty 
Bif^ts. 

Van Yobst, Ahasubrab: Baptized Aogaat 24, 1735. His 
name appears on &.e rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia, 
Land Bounty Bights. 

Yan YoBgi, James : He first entered the service nnder Cap- 
tain Van Sice, and from the spring of 1777 to the winter 
of 1780 he served as baggage master nnder appointment 
from Henry Glen, being stationed at Scbmectady, where 
he assisted ia the transportation of supplies. His widow's 
claim for pension was rejected. 

Van Yobst, Jaues J.: Bom in 1763. In 1778 he was 
enrolled in Captain Jesse Yan Slyck's company, 2d Albany 
County Militia. In the spring of 1779 he enlisted in 
Captain Silas Grey's company, 4th New York Line, and 
continued in this company until 1781, when he was detailed 
onder Colonel Henry Glen for service in the Quarter- 
master's Department for duty as a bosUer at the Conti- 
nental stables in Schenectady. A pensioner under the Act 
of M^ 15, 1828. 

Yan Yobot, JeujIS: Bom October 14, 1747; died August 
9, 1823. In 1775 he filiated under Captain Cornelius Yan 
Dyck and served eleven mtmths. He was at Quebec In 
Angnst, 1777, he enlisted in Captain Giles Wolcott's 
company, Colcmel Seth Wamer'a raiment, and served 
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until October, 1780, when he was taken prisoner "by the 
meuiy at Fort Qeoi^. He was taken to Canada and 
remained there until 1782, when he managed to escape and 
returned to find his regiment disbanded. Hia name ap- 
pears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia He 
received bounty lands from the State. A pensioner under 
the Act of March 18, 1818. 

Van Vobot, John B. : On August 15, 1778, it was certified 
by several of the more prominent inhabitants that he had 
kept a ferry for some time past across the Mohawk Biver 
at his house about a mile below the town, that a ferry was 
necessaiy there and that said Van Vorst was the proper 
person to keep it 

Van Vobst, John Jacob: Bom in Schenectady, January 
19, 1741 ; died in Qlenville, May 23, 1844. In the winter 
of 1775, with a detachment under Captain Jesse Van 
Slyck, he joined the troops destined to attack Quebec. 
He performed three weeks* serrice, probably with the 
force that went as far as Skenesborough and returned. In 

1776, at Fort Edward, he was drafted from the ranks by 
the quartermaster general to serve as wagon master. He 
received no regular appointment as such until September, 

1777, when a commission was issued in his name under 
which he served to the close of the war. In addition to 
his own personal services "at his own individual cost of 
£28 in specie in March, 1778, [he] furnished a recruit 
named John Able to enlist and serve as private in the 
army during the "War." Van Vorst served in the cam- 
paign against Buigoyne at Fort Edward, SnooUill and 
Bemis Heights. The greater part of his service was, how- 
ever, performed as barrack master at Schenectady, wher^ 
nnder Henry Olen, he superintended the b-ansportation of 
ammunition, baggage and provisions to the different posts. 
He "was frequently employed on important and confi- 
dential occasions as an Egress rider," and is spoken of 
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as h&Ting been "a faithful and biglil? asefnl friend to 
hisCotintry." 

Yam VOBST, PirrEB: Baptized Febroaiy 14, 1739. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albanr Comity Militia. 

Van Voest, Pmrjp D.: Baptized December 22, 1745; died 
April 3, 1830. On June 20, 1778, he was commissioned 
second lieutenant in Captain Abraham Van Epa's com- 
pany, 2d Albaiqr County Militia. His name appears on 
the rolls of the 2d Albany Comity Militia, Land Boant7 
Rights. 

Van YKAifKSN, Dbbice: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany Comity Militia. A pensioner under Ihe 
Act of Jmie 7, 1832. 

Vak Ybanksn, Oebbit: Bom in Niskaynna, March 10, 
1757. Prom June to December, 1776, he was enrolled 
mider Captain Nicholas Van de Kar, 12th Albany Count? 
Militia. From June to October 4, 1777, he served as a 
Tolonteer under Captain Nanning Yisscher of the same 
regiment He went to Fort Edward, Saratoga, Stillwater 
and then to Niskaynna, where he remained nntil after 
Burgoyne'B surpender. In Jmie, 1778, he volmiteered for 
serriee at Cheny Valley under Captain Collins, and in 
July went to Fort Plain under Captain John Vander- 
bm^h. During the year 1779 he moved to Schenectady 
and resided here for one year. He was enrolled under 
Captain Jellis J. Fonda, 2d Albany County Militia, and 
in September went as a volunteer to Stxme Arabia. His 
claim for pension was rejected. 

Van Veankbn, Maub: Bom in Schenectady, May 23, 1756; 
died July 1, 1833. He resided in Schenectady until 1830. 
He entered service some time in 1776 nnder Captain Jellis 
J. Fonda, 2d Albany County Militia, and served through- 
oat the war whenever called upon. He served about nine 
months in each of the years 1776 and 1777, most^ with 
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the Northern Atbxj. He was at Stillwater, bnt not in the 
batde, being out on scoat duty. He serred at Skenes- 
borottgh, Fort Ann, Fort Q«oi:^ and was present at Bar- 
goyne's surrender. He Tolnnteered to go to Bennington 
bat was recalled after having started because some of the 
officers claimed they had no ri^t to take their tro(^ ont- 
aide the State. In 1778 he served aboat six months, prin- 
cipally at Fort Hunter, Fort Plain and Caoghnawaga. 
On the call to Fort Hunter, Van Yranken and six others 
took with them a " nx poondter. ' ' He volnnteered to march 
to Fort Plain to check the rud of Bntler and on this 
occasion also took the cannon, his detachment firing it aa 
they approached the fort to alarm the enemy. They por- 
saed the enemy for three days. He served sbont four 
months each year in each of t^e fonr sncceedii^ years. 
This service was mostly in and about Schenectady, Balls- 
ton, Schoharie and Caoghnawaga. A pensioner. 

Van Ykaiieen, Nioholu: His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Van Ybankkk, Nicholas N. : His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Mlitia. 

Van Yranken, Righabd : Bom in Schenectady, Angnst 15, 
1763. In 1779 he Tolnnteered under Captain Thomas 
Brower Banker, 2d Albany County Militia, and in Augost 
was on duty for three weeks on a tour to Herkimer and 
again in the fall for two weeks to Fort Plank. In the 
summer of 1780 he was on garrison duty at Fort Flank, 
and in October of the same year he volunteered to march 
to Fort Hunter with a party of twen^ or thirty others 
^m Schenectady. They did not, however, arrive at the 
fort until after the battle of Johnstown and while the 
troops were in pursuit of the enemy. In 1781 he was OD 
varions touts to Fort Hunter, Stone Arabia and Fort 
Plank. On one occasion be served as a sergeant A pen- 
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Yak Tbankeh, Rtoebbt: Buried September 12, 1805. On 
March 1, 1776, he mgned an agreenteot -with Philip Schuy- 
ler for service at Lake Qeorge and Ticonderoga. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany Coanty Militia. In 
1779 he waa in command of the guard at Schenectady. 

Veddeb, Albsbt a. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Veddeb, Albkbt H. : Bom in Schenectady ; baptized March 
17, 1737; died in Amsterdam, Jane 21, 1800. "A man 
of note and a rec<^;nized patriot. He was captured by the 
Indians and Tories in a raid tbroogh the Valley bat dar- 
ing the retreat to Canada escaped and retnmed home." 

Veddeb, Albebt L. : Bom in the Schenectady Township, 
October 28, 1759. In October, 1775, he was enroUed ander 
Captain Abraham Oothont, 2d Albany Coanty Militia. In 
the spring of 1776 he enlisted for foar months in a com- 
pany of artificers onder Jacob Vrooman and was employed 
in bailding boats, storehonses, ete., at Ticonderogs, Lake 
Geoi^, Skenesborong^ and Saratoga. In the spring of 
1777 he again enrolled under Captain Oothont, and in the 
sommer of the same year served ander Captain John Myn- 
derse with the Northern Army daring Schayler's retreat 
and antil the sarrender of Borgoyne. In the fall of 1778 
he served two months on draft at Fort Paris, and in the 
sommer of 1779 was at Fort Plain. When Canajoharie 
was burned he was ordered to Fort Plank. In the spring 
of 1780 he was ordered to Fort Hanter when Caog^ina- 
waga was destroyed. He performed varioas gaard and 
garrison dnties. A pensioner. 

Veddeb, Alexlndeb: Bom in Albany, February 20, 1709; 
died in October, 1780. A member of the Committees of 
Safety taking wfflce Jane 2, 1777, and Janaary 5, 1778. 
The election of members to the Board taking office Jannary 
5, 1778, was held at his hoose, where were also held many 
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of tlie Committee meetii^{B. His name appears on the roUs 
of the 2d Albaof County Militia. 

Veddeb, Abent a.: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County MiliriA.. 

TsDDBB, Abent S. : Bom AogDst 14, 1735. He lived in 
Nicl:^rmia. On Febroaiy 10, 1776, he was elected sectmd 
lieatenant in Captain Thomas Brower Banker's company, 
2d Albany Conn^ Militia. On Mareh 1, 1776, he signed 
an agreement with Philip Schnyler for service at hake 
Geoi^ and Ticonderogs. On Jane 20, 1778, he was regu- 
larly commiBmoned second lieatenant in Captain Banker's 
company. In September or October, he served at Fort 
Plank and Stone Arabia, and in 1781 at Fort Hunter, Fort 
Plank and Stone Arabia. 

Ykddbb, Fbanois: Baptized Angnst 27, 1749. A merchant. 
On March 1, 1776, he Bigned an agreement with Philip 
Schuyler for service at Lake George and Ticonderoga. In 
M^, 1778, he commanded a scont to Sacandaga, and on 
June 20 was commissioned second lieutenant in C^tain 
Jesse Van Slyck's company, 2d Albany County Militia. 
In November he commanded a detail of thirty-six men 
for garrison duty at Fort Plain, and in May, 1780, com- 
manded a detail of thirteen men to Viele's BiftB to bring 
scowB from the north to the south side of the river to 
prevent the enen^ from crossing. In June, as an ensign, 
he commanded a detachment on an alarm to Schoharie in 
pursuit of Sir John Johnson, Brant and Butler, and on 
his return performed garrison duty at Schenectady. In 
August, 1781, he went to Viele's Rifte on scout duty witii 
a squad of ten men, and in M^, 1782, he was on patrol 
dnty at Harpersfield. 

Yeddeb, Fbederick : Bom in Qlenville, April 28, 1761. In. 
1779 he enrolled under Captain Abraham Oothout; 2d 
Albany County Militia, and in September performed duty 
at Stone Arabia and in October at Caughnawaga. On May 
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22, 1780, he vas sent to warn ont the company to go to 
Canghnawaga at the time the family of the Viaschers 
waa murdered. He was on dn^ three weeka. In 1780 he 
aerred two weeks at Fort Honter; two weeka at Cana- 
joharie, when the town was destroyed; two weeka at Fort 
Clyde, and in October eight daya at BaUaton. From 
Aagnst 1 to Norember 1, 1781, he was stationed at Claos 
Viele'a Rifts. A pensioner under the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Yeddeb, HABMAifus: Baptized March 4, 1739. His name 
appears on tiie rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. In 
1778 he employed Joseph De Golyer as a sabstitate. 

Vediob, Johm: Early in 1776, he went to Canghnawaga aa 
a private under Captain John Van Patten, 2d Albany 
Connty Militia. On September 17 he enlisted in Captain 
John A. Bradt's company of State Bangers, and served 
in it until the company was disbanded in the spring of 
1777, after which he enlisted as a minute man under Cap- 
tain Jellis J. Fonda. In 1778 he aerved under Captain 
Jesse Van Slyck, and in October, 1779, was on duty at 
Stone Arabia. In 1781 he was a member of Captain John 
Crouaehom'a company of artillery. His widow received 
a pension. 

Yeddkr, John: On February 25, 1780, he was commissioned 
ensign in Captain John Van Eps's company, 2d Albany 

Cnnnjy MiliriA.. 

VxDDEB, Nicholas Auoundeb: On July 9, 1777, he waa 
appointed to serve in the commissary department daring 
the absence of the militia at Fort Edward, but on account 
of complaints (he being enrolled in the militia) he was 
later towered to accompany the troops. He served aa a 
private in the 2d Albany County Militia under various 
captains and as a corporal under Captain Abraham 
Oothout 

Vbddbe, Philip: Baptized Juty 9, 1737; died May 6, 1822. 
He lived in Rotterdam. In November, 1776, he was serving 
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as a lieatenant under Captain John Van Patten, 2d Albany 
Coon^ Militia. In May, 1778, he waa on daty at Coblea- 
kilL On Jime 20 he vas regularly eommiasioned second 
lieutenant in Captain Van Patten's company. 

Veddeb, SniOM H. : Baptized November 11, 1744. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

VsED^f Babent: His name appears on the rolls of Uie 
2d Albany Conn^ MiliH* 



1, CoBNEUUS : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Comity Milit^^l^, 

Yekdeb, Gebbit (S. OB N.) : Bom in 1751. On May 27, 
1775, he was appointed a second lieutenant in a com- 
pany of minnte men formed in Schenectady. In July he 
was appointed first lieatenant in Captain John Mrnderse's 
company, being granted a commission l^ the Provincial 
Congress on October 20. In Janoary, 1776, he took part 
in ibe expedition to Johnstown. In Febmary he was 
appointed captaio of a company raised in Schenectady 
for the Canadian service, and on March 1 he was com- 
missioned a oaptain in the Continental Line mtder Colonel 
Cornelias D. W^nkoop. On April 10 he was appointed 
captain of a company of State Bangers in place of John 
A. Bradt, and on October 7 was commissioned captain of 
the 8th Company, Ist New York Inne. On December 5 
he resigned this commission bnt served as a captain with 
the New Yorit troops to the end of the war. In 1777 he 
served in the campaign against Bnrgoyne and had com- 
mand of a detachment at the battle of Bonus Heights. 
On July 1, 1782, he commanded a detail of forty men to 
Fort Plain and Fort Plank to act as gnards while the crops 
were being harvested. A pendouer under the Act of June 
7, 1832. 

Veeder, TTnT.Mtit S. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Comity, Militia. 
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Yeedeb, Hencbick: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

Veedeb, John B.: Bom in the Schenectady Towmship, 
November 6, 1760; died in Munroe Connty in Augost, 
1847. He lived in the Schenectady Township for four- 
teen years after the Revolution. In 1777 he served a short 
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it was attacked. la October, 1781, be marclied to Jobns- 
town and on his return goarded Ewme prisoners to Scbe- 
nectady. He was out on many alarms in parsnit of Tories 
and performed various gnard and garrison duties. This 
is the Nicholas Yeeder who is well remembered by many of 
the older generation as the last survivor of the Revolation 
in Schenectady. After the war he lived in a building 
known as the "Old Fort," situated in the present village 
of Scotia a few himdred feet north of the Yley Road and 
about one hundred feet west of Halcyon Street The bnild- 
ing was removed in 1891. A pensioner under the Act of 
June 7, 1832. 

Veedbb, Nicholas P.: Bom February 9, 1734; died Novem- 
ber 11, 1807. His house was on the lot bounded by Front, 
Green and Ferry Streets. On October 5, 1775, he was 
recommended to the Provincial Congress by the Committee 
of Safety to fill the office of second major among the field 
ofiBcers to be assigned to the Schenectady militia. On 
October 20 a commission was issued in his name, but on 
January 13, 1776, he refused to accept it. He is spoken 
of as having served as a captain in the Quartermaster's 
Department during the year 1776, although the records at 
Washington make special mention of the fact that there is 
no evidence to show that he so served. On March 3, 1777, 
he was a member of the Committee of Safety. His name 
appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Vbxdbb, Feteb S. : On May 10, 1776, Oeneral Schuyler was 
informed by the Committee of Safe^ that he had gone 
to Lake Oeorge without the permission of the Board and 
that he had repeatedly refused to sign the General Asso- 
ciation. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
County Militia. In 1778 he was enrolled under Captain 
Jesse Van Slyck. 

Veedeb, Sihok : Bom in Schenectady, 'iisj 1, 1748. Early 
in 1776, while livii^ at Caoghnawaga, he was appointed a 
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Bergeant under Captain John Davis, 3d Tryon County 
Militia. In July he was drafted for the Line but hired 
a substitute. During the fall he was stationed at Johns- 
town. He was not at the battle of Oriskaoy but was with 
the troops that went to the relief of Fort Stanwiz, later 
marching to Saratoga and being present at the surrender 
of Bnrgoyne. In October, 17S0, acting as quartermaster, 



Digitized byGoOgle 



S60 HISTORY OF 8CHBNSCTABY 

which rank he seeniB to have held to the end of the war. 
He was preeent at the battle of BemiB Heights. Dnrins 
the gammer and early fall of 1778 he vaa on duty at the 
Lower Fort, Schoharie. In the fall of 1779 he served at 
Fort Plain and Stone Arabia, and in the fall of 1781 was 
on ^ard dal? at Claas Viele's Fort. His son's applicatioD 
for pension was rejected. 

VissCHEB, John : Before the war a justice of the peace at 
Schenectady. On October 25, 1776, he was reported to 
the Qeneral Committee at Albany as "a person disaffected 
to the cause of American liberty." In May, 1777, he was 
recommended to the field officers as "a dangerous person." 
On May 22, he volontarily took the oath that he would 
take up arms in defense of the country in case of any 
invasion. On July 14, 1778, he was cited to appear before 
the Commissioners of Conspiracies to render satisfac- 
tion regarding his conduct during the war, conformable 
to the act respecting persons of neutral or equivocal char- 
acters. On July 17 he refused to take the Oath of Alle- 
giance, and on July 18 was ordered to hold himself in 
readiness to be removed to within the enemy's linea. On 
August 1 he expressed a willingness to take the Oath but 
was not permitted to do so, as the Act did not permit of 
the Oath being administered to one who bad once refused 
to take it. He was ordered to appear on August 14 ready 
for deportation. On May 24, 1779, the Oath of Allegiance 
was administered to him in accordance with the amended 
Act. 

TisscHEB, John, Jr. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County ICIttia. 

Yboouut, Abbahui : Bom in 1761 ; died Febmary 5, 1815. 
He is buried in the old Vrooman Cemetery on the Bar^ 
tholomew Vrooman farm, Albany Road. The graves are 
on a knoll in a small grove of evergreen trees sorronuded 
by a fence. His name appears on tiie rolls of the 2d 
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Albany Coun^ Militia and the 2d Albany Connty Militia, 
Land Bounty Bights. 

Vboouan, Adam : Bom in Schenectady, May 25, 1760. In 
October, 1776, he enlist«d nnder Captain John Myndetae, 
2d Albany Coonly Militia, and served to the end of the 
war, during the first part as a corporal and for more than 
two years as a sei^eant. In the sommer of 1777 he was 
with the Northern Army daring Schnyler's retreat, 
actively engaged in the battle of Snookkill, in the battle 
of September 19 and in several other skirmiahes. He 
remained on daty until after the snrrender of Bnrgoyne. 
In 1778 he performed garrison doty at Canghnawaga, 
Palatine, Fort Paris and Fort Plank, one month at each 
place except at Fort Plank, where he remained two months. 
He mounted guard at the three forts in Schoharie both 
before and after the destruction of the Schoharie settle- 
ments; also at CoblesMll and Brakabeen. In October, 1781, 
he marched to Johnstown. On nnmerons occasions he 
served as a scoot and spy, and when not ont on expeditions 
performed goard daty at Schenectady. A pendoner ander 
the Act of Jane 7, 1832. 

Yboouan, Adah S. : Baptized March 5, 1754 ; died Aagast 
3, 1808. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Coonty Militia. 

Yrooiiak, Abent: Bom Jane 14, 1758; died Febraaiy 18, 
1814. He served nnder Captain Thomas Brower Btmker, 
2d Albany Coanty IClitia. 

Vbooman, Barknt: Bora December 24, 1725; died Novem- 
ber 16, 1784. He was pastor of the First Dnt«b Church 
daring the Bevolation. 

Vbooman, CoBif&uns: Bom Febraary 4, 1722; died in 
1806. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany 
Cooniy Militia, Land Boanl^r Bights. 
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Yboouan, Datid : His name appears on the rolk of the 2d 
Albany County Mjlitift 

Vbooiun, HENifluOK: Bom October 23, 1757; died Janu- 
ary 30, 1813. He it boried in the old Yrooman Cemeteiy 
on the Bartholomew Yrooman farm, Albany Boad. The 
gravea are on a knoll in a small grove of evergreen trees 
mrroonded by B fence. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany Connty "Militi^. 

Yboohan, Isaac: Bom November 13, 1712; died Jnce 1, 
1807. He had a farm at the Brandywine Mills. On May 
7, 1776, he was elected a member of the third Committee 
of Safe^. He was also a member of the fourth Commit- 
tee and on March 3, 1777, was elected a member of tlie 
fifth Committee of Safet?. On April 1, 1777, he was 
elected a supervisor. In 1779 he was a member of Assem- 
bly under the first State Conatitation. 

Yboouah, Jacob A.: Baptised December 30, 1747; died 
in GlenviUe, July 21, 1831. On March 1, 1776, he signed 
an agreement with Philip Schuyler for service at Lake 
Geoi^ and Ticouderoga. 

Yboohan, Jacob I. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Yboouan, Jacob J.: Baptized March 30, 1755. He inher- 
ited his father's farm three and one half miles south of 
Schenectady. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Connty Militia. 

Yrooman, Jacob S. : Baptized November 13, 1723. A car- 
penter. In 1775 a company under his command served 
at Ticouderoga and vicini^, building boats preparatory 
for the American invasion of Canada. On March 1, 1776, 
he signed an agreement with Philip Schuyler as an over- 
seer of a company of carpenters for service at Lake Qeorgo 
and Ticouderoga. In March, 1778, he commanded a com- 
pany which marched to Saratoga and remained tiiere 
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throogbont the season, bailding boats and rebnilding Gen- 
eral Schuyler's honse and mills which had been burned hj 
the British the year previous. His name appears on the 
rolls of the 2d Albany County AGlitia, Land Bounty Rights. 
Ybooiun, Jobn B. : Baptized January 13, 1745. On Octo- 
ber 20, 1775, he was commissioned ensign in the 4th Com- 
pany, 2d Albany Coun^ Militia. On November 22 he 
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1778 when he was promoted to the rank ot eudgn. He 
did not, however, receive a regular commiasiou until Feb- 
ruary 25, 1780. In the faU of 1776 he marched to Still- 
water, thence to Fort Ann, remaining some time on dnty 
at each place. From Fort Ann he proceeded down the 
Wood Greek to Skenesboroagh as a goard for proTision 
boats. From S^tember 27, 1777, ontil a few days before 
Borgoyne's sorrender, when he was taken sick and obliged 
to return home, he served with the Northern Army. Is 
the fall of the same year he waa appointed a deputy eom- 
nuBsary of the Northern Department to purchase hospital 
supplies, and served in this capacity until April, 1778. 
During the year 1778 he performed garrison duty at Fort 
Paris, and was at one of the Schoharie Forts when Cobles- 
kill was destroyed. He was at Fort Plain and Fort Plank 
when the Indians and Tories raided that section, and 
when the alarm gun waa fired at Fort Plain he was one 
of the men who went in front of the camion for the relief. 
In October, 1781, he waa on duty at Canajoharie when 
Walter Butler was Hlled. He was spoken of as "a valiant 
officer." He died before his claim for pension was granted 
and his son's application waa rejected. 

Veooman, Nicholas : On August 12, 1777, he was arrested 
and sent to Albany as implicated in a Tory plot. 

Vboouan, StuoN J. ; Bom in Schenectady, August 3, 1760 ; 
died November 10, 1841. He removed from Schenectady 
in 1787. In March, 1777, be entered the service in the 
the Quartermaster's Department under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Christopher Yates, being stationed at Fort Ann. He was in 
active service during Schuyler's retreat, in the battle of 
Bemis Heights and with the troops under General Arnold 
to the relief of Fort Stanwiz. tn March or April, 1778, 
he performed three months' service at Schuyler's Farms, 
building boats, and in August of the same year he enrolled 
in the company of Captain John Myndeise. He was sta- 
tioned three months at Fort Paris. In June, 1779, under 
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IdentenaDt-Colonel Gliriatoplier Tates he went to Tioga 
Point with the boats conveyiDg baggage and anunonition 
for Qeneral Clinton's divisiou. He was afterwards sta- 
tioned six weeks with Captain John Mynderse's company 
at Fort Herkimer. In August, 1780, he was commissioned 
a subaltern by the Council of Appointment and sssigned to 
the company of Captain John Burnett, Colonel Lewis 
Dubois's Levies. He performed gnard duly at Fishhill, 
Dobbs Feny and later at Fort Plain, and on the approach 
of Sir John Johnson was sent as an express to Schenectady, 
returning to the fort on the third day. He was in the 
engagement at Stone Arabia when Colonel Brown was 
killed, and in the second action after the arrival of Qen- 
eral Yau Rensselaer. He went in pnramt of the enemy 
as far as Fort Herkimer, remaining there six weeks until 
relieved by the Regulars, when he returned to Schenec- 
tady, la April, 1781, fae was commissioned a subaltern 
and assigned to the company of Captain John Gross, 
Colonel 'Willett's Levies. He was stationed at Fort Plain, 
and in July took part in the engagement known as the 
battle of Torloek, in which Captain Robert McKean was 
killed. He went in pursuit of the enemy after the destruc- 
tion of Warren's Bush, was in the battle of Johnstown and 
joined in the pursuit of the enemy after the battle. His 
widow stated that at the close of the war Yroomau held a 
commission as lieutenant. A pensioner. 

Vboouan, 'WAin-EB: On June 20, 1776, he wss commissioned 
first lieutenant in Captain Jesse Van Slyck's company, 2d 
Albany Gonnty Militia. In September he was on garrison 
duty at the Middle Fort, Schoharie. In 1779 he was serv- 
ing as a lieutenant in the Jjeviea From Ai^nst to Novem- 
ber he commanded a company at Schoharie mustered at 
Schenectady and attached to Colonel Butler's regiment 
On October 23, 1780, while serving as a lieutenant in 
Colonel Harper's Levies, he was taten prisoner by forces 
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onder Sir John Johnaon and Jtweph Brant and removed 
to Canada, where he was held nntil the end of the war. 

Wagqerhan, Giobob: On January 22, 1777, he mlisted in 
Captain John A. Bradt's company of State Bangers, and 
on March 26 enlisted for the war and was aaiigned to 
Captain Leonard Bleecker's company, 3d New York lone. 

'Wagoebman, Michael: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany County MiUtia, 

Waqneb, Andrew: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Conn^ Militia. 

Waqneb, Michael: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Waqneb, Nicholas: His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Wabd, Chbiotofh^: Bom at Stone Arabia, July 18, 1757; 
died November 13, 1838. Buried in Vale Cemetery. He 
lived in Schenectady durii^ and after the war. In Jana- 
ary, 1776, he was enrolled in Captain Abraham Oothout's 
company, 2d Albany Coonty Militia. He took part in 
the expedition to Johnstown, and in the fall of the same 
year was on guard at Johnstown and Switzerbergh. In 
the spring of 1777 he was drafted nnder C^tain Jesse 
Van Slyck and marched to Jessnp's Patent. This same 
year he served daring Schuyler's retreat, at Saratoga, 
Stillwater and Bemia Heights, part of the time as a sab- 
stitute for Harmon Peteis. From March to July 18, 1776, 
he served as a blacksmith in the Continental Army; he 
then enlisted and served three months in Captain Thomas 
Patten's company of artificers. Wil^ this company he 
went to Albany, Fishkill, Fredericksborg, White Plains and 
Dover. In the fall of this same year he went with a detach- 
ment from Colonel Wemple's regiment towards Cherry 
Valley. From Jamuiiy to May 1, 1779, he served in a 
company of artificers nnder Captain John Clute, and in the 
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spring of 1780 performed three weeka' duty et Schoharie. 
In the eummer of Hm same year he enlisted in Captain 
James McGee's company, Colonel Morris Graham's Levies. 
When Stone Arabia was raided by Sir John Johnson 
(Angiut, 1780) he was on du^ at Fort Herkimer, A 
penadoner nnder the Act of Jane 7, 1832. 

Warn, Richabd ; Hia name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

Wabn, Samoel : 
with Philip S 
Ticonderoga. 
Albany Connl^ 
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Wasson, Thoius: Lived in Princetovn. On September 7, 
1775, the Committee of Safety applied to the Albany 
Conunittee to awign him a commiBnon as captain of pi'ii ti w, 
and on October 20 he was commissioned captain of the 5di 
Company, 2d Albai^ County Militia, He was reappointed 
on Jane 20, 1778. 

Wasson, Thouas J. : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany Connty Militia, Land Bounty Bights. 

Watson, Alexakdeb : His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

Welleb, Fbedbriok: Bom at 'Walkill, December 5, 1757. 
In the fall of 1775, when he enrolled under Captain Abra* 
ham Oothout, 2d Albany County Militia, as a sei^eant, 
he waa living in Princetown and here he continued to live 
for about five years after the war. He was drafted for 
the Canadian expedition. He marched to Fort Edward 
and Skenesborongh but was ordered home after eight 
weeks' service on the news of the death of Qeneral Mont- 
gomery. In the spring of 1777 be went with a body of 
Vermont militia to destroy a blockhouse at Jeasup's 
Patent. When Burgoyne invested Ticonderoga he was 
again called to Fort Edward. He was in Qeneral Schil- 
ler's retreat but a few d^s before the battle of Bemis 
Heights was taten with measles and obliged to retnm 
home. When he recovered his health he performed fatigue 
duty under Henry Glen in transporting effects for the army 
from Schenectady to Albany. He served on various occa- 
sions at the Schoharie Forts and Fort Plain. On July 
23, 1780, he was sent to Albany under arrest as being &m- 
cemed in a plot to join the eseoiy or of supplying them 
with provisions. He was, however, on Augnst 10 released 
on bail. He served when Ballston was attacked and with 
the troops in puisuit of Sir John Johnson, following the 
destruction of the Mohawk setUementa. Li the fall of 
1761 he was at Fort Honter during the batUe of Johnstown, 
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where the troops with which he Berved were detailed t» 
guard prisoners. A pensoner. 

Wkixeb, Bobebt : He served as a private and as a sei^^eant 
in the 2d Albany Coonty Militia. 

Welsh, John: On May 31, 1775, some of the soldiers of 
Captain Cornelias Van Dyck's company were boarded at 
his house while the company was being recruited and 
driUed. 

WiillPiiB, Abraham : Bom about 1728 ; died near Albany in 
1799. On September 7, 1775, the Committee of Safety 
applied to the Albany Committee to assign him a com- 
missiott as captain of militia. On October 5 he was recom- 
mended to the Provincial Congress for the office of colonel 
among the field officers to be assigned to the 2d Albany 
Connty Militia, and on October 20 he was commissioned 
colonel, being reappointed on Jane 20, 1778, and serving 
in this capacity ontil near the end of the war, when be 
resigned from the service. On November 7, 1775, he was 
elected a member of the second Committee of Safety and on 
December 29 was appointed deputy chairman of the Board. 
On July 26, 1779, he was again elected a member of the 
Committee. Colonel Wemple served with his regiment cm 
the variooa occasions when called out and was thronghoat 
the war a zealoas and active adherent of the American caose. 

WeifPLB, Babent (Wbhp, Barnabas) : Baptized in Scbe- 
necta<^ September 3, 1736; buried December 27, 1843. 
On April 11, 1776, be enlisted under Captain Oerrit S. 
Veeder, Colonel Cornelius D. Wynkoop's re^ment. On 
December 28 (probably 1776) he enlisted for the war 
under Captain John Copp, Ist New York Line. In June, 
1778, he was reported as "absent without leave and sup- 
posed to be sick." On his company roll covering the period 
from July to December, 1778, he was reported as "sick at 
Prince Town." The roll for January and February, 
1780, reported him "tranafered to Corps of Invalids." 
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Daring tlie latter part of the war he became a Loyalist and 
fled from the Mohawk Valley to Canada leaving behind 
land and other property. 

Wbmplb, John: Bom at Port Hunter, October 15, 1749. 
He waa living in Schenectady in 1775 when he enrolled 
onder Captain John Mynderse, 2d Albany County Militia. 
In Jauoary, 1776, he took part in the e^>edition to Johns- 
town. In the fall of 1776 lie served at Skenesborongh and 
Fort Ann for the purpose of guarding boats. In the 
spring of 1777 he went to Jessup's Patent in pursuit of 
Tories. He served five months during the campaign against 
Burgoyne, taking part in the battle of SnookkiU. He waa 
at Ballston in 1780 when it was burned and at Warren's 
Bush in 1781 under Colonel Willett. He performed con- 
siderable guard and garrison duty at Fort Plain, Fort 
Plank, Fort Paris and at the Schoharie Forts. A pensioner 
under the Act of Jane 7, 1832. 

Wehplb, John J. : He served as a sergeant under Captain 
Thomas Brower Banker, 2d Albany Comity Militia. 

Wehple, John R. : Bom April 18, 1732 ; died September 
14, 1814. He served as a private and as a sergeant in the 
2d Albany County Militia. On May 20, 1777, he testified 
before the Committee of Safety that his dioulder had been 
put out of joint and that he waa therefore onfit tor military 
duty. 

Weuplb, John T. ; His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Wbmple, Mtndebt : Bora December 26, 1737 ; died Decem- 
ber 18, 1821. His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

Wbhplb, Mtndebt A.: Baptized February 9, 1753; died 
November 10, 1804. On May 27, 1775, he waa appointed 
second lieutenant in Captain Jellis J. Fonda's company, 
2d Albany County Militia. On Joly 10 he refused an 
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offer of a recmiting warrant from the Provincial Congress, 
and on Jane 20, 1778, was reappointed second lieutenant. 
On Febmary 25, 1780, he was promoted to the rank of 
first lieutenant and assigned to the company of Captain 
John Mynderae. 

Weuplb, Mtxdebt M. : Baptized November 20, 1738 ; died 
in 1789. On May 15, 1776, he was delegated to collect 
w^fons to carry provisioos from Albany to Lake George. 
O^ April 25, 1777, he was appointed chairman pro tempore 
of the Committee of Safety. On June 20, 1778, he was 
commiasioued second major of the 2d Albany County Mili- 
tia to succeed Nicholas Veeder. In September or October, 
1779, he commanded a detachment to Fort Plank and Stone 
Arabia. 

WsikiPiiE, Mtndebt R.: Bom September 30, 1742. He 
served as an ensign in the 2d Albany County Militia. In 
1777 he ia mentioned as captain of a company of batteau- 
men performing service in transporting provisions and 
stores for the troops on the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers. 

Wehplb, Rtbb: Baptized October 17, 1703; died in 1796. 
His name appears on the rolls of the 2d Albany County 
Militia, Land Bonn^ Rights. 

Wendell, Habmands H. : Died previous to March 2, 1777. 
A merchant. He was a member of the fourth Committee 
of Safety. . 

Wendell, John Baptkt: Bom March 6, 1732. On March 
1, 1776, he signed an agreement with Philip Schuyler for 
service at Lake George and Ticondert^ca. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia as serving 
under Captain John Van Patten. 

WendlEj Ahasoxras: Bom in Schenectady, December 21, 
1755; died February 22, 1848. On May 6, 1775, he wag 
chosen a member of the first Committee of Safety. He 
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served also on the second and third Committees. On Ms7 
27, together vith Henry Qlen, he was delegated hy the 
Committee to go to Johnstown to inquire into the caose 
of the distnrbaneea arising over the Sheriff White inci- 
dent. On Joly 10, 1775, he was recommended to the Pro- 
vincial Congress for the position of second lieutenant in 
the recruiting aerrice. In the fall of 1775 he was enrolled 
in the company of Captain John Tan Patten and in this 
company he served to the end of the war. In January, 
1776, he took part in the expedition to Johnstown. On 
February 28, 1T76, he refused to accept from General 
Schuyler a recruiting warrant with rani of ensign. On 
May 13, 1776, Qeneral Schuyler was requested, to send him 
back from Lake Qeoi^ for the reason that be was em- 
ployed in the Continental service without having signed 
the Oeneral Association. From June to October, 1777, he 
was on duty at Fort Edward and other forts in the vicin- 
ity. He was in oommand of a detachment at the battle of 
Bemis Heights, two of the officers being unfit for duty. In 
the fall of 1780 he marched with the militia under General 
Tan Rensselaer in pursuit of Sir John Johnson, and in 
the fall of 1781 was with the troops under Colonel Willett 
in pursuit of Major Roes and Butler. A pensioner under 
the Act of June 7, 1832. 

Wbssel, Akent : Baptized June 17, 1752. His name appears 
on the rolls of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

■Wbssbl, Habmanus: Bom in 1754; died March 10, 1813. 
Buried in Vale' Cemetery. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Hilitia. 

WHEA.TON, Reoben: Bom in the Schenectady Township in 
September, 1763. In the spring of 1778 he was enrolled 
under Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia. 
He served to the end of the war, performing considersble 
guard and scout duty. In Ai^nst, 1780, he served at 
Fort Flank and Fort Plain, and in 1781 was on duty when 
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Major Bon and Batler desceiided on the settlementa. A 
penaioneT under tlie Act of June 7, 1832. 

Wheaton, Thoicas: He serred as a sergeant under Cap- 
tain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany Goonty Militia. In May, 
1779, he waa in comnumd of a detail for scout duty to 
Sacandaga, Fish House and Mayfield, and in September 
to Sacandaga and Johnstown, In June, 1780, he was 
second in command of a detail to Beaverdam and Harpers- 
field, and in September in command of a detail for scout 
duty to Sacandaga and MayfielcL In May, 1781, he went 
on scout duty to Glms Falls. 

Whitb, WiLUAif: He lived on Church Street At his 
house on May 9, 1775, was held the first meeting of the 
Committee of Safety, as well as several subsequent meet- 
ings and the election of members for the third Committee 
on May 7, 1776. On June 27, 1775, in order to show the 
friendly disposition of the Board, five Oneida Indians were 
ordered entertained at his hQnse during their stay in town. 
On July 26, 1779, he was elected a member of the Com- 
mittee of Safety. His name appears on the rolls of the 
2d Albany County Militia. 

WiEST, CoNBAD: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

'WiLEY', John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia and the 2d Albany County MUitia, 
Land Bounty Rights. 

WHiUAHS, Cornelius: His name appears on the rolls of 
the 2d Albany County Militia. In 1778 he was enrolled 
under Captain Jesse Van Slyek. In Angnst, 1782, he was 
on garrison duty at the Upper Fort, Schoharie. 

WHiUAHS, Jacob: In 1778 he was serving as a sergeant 
under Captain Jesse Van Slyck, 2d Albany County Militia. 
In Jnne he commanded a detail to Cobleskill. and in 
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Aogoflt, 1782, was on garriwm daty at the Upper Fort, 
Schoharie. 

"WruAAMS, WiLuuf, 2d: He served as a private in the 
New York Line. A pensioner nnder the Act of March 16, 
1818. 

WiuoN, Jambs : A merchant On May 6, 1775, he was 
elected a member of the first Committee of Safety. He 
served also on the second Committee, on the Committee 
taking office Jnne 2, 1777, and as clerk of the Committee 
taking office January 5, 1778. He was a deputy for the 
election of representatives to the first Provincial Congress. 

WiNNE, Anthony: On Angnst 12, 1777, he was arrested 
and sent to Albany as implicated in a Tory plot He was, 
however, at once released by the Albany Committee. 

Wood, James : Bom in 1760; died Pebmary 11, 1827. On 
Jnne 8, 1780, he enlisted for the war nnder Captain Philip 
de Berier, 5th New York Line. He was snbseqnentiy 
selected from lua company to serve in the Lig^t Infantry 
nnder the Marqnia de Lafayette and was attached to Cap- 
tain Aaron Austin's company, 3d New York Line. Later 
in the year he was transferred to a company under Cap- 
tain Leonard Bleecker. In the fall of 1780 he retnmed to 
go into winter quarters and was attached to the company 
of Captain John F. Hamtramck, 2d New York Line. In 
1782 "when the infantry went south" he was left sick 
in Albany. On his recovery he was attached to the com* 
pany of Ci^tain Henry Du Bois, 2d New York Line, and 
in this company he remained until peace was declared. 
On his dischat^ he waa honored with the badge of merit 
A pensioner under the Act of March 18, 1818. 

Wood, John: His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany Coun^ Militia. 

Wright, John; He lived in Schenectady at the time of the 
Bevolntion and died here. He served as a private in the 
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2d. Datcheas Coanty Militia under Colonel Abraham 
Brinckerliofr in the company commanded by Captain 
Nicholas Brower. 

Tatks, Abraham : Bom in Schenectady, February 27, 1757. 
He served as a private and as a corporal in the 2d Albany 
County Militda. 

Tatbs, Chbistophbb: Bom July 8, 1737, at the old home- 
stead in Alplaus; died September 1, 1785. Buried in Yale 
Cemetery. During the Revolution he lived in the house 
built by himself now No. 26 Front Street. In this house 
was bom his son, Jmeph C, first mayor of Schenec> 
tady (1798) and governor of New York State (1823- 
1824), Christopher Yates was a surveyor by profesnon 
and "one of the best informed and meet efficient patriots 
in the Mohawk Valley." On Ma^ 6, 1775, he was elected 
a member of the first Ccmunittee of Safety and at the first 
meeting on the ninth was chosen chairman of the Board. 
On May 24 he was appointed one of a committee to go to 
Qny Park to deliver an answer to a speech made by the 
Mohawk Indians. On June 30 he was appointed by the 
Provincial Congress one of a committee to determine the 
ranks of the various officers serving Id the New York regi- 
ments. On July 26 a letter was addressed to him by the 
Committee asking whether or not he had resigned from 
the Board, and on August 9 he tendered his res^fnatiim. 
On November 7 he was elected a member of the second 
Committee of Safety, and on December 29, was appointed 
deputy clerk of tiie Board. On January 13, 1776, he was 
appointed lieutenant-colonel of the 2d Albany County 
Militia, and on March 5 Henry Glen was instructed to 
apply to Congress for his commission. On- May 7, 1776, 
he was elected a member of the third Committee of Safety. 
From the fall of 1776 to July 8, 1777, he was in command 
when detachments of the regiment were on duty at Fort 
Ann. It is claimed that about this time Yates served on 
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the staff of Qeneral Schuyler as a deputy quartermagt^v 
general and that he was afterwards promoted to the rank 
of coloneL The evidence to support this claim is contained 
in letters from General Schuyler, Benedict Arnold, 
Governor Moi^an Lewis, etc., which were at one time in 
the possession of Judge A. A Tatea of this city. No evi- 
dence of this detail and appointment is to be found on the 
regimental rolls. After the evacuation of Fort Ann (July 
8) he had command of a body of Schenectady militia 
engaged in felling trees to stop the progress of General 
Borgoyne's army. He served throughout the campaign 
and with General Arnold selected the American position 
at Bemis Heights. On October 19 he was appointed by 
the State Committee of Safety one of a committee to repair 
to Albany to confer with General Philip Schuyler regard- 
ing means for checking the advance of the enemy on the 
northern and western frontiers. He served during the 
rest of the war in the Quartermaster's Department as a 
deputy, for the most part of the time stationed at Sara- 
toga. In June, 1779, he was engaged in forwarding the 
ba^age of General Clinton's brigade. 

Yates, Jeuus: Bom March 27, 1744; died in Glenville, 
November 13, 1812. On Jane 20, 1778, be wss commis- 
sioned first lieutenant in Captain Abraham Van Eps's 
company, 2d Albany County Militia. In August, 1778, 
and again in October, 1779, he was on garrison duty at 
Fort Plank, and in the fall of 1780 at Caughnawags. 

Yates, John : Bom June 12, 1760 ; died December 19, 1826. 
Buried in Vale Cemeteiy. His name api>ear8 on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Yates, Nicholas: On October 20, 1775, be was commis- 
sioned ensign in Captain Jellia J. Fonda's company, 2d 
Albany Conn^ Militia, and was reappointed June 20, 
1778. On February 25, 1780, he was promoted to the 
rank of fiist lieutenant and served as such to the end of 
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the war. In Jolf, 1778, be was in command of a scout to 
Ballaton and Galway, on which occasion he took four pris- 
oners. Daring the year 1780 he wag twice on duty at Fort 
Hunter. 

TouNO, Benjamin: On February 10, 1776, he was elected 
ensign in Captain Thomas Brower Banker's company, 2d 
Albany County MUitia. On July ■ 11 he was elected a 
member of the Committee of Safe^ and on July 14, 1777, 
appointed to command a body of militia to assist in impress- 
ing wagona for the service. He is also spoken of as having 
served as a lieutenant under Captain Banker. 

TooNQ, Calvin: On December 27, 1777, he was fined for 
buying clothes of a soldier. His name appears on the rolls 
of the 2d Albany County Militia. 

Young, Fbederic : His name appears on the rolls of the 2d 
Albany County Militia. 

YouNO, QvT : On June 28, 1775, he was appointed a second 
lieutenant in the 2d New York Line and was promoted to 
the rank of first lieutenant on February 16, 1776. He was 
subsequently transferred to the 1st New York Line, and 
on March 26, 1777, was serving as a captain lieutenant 
From July 14, 1779, to January 1, 1781, when he was 
retired, he held the rank of captain. He subsequently 
served aa a captain in the Levies under Colonel Marinus 
WUlett 

Young, Sbth: His name appears on the rolls of die 2d 
Albany County Militia. 
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Docoments, muster rolls, letters, etc., in the possesnon of the 
author. 

Journal of Jabez Mand Fisher, a copy of which is to be fonnd 
in the Herkimer County Historical Society. 

Letter Books of Colonel Hugh Hughes. The New York His- 
torical Society. 

Joomal of the expedition to Canada in 1775, kept hy Colonel 
Henry B. LiTingston. 

Minutes of the Proceedings of the Committee for the City 
and County of Albany. New York State Library, Albany, 

N. T. 

Minutes of the Schenectady Committee of Safety from Janu- 
ary 15, 1777, to February 17, 1778. Force Collection, 
Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, 
D. C. 

Minutes of the Schenectady Committee of Safety from June 
15, 1779, to August 15, 1779. From a copy in the possession 
of Mr. E. Z. Carpenter. 

Papers of the Continental Congress. Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C. 

Pension Office Becords. 

Records of the Daughters of the American Bevolntion, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Records of St Qeorge's Lodge as contained in a paper en- 
titled, "St George's Lodge in the Revolution," written by 
Mr. Hanf ord Robison. 
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Aai^lMta, Um: 61. 

Aud«m]r built i>j Dnteh Brfoimod 
Chnrch: 186. 

AduDB, WiUUm: 1S9. 

Albany: oendfl troops to Ticon- 
derogk and Crows Point, 23; 
eonneil with ladians lield at, M; 
eoneentrstion center for aecosed 
LoxnliBta, Sft; British forcee to 
converge upon, M; wnteh eetab- 
liahed, W; in panic, 72, 108, 
119; aid solicited for Tietims of 
Are in Elcbeneetady, 78; com- 
plaint of partialitj' shown to 
eitiieni of, 81; alarmed hj news 
Of attack on CobleakiU, 8S; 
threatened from Tieonderoga, 
110; rumors of attack continue 
after Torktown, 181. 

A]bao7 Conntf: just treatment of 
LoTalisIa, 68; their obnorions 
attitude after failure of Cau«- 
dian expedition, fll; Tories go 
oTor to enemy, 97. 

Albany Sons of Liberty: 11. 

Alexander, Alexander: 120. 

Alexander, Bobert : 129. 

Alexander, Sandy: 129. 

AUen, Ethan: takes Fort Tieon- 
deroga, 23. 

Ament, Eldert: 1£9. 

American Historian and Qnarterly 
Oenealogica] Becord: 16. 

American flotiUa on r^ke Oham- 
plsin; 65. 

Andrews, Bererend William: 7. 

Andmstown: B7. 

Arnold, Benedict: retreat from 
Cuada, 59; siege of Fort Stan- 



wix isised tit approMh of, 75; 
d^riree Burgoyne of reinforce- 
ments, 70; plot to Burrrader 
West Point, 103; burned in 
effigy at Schenectady, 123. 

Articles of Association: signed by 
Continental Congress, 17; paper 
reopened for signatnret 67; re- 
fusal to sign cause for seixnre, 
68; Loyalists forced to sign, 00; 
certi&Ates of ehsrueter refused 
thoee who had not signed, CO. 

"Associated Exempts": 87, 94. 

Associatitm, Qeneral: see Articles 
of Association. 

Ballston: 06, 107; raid on, 102. 

Banker, Thomas Brewer: 31, S3, 
129. 

Barclay, James: 130. 

Barhydt, Coraelins: 181. 

Barhydt, Jacob: 181. 

Borhydt, James: 131. 

Barhydt, Jer<nie: 131. 

Borhydt, John: 132. 

Baibydt, Lewis: 182. 

Barhydt, Nicholas: 83, 182. 

Borhydt, Teunia: 133. 

Barracks at Schenectady; erected, 
02; Bite of, 63; converted into 
hospital, 80; Oneida Indians 
quartered in, 110. 

Bartley, Danid: 138. 

Bordey, Uicbaet: 183. 

Bastion, John ! 133. 

Bates, David: 58, 183. 

Batteanx: description of, 6; diffi- 
culty of buUding, 117. 

Bearup, Andrew: 133. 
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B«unp, John: 131. 


Bradt, Ephiaim: 1S7. 


Bwrnp, ThoDua: 134. 


Bradt, Frederick: 187. 




Bradt, Oenit: 138. 


h«nd ToriM at, 84; nunj Tori«a 


Bradt, Jaeobni: 138. 


Uiffnbled at, 07. 


Bradt,Jaeobaa8.: 138. 


B«ek«r, G«mt: 134. 


Bradt, John A.: 63, 58, 61, 138. 


BMker, John: 104. 
BMkmu, Jarab: 134. 
BdUneer, Fr«d«riek: 48. 


Bradt, John a: 136. 
Bradt, Mindert: 136. 


B«miB Hoisbta: battie of, 72. 


Bradt, Samnel: 139. 




Bradt, Samtiel a: 139. 


Cotond Banm at, 76. 


Bradt'B Bangen: 34, <1. 


Barkin, William: 184. 


Bragham, John: 139. 


BMt«do, Clara: 134. 


Bratftam, JoMtph: 139. 


Beth, Jellii: 184. 


Bracham, Simon: 139. 


Beth, Bobert! 134. 




Beth, Thomaa: 13S. 


Brant, Joaepb: 40; joins Indiana 


"Bluea,"Th8: 82. 


at O^waga, 69; attack npon 


Bovd of War, Fhiladelptaia; dia- 


CobleOm, 84; raida on ^ring- 


eontinnea Seheneetadf at anii7 




poat, 102. 


riata, 87; raid on Haiperafiald, 




95; feint before Fort Schuyler 


6; on Lake Oeorge ana Lake 


and attack on Ganajoharie, 98, 




99; attack on Schoharie, 9B; 


Boice (Bdtb), Abraham: ISS. 




Boiee (Botb), Jamea: ISS. 


102. 


Bond, Biehard: 185. 


Brant, IColfy: 40. 


Bonnj, Ichabod: 189. 


Britiah, the: ancceaa around New 


Bonny, John: 135. 


Tork, 61; Indiana eaat thair lot 


BoTie, Abraham: 135. 


with, 83; enuMariea rtir np mn- 


Bovie, laaao: 135. 


tiniea in American ranka, 97; 


Bovie, larael: 185. 


pardon for thoea aaaiating, 117. 


BoTie, Jacob: 135. 


Britiah Secret Service: docnmait 


BoTi8,NicholaaP.: 188. 




Bovie, NicholaaB.: 136. 


Broachim, John: 189. 


Bowman, Frederick: 13B. 


Brower, Hendric: 140. 


Bradford, Jamea: 136. 


Brower, Biehard: 140. 


Bradt, Andriee: 136. 


Brown, Abraham: 140. 


Bradt, Anthony D.: 136. 


Brown, Colonel: 105, 106. 


Bradt, Aient A.: 137. 


Brown, John: 140. 


Bradt, Arent a.: 137. 


Burgoyne, General John: 66; snb- 


Bradt, Chsjloe: 137. 


mita pUn of campaign to Brit- 


Bradt, CoineliaB: 76, 1S7. 


ish Ministry, 64; arrivea at 


Bradt, Eliaa: 137. 
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CeMler, Thomas: 144. 


72;«irTaid««f, 77. 


Chamblee: Schenectady troops as- 


Burnhwn, Waii«m! 140. 


sist in reduction of, S2. 


Bnrnfl, Arent: 140. 


Channel, John: 144. 


Bums, Davia: 140. 


Channel, Thomas: 144. 


BniTing ground: rem&iiu of 


Charle., Hendrick: II4. 


American wldiva oxhimied from. 




80. 


tion of Indian encampment at 


Batler, Captain Wattw: 40, 108; 


Schenectady by, 112, 113. 


attack on Cherry Tallej, 88; 


Cherry Vall^: alarm of Indian 


killod at West Canada Creek and 


and Tory raids, flS; attacks 


news of death received with w- 


upon, 88, 116. 






CahUl, John: 140. 
Cain, Baient: 140. 


at Schenectady nnder, 70. 


xjnxiaLinn one, AjioBuerBfl : m. 

Christiannse, Isaac: 144. 


Cain, Peter Warren: 140. 


Oilker, William: 145. 


CampbeU, Alexander; 4, SS, 50, BO, 


Clark, Henry A.: 145. 


141. 


Clark, Hatthis: 146. 


CampbeU, Daniel: 4, 21, 68, 00, 


Clark, Wmiam: 14S. 


142. 


aement, Arent: 145. 


CampbeU, Kenneth: 143. 


aement, Eldert: 146. 


Caniqoharie: no proper etote- 


aement, Johannes: 145. 


honsee at, 01; Brant's attack 


Clement, Peter: 145. 


upon, 08, 09. 


Clench, Balphr 14«. 


Canoot, John: 14S. 


Clench, Bobert: 128, 146. 


Carley, Joseph: 143. 


Clinton, General James: in Snlli- 


Carlflton, General Sir Ony: cam- 


Tan's Camp^gn, 01, 08. 


paign against Crown Point and 


Clinton, Governor George: anawen 




Schenectady petition for redrees 


winter qoarten in Oansda, G6; 


of grievoneeB, 82; plea from 






04. 


in raids of 1778, 80; petitioned 


Cvlston, Major Christopher: 70, 


not to reduce forces guarding 


108; takes possession of Fort 


Schenectady, 107; vinta Sehe- 


Ann, 103. 




Cartwrig^t, Henry: 143. 


EtTonger defenses, 118. 


Cartwright, John: 148. 




Caaaada (or CoMwty), John: 143. 


Clnte, Daniel Toll: 147. 


CUlet, Thomas: 144. 


Cinte, Frederick: 147. 




Clnte, Isaac: 147. 


110. 


ante, Jacob: 148. 


Colder, Abraham: 144. 


ant«, Jacob P.: 148. 


Ceron, Christopher: 144. 


Clnte, JelliB: 148. 
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Oato, John: $4, 148. 

Clute, John Ba.ptiat : 149. 

CInte, John CurtiM: 149. 

CInte, John F, : 149. 

Clntfl, Petar: 149. 

CDbleekiU: raid! on, 64, SB. 

Combw, John: 149. 

CommiHioiMn for tha Detecting 
and Defaatiog of Conipirseics: 
20; kceeptuiM of bonds bj, 60, 

GonunittM of CorrMpondenco, Al- 
bany County: organixed, 17; 
ealli mMting of citicena and 
deeta ConuuittM of Safety, 18. 

Committee of ComapoudenM, 
Schenectady: formation of, Bng- 
gested by Albany Bona of Lib- 
erty, 18. 

Committee of Safety, Albany: 
calls on Bdwneetady for troops 
for Ticonderoga, 23; counaels 
moderation toward Sir John 
Jolmaon, 47; calls on Schenec- 
tady for assistance in Canadian 
expedition, S3; applies to Sche- 
nectady Board for troops to 
check British advance from tbe 
south, 76, 

Committee of Safety, Schenec- 
tady ; organization, personnel 
and dnties of, 19; relief to poor 
of Boston, 20; petty annoyances 
to members of, 20; flist mea- 
sures for defense, SI; votes t» 
raise a company for service at 
Fort Tieendetoga, 23; entertains 
band of Oneida Indiana, 8S; 
diiBcnlty with Sir John Jotuwan, 
46; measnres for asNatauee in 
Canadian expedition, 53; reqoi- 
aitions wagons t« carry stores to 
Lake Qeorge, S5; difficulty with 
Tories in outlying districts, 61; 
Tnies watcked more elosdy, 68; 



guard placed npon Mohawk 
Biver, stockade streogtbowd 
and barracks bailt, 62; watch 
established, 66; difficnlty of ob- 
taining wagons and man, 67; 
letter to Oenersl Schn^er de- 
scribing ^oomy situation, and 
requesting reinforcements, 73 ; 
preparation against Tory raid, 
7S; settling of dlapntes, hearing 
of chargee and relief of distress, 
78; petitioned for redrees of 
grievancee, 80; petition trans- 
mitted to Ooremor Clinton, 82; 
plea to governor for eteistauce 
during raids of 1778, 86. 

Committee of Safety, Tryon 
County: ealls for aid against 
Indiana, 41 ; letter reporting ar- 
rest and release of John Fonda, 
46; Major John Frey prima 
mover in organising, 46. 

Conan, D&niei: 149. 

Conde, Adam: 149. 

Conner, Lancaster: 150. 

Conner, Simon: 150. 

Conover, Samuel: ISO. 

Consanl, David : 150. 

Oonsaol, Manuel: ISO. 

Oonsplracies, Commissioners for 
the Detecting and Defeating of: 
SO, 60. 

Continental Army: force protect- 
ing frontier to receive same pay 
as,»0. 

Oontinoital Currency: penal^ for 
rejecting, 58; depreeiatian in, 
W. 

Continental Troops: pleas for 
farces to protect frontier in- 
effectual, 86. 

Corl, Henry: 161. 

Cor], John: ISl. 

Corl, William: ISL 
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Cornn, Duid: 1S2. 


Dotj, Ber. John: 60, 124, 168. 


Oorao, Weasel: IS2. 


Donw, Abraham! 169. 


Cotton Pictory Hollow: 112. 


Daane, James: 106. 


Corel, WilliBm: 1S8. 


Dnneaa, John: 4, 58, 60, 80, 169. 






Cwiwford, John: 1S3. 


Dtml^t, James: 161. 


Crawford, Joseph: 153. 


Durham boats: fl. 


Cronsehorn, John: 1 IB, 153. 


Dutch Befoimed Chorch: «, 30, 67, 


Crown Point: occnpied bj Seth 


126. 


W»mBT, 23; & Sdieiieetadr com- 






Barley, Edward: 161. 


flnal stud »t, 55; kbandtined, 




66 J Bnrgoyne airivee at, 71, 


EUice, Jamee: SO, 162. 


Omnmings, John: 1S3. 


Ellice, Bobert: 163. 


Corrjbnsh: 82, 69. 


Emple, John: 163. 


Curler, Conelina: 19,20, 193. 




CDyler, John: IM. 


empta." 


Davii, Abraham; 1S4. 


Fairly, Caleb: 163. 


Davie, John: 16*. 


Fairlj, John: 163. 


DaTton, Gblonel Eliaa: 40, 60. 


Felthoosen, Christoffel: 163. 




Felthoasen, John: 103. 


Degolrer, James: 155. 


Porgueon, Jane; 180. 


DegolTor, JoMph: 1S9. 


Fetherly, John: 164. 


De Graff, Abrahun: 166. 




De Chaff, Andreas: 169. 


Beheneetady, 116. 


De Graff, OonieUTis! 166. 


naher, Jabei Maud: description 


De Graff, Daniel: 155. 


of Scbeneetady by, 7. 


De Graff, Isaac: 156. 


Planabargh, William P.: 164. 


De Graff, Jesse: 160. 


Pleteber, : 164. 


De Graff, John: 166. 


Folger, Benjamin: 164. 


De Graff, John N.: 1S7. 


Polger, Thomas; 184. 


De Graff, NiebolM: 107. 


Ponda, Abraham: 166. 


De Graff, Simon: 167. 


PoBda, DoDW: 96. 


De Oraff, William: 157. 


Ftmda, Jacob G.: 186. 


De La Grang^ Mriidert: 167. 




DeDamont, Abraham: 167. 


165. 


DeDamont, Hendriek: 167. 


Ponda, Jellie J.: 2!, SO, 166. 


Deanj, John: 167. 


Panda, John: impriw)nment, and 


De Spitaer, Aan«: 157. 


release by mob, 46. 


DeBpiUer,GerrIt: 168. 




DiHeno, Headrie: 158. 


ForMth, George: I«7. 


Dom, Abraham; 168. 


SVt Ann: takoi l^ Major Oaria- 


Dom, John: 168. 


ton, 102. 
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Tort Edwird: SS, W, 71. 

Fort Oeoige: tlirMtemed, 102. 

Fort Hnntar: 00, 97. 

Fort, John: 107. 

Fort, John D.: 187. 

Fort JohnMHi: 3. 

Fort Emjaer: 105. 

Fort Pluik: B8. 

Fort Beusolur: 101, 107, 118. 

Fort BL John'i: Bcbenoetadr 
troopa M giege of, 6S. 

Fort Bebajler: 40, 108, lOS; 
Brut'f feint beforo, 08, W; 
OneidmB leek dteUer in, 100. 

Fort Sqiiuli: 110. 

Fort BUnwix: 7, SO, 117; invMrt- 
mant of, 74. 

Fort Tieondaroga; 61; oeeapied by 
Ethu Allen with "Om&n ICoon- 
tnin Bo7«," £3; Am«riennB fnll 
bMk Dpon, S6; abuidoned to 
BargoTne, 71; Albany and 
Seli«n«etn<l7 tl>Tent«ned f ran, 
118. 

Fort Volunteer; 118. 

Frank, Dnrid: 187. 

Freeman, Biebard : 187. 

French, David: 188. 

Froy, Uajor John : 46. 

rreyi, Hendrick : 168. 

Frontier: foreea raised to proteet, 
00, 118; Schenectady beeomea, 
«2, 93, OS, 107, 114; UaBsadiD- 
■etts 8tat« Leriee detailed to de- 
fend, 102; minor ralda on, fol- 
lowing Bnrrender at Torktows, 
ISl; retom of peace to, ISS. 

Fnnnan, John: 168. 

GaUoway SetUement: 107. 
GanMToort, Colonel Peter: 02. 
Oardinier, Jamea: 188. 
Qardner, William: 188. 



Qwnian Flata: 74, 83; laida on, 

87, 06. 
OtaD, Heury: 19, ftS, 47, 81, »1, 

103, 117, les. 
Olen, Isaac: 87, 169. 
Glen, Jacob: 160. 
Glen, John: 169. 
Glen, John Sanders: 189. 
Qofl, Isaac: 189. 
Gordon, Charles: 170. 
Gordon, Joseph: 170. 
Gordon, Bobert: 170. 
Gordon, William ; 170. 
Qravenberg, John: 170. 
"Greens," The; 82. 
Gregg, Andrew: 170. 
Gregg, James: 170. 
Gregg, John: 58, 170. 
Qroot, Abraham C : 170. 
Groot, Amoa : 171. 
Qroot, Andrew: 171. 
Qroot, Comelins: 171. 
Qroot, Eliaa; 171. 
Qroot, Philip: 171. 
Groot, Simon: 171. 
Groot, SiinoB A. ; 171, 
Groot, Simon C; 171. 
Guthrie, Abrabam: 172. 
Guy Park: 15, eonferenee with 

Indiana at, 39. 

Hackn^r, Qeorge; 172. 

Hagedom, Hannanna: ITS. 

Hall, John: 179. 

Hall, John W.: 172. 

Hall, Nicholas: 172. 

Hall, William: 172. 

Hand, Oeneral: 88; appealed to 
from Schenectady for relief of 
Cherry Valley refngeee, 89. 

Hanna, Alexander: 172. 

Hare, Peter: 173. 

Hamel (Hamer), Samnel: 179. 

Harper, Colonel John; W, 97. 



Digitized byGoOgle 



Earpenfl«ld : raid on, 95. 

Haney, William: 173. 

Hedget, Abraham: 178. 

Hellebergli (Heldaberg) : 107. 

Helmer, HeiiTOst: 173. 

Hendriek, Peter: 173. 

Henrj, John: 178. 

Herkunar: Schenwtadj Militia 
march aa far u, in effort to 
overtake enemjr, 108. 

HeAimer, Nieholaa; presides at 
nteeting with Oneida and Tuaea- 
rora Zodiana, 43; eommandB 
militia at German Flats, 74; de- 
feated at 0riakaii7, 74. 

Hetberington, Joseph: 178. 

Hilton, Bm jamiii : S4, 58, 173. 

Hoogteling, Jaeotnu: 174. 

Hoople, George or Jerrj; 174. 

Horsford, John: 174. 

Honford, Benben: 174, 

Honse, John George: 174. 

Honss, Peter: 174. 

Howe, General: 66; nnjastlj eritl- 
eiaed for failure to eo.operat« 
with Bnrgojne, 77. 

Hnghan, John: 174. 

^^enbor^, Sjbrant: 174. 



bdiaa Dflparbnent: 
frith three mb^Tiaiona, 44. 

Indiana: trade with, 7; eontentitai 
for friendahip of, 85; efforts to 
incite tbem against eoloniata, 
87; appeal bj Little Abram, 87; 
Onj Park eonieranee, 39 ; alarm- 
ing reports of nprialng to be 
led by Colonel Guy Johnscm, 40; 
eoloniats trj to keep them nen- 
tral, 43; Indian D^vtment ea- 
tsbliahed, 44; at Albany eonfer- 
ence agree not to take np anna, 
48; reassored regarding expedi- 
tion to t«ke Sir John Johnson, 
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48 ; effect npon, of withdrawal of 
American foreea from Canada, 
64; eonncil at German Flata 
ineffectual, 65; assemble with 
Brant at O^waga, 65; council 
at Johnstom, S3; caat their lot 
with British, S3, 109; raidi of 
1778 bj, 83; SnUivan's Cam- 
paign against, 90; only incites 
retaliation, 93, 109; r^d Ball- 
ston and tbe BduAarie eettlft- 
ments, lOS; Oneidae at Bciienec- 
tady, 109; raids of 1781 by, 114; 
assembled at Tieonderoga, 116; 
at the bnming of Warren's 
Boih, 119; deprived of British 
support, 1S3. 

"Injin" (or "Engine") HiQ: 
118. 

Inland Lock Navigation Company: 
6, 124. 

Iroqaois Confederacy: military so- 
promaey of, 1; liberal policy 
adopted towards, 123. 

Iroquois Trail, Old: 8. 

Ide Anz Noiz: 52. 

Jacqoish, John: 171. 

James, William: 174. 

Jcesnps Patent: 69. 

Johnson, Colonel Guy: snceeeds 
Sir William Johnson ss Super- 
intendent of Indian Aff^rs, IS; 
antagonistie to colonists, 15; 
opposes Eirkland 's inflnwce 
with Indians, 35 ; reported abuse 
of office to promote Indian np- 
rising, 36; his dmisl to Sche- 
nectady Committee, 36; reports 
of plots against him denied, 8ft; 
withdraws to Ontario, 40; after 
retnm to Onrego retires ta 
Canada, 48; efforts to eonnter- 
■et his inflnenee with Indians, 
48. 
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T John: aneeMda to 
«atat« of Sir William Joliiuon, 
IS; refuMs offiM of Superin- 
tondsit of Indiui Aflaira, IS; 
antagonistic to coloniata, 15; 
fortUlM himself in Johnstown, 
46; dispute settM, bat troubls 
ooatiuoes iritb, 48; expedition 
to apprehend, 48, 82; surreuden 
and is released on parole, SO; 
departs for Gaoada, SO; warned 
of danger, 58, 59; ^tpearing at 
Tribes Hill umdnets raids, M; 
again escapes to Canada, 97; 
threatens Stone Arabia and Fort 
Schooler, 101, 102; probable 
connection with Arnold's trea- 
son, 103; surprises Colonel John 
Brown, lOS; defeated at Kloek'i 
Field but escapes with hi* oom- 
mand, 106. 

Johnson, Sir William: settles In 
Uohawk YsJIej, 3; his restrain- 
ing influence on revolntiooarr 
element, 14; death, 15; brotber- 
in-law of Joseph Brant, 40. 

Johnstown; expedition to take Sir 
John Johnson at, 49, 02; eoon- 
cil with Indians at, 88; faUore 
to intercept Sir John Johnson 
at, 07; defeat of Major Boas at, 
120. 

Ksss, John: 175. 

Eennedj, Alexander: 17S. 

Kennedy, John : 176. 

Eenued7, Samuel: 17S. 

Sing George IH: drinking beeith 

of, penalized, S8. 
Kingslej, Joseph: 68, 60, 176. 
Kinsela, Joseph: 176. 
Kirklaad, Bererend Samuel: nn- 

dertakes to win over Oneida 

Indiana. 85. 



Eittie, Adam: 176. 

EitUe, Daniel: 176. 

Eittie, David: 176. 

Kittle, Ezra: 176. 

EitUe, John: 176. 

Eloek's Field: battle of, 106. 

Lafayette, Marquis de: makes per- 
sonal inTeetigation of eonapir- 
aey at Bebeneetadr, 79. 

I«ke Chanplain: Beheneetedj ■J^ 
tisans serve at, 61 ; (General Buz* 
gojne 's aimj to move southward 
on, 64. 

Lake Ctoorge: Scbeneetady eom- 
panj ordered to, 86; SebenM- 
tad7 artisans serve at, 51. 

Lsunbert, John: 176. 

Lansing, Abraham Q. : 176. 

Lansing, Alexander C: 177. 

Lansing, Comelios: 177. 

Lansing, Oarrit O.: 177. 

Lansing, John O.: 21, 24, 26, 17T. 

Lansing, John S.: 177. 

Larawaf, Isaac: 178. 

Latta, William: 178. 

Lewis, Henry: 178. 

Lewis, John: 176. r 

Lewis, WiUiam: 178. 

"Liberty or Death" 
Schenectady minnte men, 32. 

Liddle, Andrew: 178. 

LightbalJ, Abrebsin (Abraham J. 
or W.) : 178. 

Lighthall, George: 179. 

Lighthall, James N.: 179. 

Lighthall, John: 179. 

Lil^tfaall, Lancaster: ISO. 

LighthaU, Nicholas: ISO. 

LightbaD, WiUiam : 180. 

Little Abram; appeals to Magis- 
trates and Committees of Albany 
and Schenectady, 37; meets Gkn- 
eral Schuyler at Schenectady, 49. 



motto of 
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Little, DsTid: 181. 




Bfun, William: 180. 


Little, Jobu: 31,181. 




Maiming, Edward: 185. 


Little, Thoniu: 181. 




Manning, Johns 185. 


LittUJohn, Ihmeaii: 181. 




Markle, Dirk: 18S. 


Lomr fV)rt, Sdiobuie: 104. 




LoTBlirt Putj: wen deflsed hj 


Markle, William: 186. 


1770, 18; bdpa to call 


Conti- 




nental Congreaa but won op- 




poeM it! wef, 13. 




Maraelia, Amit: 18«. 


LoTttliBtt: MtiTitie* of, S7; 


treat- 


Maraelia, Gyabart: 186. 


nMnt of, fair in the mu 


n, 09; 


Marwlis, Henry A.: 186. 


wpenM of trial! ehuged 


to, 80; 


Maraelia, John Baptirt: 83, 187. 


mart aign AMOci&tion o 


r take 


Maraelia, John J.: 187. 


Oath of Allegiance, SO; 


Mcep- 


Maraelia, John N.: 187. 


tionallj atrong in New 


York 


Maraelie, Bichard: 188. 


State, 61. 




Martin, Charles: 188. 


I^yne, UatUww: 181. 




Martin, John: 188. 


Lyport, David: 181. 




Martin, Sob«rt: 24, 188. 


I^iwrt, Jacob: 181. 




tailed to defend New York 


HcBoMi, John: 182. 




frontier, 102. 


HeCallnm, Jamea: 18S. 




Head, William: 188. 


UcCartT', John: 188. 




Meal, Carel: 18». 


McCarty, William: 182. 




Hebie, Albert: ISO. 


McCne, Jamea: 18E. 




Mebie, Arent: 18». 


HcDoimld, Jamea: 182. 




Mebie, Corndina: 80, 189. 


UeDoDgal, Dimcaa: IBS. 




Mebie, John: ISO. 


McDongal, John: 182. 




Mebie, Jniter: 189. 


McFarlan, Andrew: 188. 




Mebie, Patrick: 189. 


McTarlin, John: 183. 




Mebie, Peter: 189. 


McGinnia, Bobert: 183. 




Mercer, Alexander: 190. 


Mclntoeh, John: 183. 




Uereker, WiUiam: 190. 


Mclntyre, Winiam: 183. 




Middle Fort, Schoharie: 104. 


McKdlop, Archibald: 183. 






UcKinney, Andrew: 183. 






McMartin, William: 184. 




pay, 23; nnifarma, 24, 32; diffi- 








MeUiehael, Dnnid: 184. 




diasstiifaction with ofieera ap- 


UcMiehael, Jamea: ISS. 




pointed, 26, 63; raemiting and 


McUiehael, Robert: IBS. 




proviaianlng, 28; dotiea and 


HcNntt, Samnel: ISS. 




term of enliatment, 29; mue- 


UcQoeea, Jamea: IBS. 




liability of BTerage, 29; poorly 


Mabb, John: 18B. 




paid and equipped, 30, 114; r«- 


Uabb, Eobert: 188. 
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of, SO; minute taeo iacorporatod 
with TegnlkT militia, 32; Htnt 
more eompaniei fonoed, 33 ; for 
»li«f of Trjon Cooiit]', 41; «•■ 
MBt in OnatliMi expedition, 
Si; company of fatigue men en- 
listed, 64; to apprehend thoM 
aeeused of enmity to eonnti7, 
67 ; atrengtben atockadee, 62 ; 
for Wilson's Mill, Ballaton, 66; 
diapene Toriea at Jeesopa Pat- 
ent, 69; ordered to Fort Ed- 
wud, 71; retard BurgoTne's 
advance, 72; refusal to join ex- 
pedition to relieve Fort Btan- 
wiz, 74; ordered to main army 
but remain to protect Sehenee- 
t>d7, 7S; join armj at Van 
Behaiek's Island, 76; as esemi 
to Oeneral Poor's brigade, 77; 
guard duty at Behenectadj, 78; 
on duty during Indian and Tory 
raids of 177S, S6, 87, 68; tbeir 
part in Sullivan's Campaign, 
92; puraae Brant after attack 
on Canajoharie, 99; on doty 
during Indian and Tory raids at 
Ballston and the Schoharie set- 
tlements, 101, 107, 108; details 
on garrison du^, 118. 

"Militia, Land Bounty Bights": 
121. 

Mils, Chris; 190. 

Minute Men, Schenectady: meet- 
ing to organise companies, 21; 
motto of, 32; ordered to join in 
apprehending Sir John Johnson, 
48. 

MitcheU, Hugh: 19, 43, 190. 

Mohawk Indians : 49 ; colonists 
endesTOT to secure sympathy of, 
36; Little Abram, chief of 
Lower Castle of, 37; at Ouy 
Park conference, 39; from 



tipper Castle follow Cohraiel 



Mohawk Biver: navigable at Sehft- 
neetady, 5; to be kept open for 
trade, 49; guarded to prevent 



of 



St. 



Leger's forces move down, 64; 
fear of enraiy's troops iq>pe»r- 
ing on, 72 ; General Clinton 's 
forces to proceed up, 91, 93; 
superseded in commercial im- 
portance by Erie Canal, 1S4. 

Mohawk Valley; number and na- 
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